
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                   Season of Jesus’ Ministry - Week 25 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Week 25, February 26, 2023- 10am 

 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
Jesus teaches the reconciling power of forgiveness. 

Prelude      
 
Confession 

 

We confess our sins before God and one another. 
 

Pause for silence and reflection. 
God of grace and mercy, 
 

We admit to you, to ourselves, and to this community that we have caused harm to others 
through our actions and through our failure to act. Give us the humility to trust your gracious 
mercy, accept our failings and make amends where we can. Forgive us and help us to forgive each 
other. 
 

Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. In that love God forgives you all your 
sin, for the sake of our savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
Hymn                                                               I Want Jesus to Walk with Me                                          Hymn 325 
 
1 I want Jesus to walk with me; 
 I want Jesus to walk with me; 
 all along my pilgrim journey, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
2 In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
 in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
 when my heart is almost breaking, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
3 When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
 when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
 when my head is bowed in sorrow, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
 

Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. And also with you. 



 
Kyrie 

 

 



 
 
Prayer of the Day 

 

Let us pray, Forgiving God, as you encouraged your people to forgive, you modeled forgiveness by 
releasing us from our bondage to sin. Help us to forgive others, so that we might live in harmony 
with all your children. We pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Psalm 32:1-2 

 
 1Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, 
 whose sin is covered. 
 2Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity, 
 and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

 

Gospel Acclamation  
 

 
Gospel Lesson                                                    Matthew 18:15-35 
 

The gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

15If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of 
you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened 
to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of 
two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the 
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about 
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, I am there among them." 
21Then Peter came and said to him, "Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how 
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?" 22Jesus said to him, "Not seven times, but, I tell 
you, seventy-seven times. 
23For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 
with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was 
brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife 
and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before 
him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.' 27And out of pity for him, the 
lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, 
came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, 
he said, 'Pay what you owe.' 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you.' 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he 
would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, 
and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him 
and said to him, 'You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with 
me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?' 34And in anger 
his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father 
will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart." 

 

The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



Sermon 
 

Hymn                                                              Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive                                        Hymn 605 
 
1 "Forgive our sins as we forgive," 
 you taught us, Lord, to pray; 
 but you alone can grant us grace 
 to live the words we say. 
 
2 How can your pardon reach and bless 
 the unforgiving heart 
 that broods on wrongs and will not let 
 old bitterness depart? 
 
3 In blazing light your cross reveals 
 the truth we dimly knew: 
 how trifling others' debts to us; 
 how great our debt to you! 
 
4 Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls 
 and bid resentment cease; 
 then, by your mercy reconciled, 
       our lives will spread your peace. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Ministry Announcements        
 

Prayers of Intercession      Response: hear our prayer 
 

LITURGY OF THE MEAL 

Offering & Offertory                             www.engagedbygrace.org/offering       



Dialog    
 

 
It is indeed right…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  



In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 



Lord's Prayer 
 

 
Communion  sit 
 
Blessing stand 

 
 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn                                         Go, My Children, with My Blessing                                          Hymn 543     
 
1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
 In my love’s baptismal river 
 I have made you mine forever. 
 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 
 
2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
 Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 
 Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 
 here you touched him, saw his glory. 
 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 
 
3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 
 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 
 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 
 here my tender comfort stilled you. 
 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.”                        

 
 



Prayer after Communion 
 

Let us pray. 
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: 
may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of 
grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING  
 

Blessing & Dismissal 
  

The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                            
  

Chancel flowers today are given by Peg and George Steele in loving honor of family and friends. 
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