
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                   Season of Jesus’ Ministry - Week 23 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Week 23, February 12, 2023- 10am 

 

PARABLE OF THE KINGDOMS 
Jesus shapes our faith through stories of growth in God’s love. 

Prelude      
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

We confess our sins before God and one another. 
 

Pause for silence and reflection. 
 

Merciful God, Christ came into the world and showed us how to live, but we have failed to live by 
what he taught. We have not loved you with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, we have not 
done to others as we would have done to ourselves. Shine a light on our hearts, that we might 
turn from the shadows of our sin and walk in your ways. 
 

Jesus came not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. By his 
abundant love, all your sins are forgiven, that you might walk in the light of Christ. Amen. 

 

Hymn                                                       Love Divine, All Love’s Excelling                                                Hymn 631 
 
1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
 Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 
 Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
 all thy faithful mercies crown. 
 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
 pure, unbounded love thou art; 
 visit us with thy salvation, 
 enter ev'ry trembling heart. 
 
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 
 into ev'ry troubled breast; 
 let us all in thee inherit; 
 let us find thy promised rest. 
 Take away the love of sinning; 
 Alpha and Omega be; 
 end of faith, as its beginning, 
 set our hearts at liberty. 
 
3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 
 let us all thy life receive; 
 suddenly return, and never, 
 nevermore thy temples leave. 
 Thee we would be always blessing, 
 serve thee as thy hosts above, 
 pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
 glory in thy perfect love. 



 
4 Finish then thy new creation, 
 pure and spotless let us be; 
 let us see thy great salvation 
 perfectly restored in thee! 
 Changed from glory into glory, 
 till in heav'n we take our place, 
 till we cast our crowns before thee, 
 lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
 

Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray, Lord of stories, Jesus taught us through stories and the wisdom of the shared word. 
Teach us through your stories, that we may learn, grow, and love. For the sake of Jesus Christ we 
pray. Amen. 
 

Psalm 84:1-7 
 

 1How lovely is your dwelling place, 
 O LORD of hosts! 
 2My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the LORD; 
 my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God. 
 3Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, 
 where she may lay her young, at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 
 4Happy are those who live in your house, 
 ever singing your praise. 
 5Happy are those whose strength is in you, 
 in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
 6As they go through the valley of Baca 
 they make it a place of springs; the early rain also covers it with pools. 
 7They go from strength to strength; 
 the God of gods will be seen in Zion. 

 
 

Alleluia 
 

 
 
Gospel Lesson                                                    Matthew 13:24-45 
 

The gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

24He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and 
sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, 
then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, 



'Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' 28He 
answered, 'An enemy has done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather 
them?' 29But he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, 
Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.'" 
31He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone 
took and sowed in his field; 32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the 
greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches." 
33He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed 
in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened." 
34Jesus told the crowds all these things in parables; without a parable he told them nothing. 35This 
was to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet:  
 "I will open my mouth to speak in parables; 
 I will proclaim what has been hidden from the foundation of the world."  
36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 
"Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field." 37He answered, "The one who sows the good 
seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; 
the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the 
harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected and 
burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and 
they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them into 
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will 
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 
 

 

The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 
Hymn                                                                We Plow the Fields and Scatter                                       Hymn 680 
 

1 We plow the fields and scatter 
 the good seed on the land, 
 but it is fed and watered 
 by God's almighty hand, 
 who sends the snow in winter, 
 the warmth to swell the grain, 
 the breezes and the sunshine, 
 and soft refreshing rain. 
 
2 You only are the maker 
 of all things near and far. 
 You paint the wayside flower, 
 you light the evening star. 
 The winds and waves obey you, 
 by you the birds are fed; 
 much more to us, your children, 
 you give our daily bread. 
 
3 We thank you, our creator, 
 for all things bright and good, 
 the seed-time and the harvest, 
 our life, our health, our food. 



       No gifts have we to offer 
 for all your love imparts 
 but what you most would treasure— 
 our humble, thankful hearts. 
 
Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,   
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Ministry Announcements        
 

Prayers of Intercession      Response: hear our prayer 
 

LITURGY OF THE MEAL 

Offering & Offertory                             www.engagedbygrace.org/offering       

Dialog    
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 



Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.   sit 
 

Communion  
  

Blessing 
 

Closing Hymn                                          Come, Ye Thankful People, Come                                            Hymn 693  
 
1 Come, ye thankful people, come; 
 raise the song of harvest home. 
 All be safely gathered in 
 ere the winter storms begin. 
 God, our maker, doth provide 
 for our wants to be supplied. 
 Come to God's own temple, come, 
 raise the song of harvest home. 
 
2 All the world is God's own field, 
 fruit unto his praise to yield; 
 wheat and tares together sown, 
 unto joy or sorrow grown. 
 First the blade, and then the ear, 
 then the full corn shall appear. 
 Lord of harvest, grant that we 
 wholesome grain and pure may be. 



 
3 For the Lord our God shall come 
 and shall take his harvest home; 

from his field shall in that day 
 all offenses purge away; 
 give his angels charge at last 
 in the fire the tares to cast, 
 but the fruitful ears to store 
 in his garner evermore. 
 
4 Even so, Lord, quickly come 
 to thy final harvest home. 
 Gather then thy people in, 
 free from sorrow, free from sin, 
 there, forever purified, 
 in thy garner to abide. 
 Come, with all thine angels, come, 
 raise the glorious harvest home!                           

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. Renew our 
strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. Amen. 
 

SENDING  
 

Blessing & Dismissal 
  

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, strengthen, and 
uphold you, today and always. Amen. 
 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude                            
  

Chancel flowers today are given to the Glory of God. 
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