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PRELUDE 
Angels We Have Heard on High    -Brad Howland 
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                            
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                                                                 -Clark Cothern 
Angels from the Realms of Glory 
Rejoice, Rejoice                                                                                                      -Cathy Moklebust 
Gentle Mary Laid Her Child                    
He Shall Feed His Flock                  -G.F. Handel 

      Et In Terra Pax                                                                                                         -John Purifoy 
O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

GOD’S PROMISE CALLS US ALL 
Season of the Old Testament 

 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
Then God said, "Let there be light" & there was light. And God saw that the light was good. (Gen 1:1-3) 
 

[Soon though] the earth became corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled with violence. And 
God saw that the earth was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted its ways upon the earth. And God 
said to Noah, "I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence; 
now I am going to destroy them along with the earth. Make yourself an ark. (Gen 6:11-14) 
 

[After the rain subsided] God said to Noah and to his sons with him, "As for me, I am establishing 
my covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with 
you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of 
the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a 
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth." God said, "This is the sign of the 
covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future 
generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and 
the earth.  (Genesis 9:8-13) 
 

[Eventually] the LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your father's 
house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one 
who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  (Gen 12:1-3) 
 

The word of the LORD came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant [and Abraham’s descendant] 
David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a 
house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been 
moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of 
Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to 
shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”  When your days 
are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall 
come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, 
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  (2 Sam 7:4-8, 11-12) 
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come 
forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore 
he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his 
kindred shall return  to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of 
the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he 
shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace. (Micah 5:2-5a) 
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HYMN                                              O Little Town of Bethlehem                                          Hymn 279 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
Oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 

 
GOD’S PRESENCE ENGAGES US ALL 

Season of Jesus’ Ministry 
 
GREETING, DIALOG AND PRAYER 
 
      In many and various ways God spoke to the people of old through the prophets. 

But now in these last days God has spoken to us through a Son. 
 

Say among the nations, "The LORD is king! 
The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved. 
 
He will judge the peoples with equity." 
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
 
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
Let the field exult, and everything in it. 
 
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 
Before the LORD; for he is coming, for he is coming to judge the earth. 
 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 
and the peoples with his truth.  (Psalm 96:10-13) 

 
Let us pray. Loving God, you sent your only son, Jesus, into the world, so that all might know of 
your love. Remind us daily that we are your precious children, too. We pray these things in the 
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
ANTHEM                                              Keep Your Lamps              -André Thomas 
 

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, the time is drawing nigh.  
Children, don’t get weary ’til your work is done.  

Christian, journey soon be over, the time is drawing nigh. 
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LESSONS AND CAROLS 
  
LESSON                                                  Luke 1:26-35, 38 

 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said 
to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 
no end." Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel said to her, 
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. Then Mary said, "Here 
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel 
departed from her. 

 
ANTHEM                                                    Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                                    -arr. Christopher 
      
SERVICE OF LIGHT     Light your candle by tipping it into the flame of another candle that has already been lit.                                  
 
LESSON                                                        Luke 2:1-7           

 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver 
her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 
HYMN                                              Silent Night, Holy Night!                                            Hymn 281 
      

      Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

 Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 
 glories stream from heaven afar, heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth.   

 
Extinguish candles 
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LESSON                                                                   Luke 2:8-20 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying,  
 "Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 
to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 
SERMON 
 
HYMN                                                 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                  Hymn 270 

 

 Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king;  
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled."  
Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 

 with angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 

Refrain:  Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king!" 
 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
 Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with healing in his wings. 
 Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
 born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth.  Refrain 
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RESPONSIVE PRAYER 
 

It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth. 
Your Word, Jesus, is truth. 
 

In his light, draw all to the manger 
to gather in wonder with the shepherds. 
 

In his light, draw all to the manger 
to kneel in reverence with the wise ones. 
 

In his light, draw all to the manger 
to sing for joy with the angels. 
 

In the brightness of his life 
cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world. 
 

It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way. 
In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life. Amen. 
 

 
OFFERING                                             www.engagedbygrace.org/offering     
    
OFFERTORY                  Joy to the World                             - arr. Dan Forrest   
 
DIALOG                                                            

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

 and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 
 
     Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 

 come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  Refrain 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING                                  

 

Holy God, 
Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time 
your word brought light into the world. 

In the fullness of time, 
you sent your Word, born of Mary, to shine in our darkness 
and to make us your daughters and sons. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his birth and life among us, 
his death and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
when all things will be restored in him. 

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 
that, held and nourished by you, 
we may live as your children, 
shining with the light of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION  
 
BLESSING 
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SENDING HYMN                                O Come, All Ye Faithful                                        Hymn 283 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him born the king of angels: 
 

Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
            O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God in the highest:  Refrain 
 

 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 
 Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 
 
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, give you peace this 
Christmas and always. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
Glory to God in the highest! Peace to God’s people on earth! 
 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. Thanks be to God. 

 
 
POSTLUDE                                       Toccata on “Joy to the World”                                  -Michael Dell 
 
 
BRASS MUSICIANS:  Alex Sanso, Ben Guegold, Gavin Abrams, and Peter Gooch 
 

READERS: Elli Cucksey & Keith Townsend
 
Poinsettias are given by …  
 

Abell Family     Tyler & Molly Pensyl 
Carolyn & Clyde Cramer    Warnement Family 
Ken Doolittle     Zinny Bond 
Hudson Family     Barbara Keller 
Higbee Family     Shirley Boyd  
Chris & Karin Cramer & Family   Janette MacConnell 
Fred & Chris Burton    Family of Don, Margaret & Jay Richter 
Jones/Poling Family    Fenner Family 
Nancy Riley     Beth & Doug Myser 
Schueler Family     Dave & Marge Markowich 
Lois Spurlock     Don & Karen Larson 
Dyann & Wally Taylor    Bob & Barbara Campbell 
Jon Scheiderer     Wachtman Family 
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