
 

 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                                      Season of the Old Testament- Week 15 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Fourth Sunday in Advent, December 18, 2022 

 
PREPARING FOR THE MESSIAH’S BIRTH 

God promises Jesus to be among us with grace and peace. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude   
 

Lighting the Advent Wreath 
 

Gathered around the Advent Wreath at the start of worship, 
We prepare ourselves for God to enter our lives, our community, our world. 

 
Holy Spirit, we cannot even fully conceive your peace, 
But how we need the fullness of God’s Shalom in our souls. 
God be with us, our Emmanuel, tell us the story until it lives in us. 
God, light our path to Peace. 
As we light the Peace candle, 
Show us your justice, mercy and light. 

 
Response    
 
 Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
 
 Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
 Oh, come, oh, come, great Lord of might, who to your tribes on Sinai’s height 
 in ancient times once gave the law in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  Refrain 
 
 Oh, come, strong Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny; 
 from depths of hell your people save and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  Refrain 
 
 Oh, come, blest Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by your advent here; 
 disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.  Refrain 

     

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  And also with you. 

 
 



 

 

Opening Hymn                                                                Joy to the World                                                Hymn 267 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 
 nor thorns infest the ground; 
 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray.   
God of promise, you made a commitment to Joseph that you would make Jesus a savior to all. 
Renew your commitment with us, so that all may know the saving grace of your son, Jesus. We 
pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



 

 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
 

 

Alleluia 
 

 
Matthew 1:18-25 
 

The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 1st chapter.      Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, 
planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had 
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24When Joseph awoke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital 
relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.        
                           

 

The Simple Gifts of Christmas 
 

Narrators: Lorraine Shear, Elaina Banicki, & Carly Pensyl 
Joseph: Eli Schumacher  
Horse #1: Corrine Sharp    Horse #2: Olivia Sharp 
Horse #3: Sydney Smith    Horse #4: Audrey Hallas 
Donkey: Campsie Griffith    Mary: Bernadette Shear 
Innkeeper: Vicar Jaren    Mother Cow: Amelia Sharp 
Sheep: Genevieve Sheely    King Herod: Cami Berkemer 
Wise Man #1: Noah Reed    Wise Man #2: Scarlett Reed 
Wise Man #3: Noah Schumacher   Camel #1: Lydia Christmas 
Camel #2: Eva Hallas    Camel #3: Lily Richard 
Stars: Clark Bassett, Mia Torres  
 
Animals and Angels: 



 

 

Evelyn Sharp     Claire Christman  
Jack Abell      Ben Abell 
Forrest Sheely     Violet Cooley  
Spencer Smith     Austin Abell 
Isabel Hallas     Zoe Sanghavi 
Charlotte Sanghavi     Lydia Schumacher  
Teddy Sheely 

                         

Nicene Creed  
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come.  Amen.  

 

Ministry Announcements  sit    
 

Prayers of Intercession      Response: hear our prayer. 
 

LITURGY OF THE MEAL 
 

Offering & Offertory                                   
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your 
will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 



 

 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.    

    

Communion & Blessing 
 

Song after Communion                                                   All Earth is Hopeful                                          Hymn 266 
1 All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 
 Furrows lie open for God's creative task: 
 this, the labor of people who struggle to see 
 how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free. 
 
2 People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell: 
 "A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel"; 
 she conceived him, "God with us,"  

our brother, whose birth 
 restores hope and courage to children of this earth. 
 
3 Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared; 
 new highways opened, new protocols declared. 
 Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace! 
 All clear ev'ry gateway, in haste, come out in haste! 
 
4 We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib. 
 This same Lord Jesus today has come to live 
 in our world; he is present, in neighbors we see 
 our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
  

Let us pray. God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share. Make 
us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your people in the world, 
announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

SENDING!
 

Benediction & Dismissal 
 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 



 

 

Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
 

Chancel flowers today are given by the Pensyl Family in celebration of Connor’s 12th birthday and in 
memory of Molly’s mom.  
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Presiding Minister: Pastor Steve Wachtman Director of Equipping Ministers: Laura Hudson 
Minister of Music: Joshua Brodbeck    Director of Faith Formation:  Noelle Fox 
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