
 

 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                                      Season of the Old Testament- Week 14 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Third Sunday in Advent, December 11, 2022 

 
LIGHT TO THE NATIONS 

God promises a Savior to bring justice and peace for all. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude   
 

Lighting the Advent Wreath 
 

Gathered around the Advent Wreath at the start of worship, 
We prepare ourselves for God to enter our lives, our community, our world. 

 
Light of Nations, how we desire you. 
We long for the taste of freedom. 
God sends the Holy Spirit to free all captives 
God lights the path to freedom with Joy. 
Be with us as we light the Joy candle 
So we might reflect your justice, mercy and light. 

 
Response    
 
 Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
 
 Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
 Oh, come, oh, come, great Lord of might, who to your tribes on Sinai’s height 
 in ancient times once gave the law in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  Refrain 
 
 Oh, come, strong Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny; 
 from depths of hell your people save and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  Refrain 

     

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  And also with you. 

 



 

 

Opening Hymn                                                   Prepare the Royal Highway                                          Hymn 264 
 
1 Prepare the royal highway; 
 the King of kings is near! 
 Let ev'ry hill and valley 
 a level road appear! 
 Then greet the King of glory, 
 foretold in sacred story: 
 
Refrain 
 Hosanna to the Lord, 
 for he fulfills God's word! 
 
2 God's people, see him coming: 
 your own eternal king! 
 Palm branches strew before him! 
 Spread garments! Shout and sing! 
 God's promise will not fail you! 
 No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain 
 
3 Then fling the gates wide open 
 to greet your promised king! 
 Your king, yet ev'ry nation 
 its tribute too may bring. 
 All lands will bow before him; 
 their voices join your singing:  Refrain 
 
4 His is no earthly kingdom; 
 it comes from heav'n above. 
 His rule is peace and freedom 
 and justice, truth, and love. 
 So let your praise be sounding 
 for kindness so abounding:  Refrain 
 
Prayer of the Day 

 

Let us pray.   
God of light, you sent a savior into the world to bring justice and release to all who are in 
bondage. Shine this light upon us, and show us how to bring justice and peace to all who suffer. 
We pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



 

 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
 

 

Alleluia 
 

 
Matthew 12:15-21 
 

The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 12th chapter.      Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

5When Jesus became aware of this, he departed. Many crowds followed him, and he cured all of 
them, 16and he ordered them not to make him known. 17This was to fulfill what had been spoken 
through the prophet Isaiah: 18"Here is my servant, whom I have chosen, my beloved, with whom my 
soul is well pleased. I will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.  19He 
will not wrangle or cry aloud, nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets. 20He will not break a 
bruised reed or quench a smoldering wick  until he brings justice to victory. 21And in his name the 
Gentiles will hope." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.        
 

Response                                                               Wait for the Lord     

                              
Isaiah 42:1-9  
 

1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon 
him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in 
the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will 
faithfully bring forth justice. 4He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in 



 

 

the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 5Thus says God, the LORD, who created the 
heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives 
breath to the people upon it 
 and spirit to those who walk in it: 6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken 
you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people,  a light to the 
nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the 
prison those who sit in darkness. 8I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor 
my praise to idols. 9See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before 
they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life.       Thanks be to God.  
 

Sermon   
 

Hymn of the Day  stand                                            Hail to the Lord’s Anointed                                      Hymn 311 
 
1 Hail to the Lord's anointed, 
 great David's greater Son! 
 Hail, in the time appointed, 
 your reign on earth begun! 
 You come to break oppression, 
 to set the captive free, 
 to take away transgression 
 and rule in equity. 
 
2 You come with rescue speedy 
 to those who suffer wrong, 
 to help the poor and needy, 
 and bid the weak be strong; 
 to give them songs for sighing, 
 their darkness turn to light, 
 whose souls, condemned and dying, 
 are precious in your sight. 
 
3 You shall come down like showers 
 upon the fruitful earth; 
 love, joy, and hope, like flowers, 
 spring in your path to birth. 
 Before you on the mountains 
 shall peace, the herald, go; 
 and righteousness in fountains 
 from hill to valley flow. 
 
4 Kings shall fall down before you, 
 and gold and incense bring; 
 all nations shall adore you, 
 your praise all people sing. 
 To you shall prayer unceasing 
 and daily vows ascend; 
 your kingdom still increasing, 
 a kingdom without end. 
                          



 

 

Nicene Creed  
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come.  Amen.  

 

Ministry Announcements  sit    
 

Prayers of Intercession      Response: hear our prayer. 
 

LITURGY OF THE MEAL 
 

Offering & Offertory                                   
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your 
will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 



 

 

Lord's Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.    

    

Communion & Blessing 
 

Song after Communion                                        Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding                           Hymn 246 
 
1 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding! 
 "Christ is near," we hear it say. 
 "Cast away the works of darkness, 
 all you children of the day!" 
 
2 Wakened by the solemn warning, 
 from earth's bondage let us rise; 
 Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, 
 shines upon the morning skies. 
 
3 See the Lamb, so long expected, 
 come with pardon down from heav'n. 
 Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
 one and all, to be forgiv'n; 
 
4 So, when next he comes in glory 
 and the world is wrapped in fear, 
 he will shield us with his mercy 
 and with words of love draw near. 
 
5 Honor, glory, might, and blessing 
 to the Father and the Son 
 with the everlasting Spirit 
 while unending ages run! 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
  

Let us pray. God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share. Make 
us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your people in the world, 
announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

SENDING!
 

Benediction & Dismissal 
 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 
 



 

 

Postlude 
 

Chancel flowers today are given by Mike and Erika Lamont in honor of Max Buban's birthday. 
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