
 

 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                                      Season of the Old Testament- Week 13 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Second Sunday in Advent, December 4, 2022 

 
RETURN FROM EXILE 

God prospers us to be leaders in the advocacy of others. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude   
 

Lighting the Advent Wreath 
 

Gathered around the Advent Wreath at the start of worship, 
We prepare ourselves for God to enter our lives, our community, our world. 

 
Too often we feel in our souls the meaning of such a time as this! 
We need love to light our way. 
God sends Esthers to love us in terrible times. 
God, light our path with love. 
Help us to light love for others, 
So that all might know your justice, mercy and light.  

 
Response    
 

Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.                                                 

            

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  And also with you. 

 
Opening Hymn                                                   On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry                              Hymn 249 
 
1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry announces that the Lord is nigh; 
 awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 
2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; make straight the way for God within, 
 and let us all our hearts prepare for Christ to come and enter there. 
 
3 We hail you as our Savior, Lord, our refuge and our great reward; 
 without your grace we waste away like flow'rs that wither and decay. 



 

 

 
4 Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, and make us rise to fall no more; 
 oh, let your face upon us shine and fill the world with love divine. 
 
5 All praise to you, eternal Son, whose advent has our freedom won, 
 whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Spirit, evermore. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray.   
God of justice, you sent your servant Esther into a life of privilege so that those without would be 
taken care of. In our privilege, show us how to advocate for those who have less, so that your 
world might be peaceful and just. We pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
 

 

Alleluia 
 

 
Matthew 5:13-16 
 

The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th chapter.      Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13"You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no 
longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
14"You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a lamp 
puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory 
to your Father in heaven.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.        
 



 

 

Response                                                               Wait for the Lord     

                              
Esther 4:1-17 
  

1When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and 
ashes, and went through the city, wailing with a loud and bitter cry; 2he went up to the entrance of 
the king's gate, for no one might enter the king's gate clothed with sackcloth. 3In every province, 
wherever the king's command and his decree came, there was great mourning among the Jews, 
with fasting and weeping and lamenting, and most of them lay in sackcloth and ashes. 
4When Esther's maids and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was deeply distressed; she 
sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take off his sackcloth; but he would not accept 
them. 5Then Esther called for Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs, who had been appointed to 
attend her, and ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn what was happening and why. 6Hathach 
went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the king's gate, 7and Mordecai told 
him all that had happened to him, and the exact sum of money that Haman had promised to pay 
into the king's treasuries for the destruction of the Jews. 8Mordecai also gave him a copy of the 
written decree issued in Susa for their destruction, that he might show it to Esther, explain it to her, 
and charge her to go to the king to make supplication to him and entreat him for her people. 
9Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai had said. 10Then Esther spoke to Hathach and gave 
him a message for Mordecai, saying, 11All the king's servants and the people of the king's provinces 
know that if any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner court without being called, there is 
but one law — all alike are to be put to death. Only if the king holds out the golden scepter to 
someone, may that person live. I myself have not been called to come in to the king for thirty 
days. 12When they told Mordecai what Esther had said, 13Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, "Do 
not think that in the king's palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. 14For if you keep 
silence at such a time as this, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another quarter, but 
you and your father's family will perish. Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just 
such a time as this." 15Then Esther said in reply to Mordecai, 16Go, gather all the Jews to be found in 
Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. I and my 
maids will also fast as you do. After that I will go to the king, though it is against the law; and if I 
perish, I perish. 17Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life.       Thanks be to God.  
 

Sermon   
 



 

 

Hymn of the Day  stand                                               Blessed Be the God of Israel                                 Hymn 250 
 
1 Blessed be the God of Israel 
 who comes to set us free 
 and raises up new hope for us: 
 a Branch from David’s tree. 
 So have the prophets long declared  
 that with a mighty arm 
 God would turn back our enemies  
 and all who wish us harm. 
 
2 With promised mercy will God still 
 the covenant recall, 
 the oath once sworn to Abraham, 
 from foes to save us all; 
 that we might worship without fear 
 and offer lives of praise, 
 in holiness and righteousness 
 to serve God all our days. 
 
3 My child, as prophet of the Lord 
 you will prepare the way, 
 to tell God’s people they are saved  
 from sin’s eternal sway. 
 Then shall God’s mercy from on high 
 shine forth and never cease 
 to drive away the gloom of death 
 and lead us into peace. 
                          

Nicene Creed  
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come.  Amen.  

 

Ministry Announcements  sit    
 

Prayers of Intercession      Response: hear our prayer. 
 

LITURGY OF THE MEAL 
 

Offering & Offertory                                   



 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end… Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.    

    

Communion & Blessing 
 

Song after Communion                                        Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding                           Hymn 246 
 
1 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding! 
 "Christ is near," we hear it say. 
 "Cast away the works of darkness, 
 all you children of the day!" 
 
2 Wakened by the solemn warning, 
 from earth's bondage let us rise; 
 Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, 
 shines upon the morning skies. 
 
3 See the Lamb, so long expected, 
 come with pardon down from heav'n. 
 Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
 one and all, to be forgiv'n; 
 
4 So, when next he comes in glory 
 and the world is wrapped in fear, 
 he will shield us with his mercy 
 and with words of love draw near. 
 
5 Honor, glory, might, and blessing 
 to the Father and the Son 
 with the everlasting Spirit 
 while unending ages run! 
 

 



 

 

Prayer after Communion 
  

Let us pray. God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share. Make 
us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your people in the world, 
announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

SENDING!
 

Benediction & Dismissal 
 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
 

Chancel flowers today are given by Paul & Chris Pryor in memory of family. 
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