
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
First Sunday in Advent, November 27, 2022 

 
FAITH AS A WAY OF LIFE 

God joins us in our distress so that we may accompany others in their distress. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude   
 
Lighting the Advent Wreath 
 

Gathered around the Advent Wreath at the start of worship, 
We prepare ourselves for God to enter our lives, our community, our world. 

 
God, what does hope taste like? 
Does it taste like clear cool water after a faithful run? 
Faith is a path.  
God light our path with Hope 
Help us to the light the Hope candle 
So we might find your justice, mercy and light.       

 
Response    
 

Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.                                                 

 
            

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  And also with you. 
 

 
Opening Hymn                                                   Fling Wide the Door                                                      Hymn 259 
1 Fling wide the door, unbar the gate; 
 the King of glory comes in state; 
 the Lord of lords and King of kings, 
 the Savior of the world who brings 
 his great salvation to the earth. 
 So raise a shout of holy mirth 
 and praise our God and Lord, 
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 Creator, Spirit, Word. 
 
2 He is the rock of our belief, 
 the heart of mercy's gentle self. 
 His kingly crown is holiness; 
 his scepter is his loveliness; 
 he brings our sorrows to an end. 
 Now gladly praise our king and friend, 
 and worship him with song 
 for saving us from wrong. 
 
3 Oh, happy towns and blessed lands 
 that live by their true king's commands. 
 And blessed be the hearts he rules, 
 the humble places where he dwells. 
 He is the rightful Son of bliss 
 who fills our lives and makes us his, 
 creator of the world, 
 our only strength for good. 
 
4 Come, Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ; 
 our hearts are open wide in trust. 
 Oh, show us now your lovely grace, 
 upon our sorrows shine your face, 
 and let your Holy Spirit guide 
 our journey in your grace so wide. 
 We praise your holy name, 
 from age to age the same! 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray.   
Faithful God, you proved your faithfulness to your people when they cried out to you in distress. 
Be present in our distress, and show us how to be faithful to you in the midst of suffering. We 
pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

LITURGY OF HE WORD 
 

 
 

Matthew 26:36-38 
 

The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 26th chapter.      Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

36Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, "Sit here 
while I go over there and pray." 37He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began 
to be grieved and agitated. 38Then he said to them, "I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain 
here, and stay awake with me." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.        
 



 

 

Response                                                               Wait for the Lord     

                              
 

Habakkuk 1:1- 4; 2:2-4; 3:17-19 
 

1The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 2O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not 
listen? Or cry to you "Violence!" and you will not save? 3Why do you make me see wrongdoing and 
look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise. 4So the law 
becomes slack and justice never prevails. The wicked surround the righteous —  therefore 
judgment comes forth perverted. 
 
2Then the LORD answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets,  so that a runner 
may read it. 3For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does not lie. If 
it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay. 4Look at the proud! Their spirit is 
not right in them, but the righteous live by their faith.  
 

O LORD, I have heard of your renown, and I stand in awe, O LORD, of your work. In our own time 
revive it; in our own time make it known; in wrath may you remember mercy.  God came from 
Teman, the Holy One from Mount Paran. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his 
praise. The rightness was like the sun; rays came forth from his hand, where his power lay hidden. 
Before him went pestilence and plague followed close behind. He stopped and shook the earth; he 
looked and made the nations tremble. The eternal mountains were shattered; along his ancient 
pathways the everlasting hills sank low. 
 
17Though the fig tree does not blossom, and no fruit is on the vines; though the produce of the olive 
fails, and the fields yield no food; though the flock is cut off from the fold, and there is no herd in the 
stalls, 18yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will exult in the God of my salvation. 19God, the LORD, is my 
strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, and makes me tread upon the heights. To the 
leader: with stringed instruments. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life.       Thanks be to God.  
 

Sermon 
 



 

 

Hymn of the Day  stand                              Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                                                     Hymn 244 
 
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 
 and let your lights appear; 
 the evening is advancing, 
 and darker night is near. 
 The bridegroom is arising 
 and soon is drawing nigh. 
 Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
 at midnight comes the cry. 
 
2 The watchers on the mountain 
 proclaim the bridegroom near; 
 go forth as he approaches 
 with alleluias clear. 
 The marriage feast is waiting; 
 the gates wide open stand. 
 Arise, O heirs of glory; 
 the bridegroom is at hand. 
 
3 The saints, who here in patience 
 their cross and suff'rings bore, 
 shall live and reign forever 
 when sorrow is no more. 
 Around the throne of glory 
 the Lamb they shall behold; 
 in triumph cast before him 
 their diadems of gold. 
 
4 Our hope and expectation, 
 O Jesus, now appear; 
 arise, O Sun so longed for, 
 o'er this benighted sphere. 
 With hearts and hands uplifted, 
 we plead, O Lord, to see 
 the day of earth's redemption 
 that sets your people free! 
 
Nicene Creed 

 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 



 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. 
 

Ministry Announcements  sit 
 
Prayers of Intercession      Response: hear our prayer. 
 

LITURGY OF THE MEAL 
 

 
Offering & Offertory                                   
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 



 

 

us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.    

    
 

Communion & Blessing 
 
Song after Communion                                  The King Shall Come                                                         Hymn 260 
 
1 The King shall come when morning dawns 
 and light triumphant breaks, 
 when beauty gilds the eastern hills 
 and life to joy awakes. 
 
2 Not as of old a little child, 
 to bear and fight and die, 
 but crowned with glory like the sun 
 that lights the morning sky. 
 
3 Oh, brighter than the rising morn 
 when Christ, victorious, rose 
 and left the lonesome place of death, 
 despite the rage of foes. 
 
4 Oh, brighter than that glorious morn 
 shall dawn upon our race 
 the day when Christ in splendor comes, 
 and we shall see his face. 
 
5 The King shall come when morning dawns 
 and light and beauty brings. 
 Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: 
 come quickly, King of kings. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
  

Let us pray. God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share. Make 
us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your people in the world, 
announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

SENDING!
 

 
Benediction & Dismissal 

 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus.  Amen. 
 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 



 

 

 

 
Postlude 
 

Chancel flowers today are given by Beth and Doug Myser in memory of Doug’s mother, Alice Myser, 
and Beth’s mother, Betty Sauer.   
 

A second flower arrangement is given by Ed Nelson in honor of Dave and Erica Reed’s wedding 
anniversary. 
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