
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	September	4	-	11,	2022	

	

 
 
Our Sunday Schedule  
 9:00 am – ALL IN! Discussion of the Narrative Lectionary (conference room) 
 9:00 am – High School Youth and Family Meeting (youth room) 
 10:00 am – Worship in person in the sanctuary and online at www.engagedbygrace.org  
 
New Ministry Opportunities 

RALLY DAY 
Sunday, September 11, 2022 

 

Rally Day is coming!  On Sunday, September 11, we will celebrate together the start of our new 
Discipleship Ministry program year, guided by a series of weekly Bible passages that starts at the 
beginning of the Bible and builds toward the end by next summer.  After studying and discussing all the 
passages for the year, the 2022-2023 Theme Team of Sue Eubanks, Sharon Hamersly, Patti and Bob 
Kammeyer, Cheryl Kriska, Elizabeth Sammons, Leslie Torres, Melea Wachtman, Director of Faith 
Formation Noelle Fox, Vicar Jaren and Pastor Steve have discerned this theme for the year:   
 

ALL IN! 
Called by Love for Action 

 

God’s promise of love calls us ALL. 
Season of the Old Testament 

September - December 
 

God’s presence in love engages us ALL. 
Season of Jesus’ Ministry 

January - March 
 

God’s power for love acts through us ALL. 
Season of the Early Church 

April - May  
 

For the sake of going ALL IN! together more closely around God’s love that calls us to action, we are 
going to try a new, integrated pattern for our Sunday morning worship and faith enrichment activities: 
 

 9:45  Children’s Warm-up/Opening in the Conference Room 
10:00 Worship 
10:50 Adult Hospitality in the Gathering Space 
          Children’s Hospitality and Wrap-up until 11:15 in Grace Hall 

 



At 9:45, all children are invited to gather in the Conference Room to Warm-up with a few songs and 
read together a paraphrase of the Bible story for the day.  Then on the way to worship at 10:00, everyone 
is welcome to pick up resources that will be available outside the sanctuary entrance to enhance 
engagement with the Bible story.  At the dismissal of worship, children will be invited to follow Noelle 
Fox and a team of youth leaders into Grace Hall for a snack treat and Bible Story Wrap-up activities with 
church friends, while adults interact around hospitality in the Gathering Space.   
 

Having been affirmed last month by Council, we pray that this new approach to Sunday mornings will 
strengthen our connection with the Bible and deepen our faith together.  And we will encourage that 
growth to continue at home with weekly devotions around additional Bible readings, caring 
conversations, service challenges and prayer as part of everyone’s daily routine.   
 

We look forward to seeing you at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday, September 11th for a faith-filled Rally Day – 
ALL IN! 
 

Learn More About the Narrative Lectionary 
Holy Trinity staff will be providing a fuller explanation and answering questions about the Narrative 
Lectionary that will focus our ministry together this year at 9am, Sunday, September 4 in the 
Conference Room.  We will discuss its origins, its purpose, its opportunities and its challenges.  You can 
start to learn more here as well:  https://www.workingpreacher.org/narrative-faq 
 
Confirmation and Adult Faith Enrichment 
Starting at 9am on Sunday, September 18 (the week after Rally Day), Confirmation class will take place 
in the Youth Room downstairs and Adult Faith Enrichment will take place in the Library.  Vicar Jaren 
will be teaching the first series for adults on Opening the Bible, to help augment the new approach we are 
taking with the Narrative Lectionary of weekly Bible passages that proceeds from the beginning of the 
Bible to the end through the program year. 
 
Make a Joyful Noise! 
Adult ringers and singers are invited to join the choir!  Rehearsals begin Thursday, September 8 at 6:30 
pm for bells and at 7:30 pm for voices.  No previous experience necessary!  For more information, 
please contact Minister of Music Josh Brodbeck at josh.brodbeck@engagedbygrace.org.  (Children’s 
choir rehearsals will begin Thursday, September 15 at 6:00 pm.) 
 
American Red Cross Blood Drive 
Save the date for the next blood drive at Holy Trinity on Thursday, September 8 from 9:00am -
3:00pm.  Go to www.redcrossblood.org/give or call 1-800-REDCROSS to make an appointment. 
 
Caring for God’s Creation – DC to Pittsburgh Bike Ride 
Would you like to see some of God’s Creation from a closer perspective?  Matt Sharp and Mark Abell are 
organizing a cross-country bike tour, exclusively on trails, from Washington, DC to Pittsburgh, PA.  The 
group would leave Columbus the evening of Wednesday, September 28 to drive by car to DC and arrive 
in Pittsburgh on Sunday, October 2 before returning via car to Columbus.  If you’d like to find out more, 
please contact Matt Sharp at matthewsharp17@gmail.com or Mark Abell at abell/markw@gmail.com by 
Monday, September 5 so plans can be made. 
 
Stewardship Corner 
There really is not differentiation between what is ours and what is God’s.  Psalm 24:1 reminds us, The 
Earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.  Quite clearly, everything 
belongs to God, including ourselves!  Contrary to the world that teaches us that our bodies are our own to 
do with as we please, the Apostle Paul declares, You are not your own; you were bought at a price.  
Therefore, honor God with your body (1Corinthians 6:19-20).  For more information about stewardship, 
please contact Max Buban at 614-771-8594 or maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net.  
 



News of Invite Ministries 
New Prayer Concerns: 
Jenny Peters, recovering from surgery on her hand 
Jack Rauch, recovering at First Community Healthcare Center following a recent hospitalization 
Judy McKitrick, recovering at home following a recent hospitalization 
 

Prayers for Our Members: 
Tina Gray, recovering from ACL surgery  
Alan Gaulke, recovering from a recent hospitalization 
Norma Rauch, amid various health concerns 
 

Removed from the Prayer List: 
Tabitha MacGowan, friend of the Fox family, now cancer-free 
 

Prayers for Our Family and Friends: 
Charles Jentes, father of Jill Banicki, hospitalized with infections in his legs 
Marian Jordan, cousin of Janet Benedick, hospitalized with Guillain-Barre Syndrome 
Aaron Adkins, husband of Ron Benedick’s former coworker, undergoing chemotherapy  
Joe Berkemer, uncle of Matt Berkemer, undergoing chemotherapy 
Phyllis Bliss, undergoing kidney dialysis twice/week 
Betty Mak, friend of Shirley Boyd, beginning daily home dialysis 
Rene Geiger, friend of Shirley Boyd, suffering from an undiagnosed illness 
Carla Neal, niece of Catherine Canada, following thyroid surgery 
Cheryl Shilling, friend of Catherine Canada, recovering from surgery 
James Daniel Craven, great-grandson of Genie Craven, born with immature lungs  
Jeanne Loy, mother of Cyndy Decker, suffering from end-stage dementia 
Nancy Case, friend of Sue Eubanks, being treated for cancer 
Joe Glieco, nephew of Sue and Bill Eubanks, diagnosed with leukemia 
Tim Curry, brother of Bev Farrell and brother-in-law of JoAnn Curry, struggling with Parkinson’s  
Michael Forts, brother of Jared Forts, recovering from a hospitalization for a serious illness 
Rev. Andrew Mazak, father of Leah Forts, hospitalized for tests 
Amy Sherman, niece of Alan and Therese Gaulke, diagnosed with throat cancer 
Diane McGuire, friend of the Hudson family, undergoing chemotherapy 
Marge Gray, friend of Barbara Keller, dealing with heart problems 
Sue Kochheiser, sister-in-law of Phil Kochheiser, diagnosed with pancreatic cancer 
Eloise and Tesla Leibold, twin daughters of Chase Leibold, experiencing difficult times 
Squire Aschinger, nephew of John & Judy McKitrick, diagnosed with cancer 
Staci Sigrist, cousin of MJ Neiman’s family, experiencing a recurrence of cancer 
Terry and Pam Reed, parents of Dave Reed, struggling with complications of Terry’s Parkinson’s Disease 
Kathy Sammons, mother of Jeff Sammons, experiencing fluid in her lungs 
Jeanette Polley, aunt of Jeff Sammons, diagnosed with bone cancer 
Phyllis Podmore, mother of Susan Setterlin, who broke her hip 
Sharon Larson, cousin of Barb Stock, experiencing cancer elsewhere following breast cancer 
Amy Lavoie, cousin of Becky Warnement, battling a recurrence of lung cancer 
Karen Byrd, aunt of Becky Warnement, experiencing end-stage Alzheimer’s Disease 
Those affected by the global pandemic, natural disasters, the Armed forces, victims of terror, and all those 
on the margins of society most vulnerable to unrest, oppression and exploitation. 
 
News of Embrace Ministries 
Cross-Cultural Journey 
WELCA (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church) invite all women and men to an afternoon with 
Pastor Katya Brodbeck on Sunday, September 11 at 2:00 pm at Holy Trinity.  In her presentation, 
Pastor Katya will discuss many topics including the role of women in the church as well as the situation 
between Russia and Ukraine.  Pastor Katya is a graduate of the Methodist Theological Seminary of Ohio 



and pastor at Powell United Methodist Church.  She is the wife of our own Minister of Music, Joshua 
Brodbeck.  Light refreshments will be served after the event.  All are welcome! 
 
WELCA/SOS Biennial Convention 
All Lutheran women in the Central Ohio area are invited to attend the 2022 Women of the ELCA/ 
Southern Ohio Synod Biennial Convention.  The 2022 Convention has been modified to a one-day only 
event to make it easier for many and all to attend.  With the theme “Hope for the Future,” the convention 
will be held Saturday, September 17 at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 125 N. Eastwood Ave., in Lancaster.  
Check-in begins at 8:00 am and the Gathering starts at 8:45.  Cost to attend is $25.  Attendees are asked to 
bring in-kind gifts/donations of diapers and baby wipes for the “Bottoms Up” Diaper Bank in Lancaster.  
Registration forms are available at Holy Trinity’s front reception window.  Deadline for registration is 
Friday, September 9.  Please contact Shirley Boyd for more information.	 
 
News of Empower Ministries 
Empowerment Shelf  
from Elizabeth Sammons With Love from our Racial Justice Taskforce (September 2022) 
Color of Compromise follow-up: How to Fight Racism, Follow the Blackbirds, and Send a Runner are 
books that I’ve read myself or seen as books of note.  This literature intends to expand our awareness, 
theology and/or acceptance of diverse viewpoints.  We hope you’ll discover how these writings from 
various generations embrace what it means to be human and to walk in spirit. 
 

How to Fight Racism: Courageous Christianity and the Journey Towards Racial Justice by Jemar Tisby 
How do we move beyond talking about racism and start equipping ourselves to fight against it?  In this 
follow-up to the New York Times bestseller, The Color of Compromise, Jemar Tisby provides readers a 
framework useful to consistently interrogate their own actions and maintain a consistent posture of anti-
racist behavior. 
 

Follow the Blackbirds by Gwen Westerman 
This Native-American poet builds a world in words that reflects the past, present and future of the Dakota 
people.  Westerman draws on both English and the Dakota language to celebrate the long journey along 
sunflower-lined highways of the tallgrass prairies that returns her to a place filled with more than history. 
 

Send a Runner: A Navajo Honors the Long Walk by Edison Eskeets 
This book features a member of the Navajo tribe, who in 2018 organized a ceremonial run honoring the 
Long Walk, his people’s forced journey more than a century prior.  Edison ran the 330-mile journey in 15 
days, and recounts his experience with parallels to the historic treatment of his tribe.  Available in audio.   
 
Birmingham: Spiritual Wanderings and Wonderings About Our Civil Rights Trail 
Vacation (Letter 8 by Fred Burton) 
  

In previous letters, I’ve written about our travels to Memphis, Selma, and Montgomery.  After a couple of 
days in Montgomery, we drove the short 90-minute drive on I-65N to our last stop…Birmingham.  In the 
1960s, Birmingham’s population was made up of about 60% White and 40% Black.  For me, the 1960s 
doesn’t seem that long ago and still seems familiar in a lot of ways.  However, it still surprises me to 
remember that during that same time period a majority of African Americans could not vote…or try 
clothes on in stores…or go to “whites only gas stations”…Birmingham was known back then as “The 
Most Segregated City in America.”   
 

We talked to some residents who still remember and refer to their city as “Bombingham” because of the 
50 or so dynamite explosions that occurred there between 1947 and 1965.  Bombs set off by White people 
who were angry that some neighborhoods were starting to become integrated.  
 

All of these bombings were tragic, but none really hurt our hearts more than the bombing of the 16th 
Street Baptist Church where four little girls were killed on September 15, 1963 by a bomb set off by the 
Ku Klux Klan.  We stood looking up from the church steps right by where the bomb went off.  It just 
didn’t seem possible that someone would have enough hate in their hearts to bomb a church.  We stood 



there quietly for a while and then crossed the street to Kelly Ingram Park.  This is a four-acre park that 
honors the Civil Rights Movement and struggle in Birmingham and includes one sculpture that 
remembers those four girls (see photos below).  

       
  
In this letter, there is simply no way to cover all there is to see in Birmingham.  Museums, parks, murals, 
churches, and historic homes all have their own “civil rights story” to tell.  Places like…Dynamite Hill.  
Birmingham’s Civil Rights Institute.  Bethel Baptist Church.  Birmingham Jail where MLK Jr. wrote his 
famous “Letter from the Birmingham Jail” in which he wrote “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere.”   Rickwood Baseball Field, which hosted a minor league White team as well as a Negro 
League team as their games were played on alternate weekends and where more than 100 Hall of Famers 
played (e.g. Babe Ruth, Willie Mays, Satchell Paige, and Jackie Robinson).   
Birmingham is just thick with Civil Rights history.  It’s also home to some great rib smoke houses and 
soul food joints as well.  But don’t get me started on the great food we ate on this trip! 
 

As interesting, informative and inspiring as these sites are, we continued to push ourselves to meet people 
and to hear their stories.  And that’s how we ended up attending a service at Birmingham’s Sixth Street 
Baptist Church.  
 

Some background:  I knew that we were ending our trip on Sunday and really wanted to bring our journey 
to a close by worshipping God at a Black church.  Bill Moyers, one of my favorite journalists and 
documentarians who used to do shows on PBS, once joked that… “In the South, there are more Baptists 
than people.”  And after our journey throughout some of the South, I’d say he’s pretty darn close to being 
right!  
 

So how did we choose to attend Sixth Street Baptist Church that Sunday?  Well, it sort of chose us.  You 
see, back in Selma, we met a young man named Stacy.  He was from Birmingham and had driven his 
elderly father down to Selma for the Jubilee Bridge Crossing festival.  Days earlier, in Selma, while 
standing in front of Brown Chapel (see the Selma letter), I met and talked with both of them and 
explained that my wife and I were going to be in Birmingham on Sunday in a few days and that we were 
thinking about attending the 16th Street Baptist Church — the one that had been bombed in 1963.   
 

Stacy’s Dad had a big smile on his face and told me “No, no, no.”  I looked at him with an amused and 
puzzled look on my face wondering “Why on earth would this man not want me to go to that church”?  
He quickly continued on and with a great deal of enthusiasm said: “When you come to Birmingham, 
you’ll want to go to OUR church, Sixth Street Baptist!”  And so, with this personal invitation given with 
so much joy… How could we resist?  (It also made be ponder later, gosh, how often do I as a Lutheran 
give such confident invitations…but I digress).  
 

So we agreed to meet Stacy and his wife Leslie at Sixth Street Baptist (the father couldn’t make it that 
Sunday).  We entered the church as a very upbeat and uptempo band played, Stacy introduced us to his 
charming wife, and we all sat together.  Music!  The band (the drummer had actually won a Grammy 
Award), a children’s choir made up of all ages sang a spirited version of the hymn “Rock of Ages” at a 
joyful tempo like I had never heard before, and then a well-dressed, all men’s choir sang beautifully (the 



church also has a co-ed choir and a separate women’s choir…all of these various choirs take turns on 
different Sundays).   
 

As the service progressed and unbeknownst to us, Stacy had passed on information about Chris and 
myself to his pastor and of course we were asked to stand as they welcomed us (I was delighted; Chris 
found it a bit painful).  After the service, we were greeted by the Pastor and introduced to several other 
people before we finally exited the building (an exit that lasted about as long as the service!).  We then 
did what everyone apparently does after church in Birmingham — go out to eat (see photo below).  After 
several hugs and goodbyes — and inviting them to stay at our house and attend our service at Holy 
Trinity, we headed out and drove back to Columbus.  
 

 
So the trip and these letters have come to an end.  As I’m writing this, thinking back on our trip, I’m still 
feeling grateful for having these experiences.  I’m also grateful to all of you who have gracefully let me 
share some of these experiences.  
 

And so I’ll leave you with one last “spiritual provocation” — i.e. something I have been thinking about 
and you might too.   
 

Frankly, I’m often overwhelmed when I think about all of the injustice in the world.  I worry about 
children.  About violence.  And especially I worry about what to do about it.   
 

I like to think there are different “entry points” for each of us as we seek justice and love our neighbors.  
It might be simply learning more about injustice through readings or attending our own HTL Sunday 
school classes.  It might be simply having an uncomfortable conversation with people of our own race or 
having a conversation with someone who doesn’t look like us or think like us.  It may be contributing 
food, money, or time.  It might be devoting a portion of a vacation to listening and learning from others.  
The entry points are, well, endless.   
 

I’m currently reading a book by Richard Rohr called Yes, And…Daily Meditations.  There are two 
sentences in the book that have been “bothering” me — in a good way.  They are:  
 

“The Gospel cannot happen in your head alone”.   
 

“The Gospel is about relationship.”   
 

If you ever want to wander through and wonder about those two sentences, please feel free to email me at 
fredrburton@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for September 4 - 11, 2022 
 
Sunday, September 4, 2022 

9:00 am – ALL IN! Discussion of Narrative Lectionary 
9:00 am – High School Youth and Family Meeting 
10:00 am- Worship in-person and online at www.engagedbygrace.org/ 

         
Monday  Labor Day – Church Office closed 
   
Tuesday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Wednesday 10:15 am – Preacher’s Bible Study 
  7:00 pm- WELCA Ruth Circle V 
   
Thursday  9:00 am – American Red Cross Blood Drive 

6:30 pm – Bell Choir 
7:30 pm – Adult Chancel Choir 

 
Friday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Saturday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Sunday, September 11, 2022 – Rally Day 
  10:00 am - Worship in-person and online at www.engagedbygrace.org/ 

2:00 pm – WELCA presents Cross-Cultural Journey featuring Katya Brodbeck 
 

 
 

         Holy Trinity Schedule of Worship Servers – September 2022 

 

Sunday Worship Texts 
Sunday, September 4:  Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 1; Philemon 1-21; Luke 14:25-33 
Sunday, September 11:  Genesis 6:5-22; 8:6-12; 9:8-17; Matthew 8:24-27 
 
The Holy Trinity Staff:  
Pastor:  Steve Wachtman (steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org) 
Vicar:  Jaren Summers (jaren.summers@engagedbygrace.org)  
Preschool:  Nancy VanFossen (nancy.vanfossen@engagedbygrace.org)  
Administrator:  Laura Hudson (laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org) 
Minister of Music:  Joshua Brodbeck (joshua.brodbeck@engagedbygrace.org) 
Director of Faith Formation:  Noelle Fox (noelle.fox@engagedbygrace.org  
 
 
 
For mobile giving options, scan code below with your phone’s camera or go to http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212    614-486-9433 phone/fax 
       email@engagedbygrace.org  

Date	 Time	 Welcome	
Center	

Assisting	
Minister	

Lay	Reader	 Ushers	 Livestream	 Bread	Bakers	 Communion	Team	

Sept.	
4	

10:00	
am	

	 Peg	Steele	 Tim	Hudson	 Tom	Wuichet	
Alan	Gaulke	

Matt	Sharp	
Suellen	Sharp	

Joanne	Duncan	
Terri	Michael	

Sept.	
11	

10:00	
am		

Dan	and	
Pam	Perry	

Tim	Hudson	 Beth	Myser	 Chris	Pryor	
Phil	Favret	
Peter	Ward	

Mark	Abell	
Suellen	Sharp	

Nancy	VanFossen	
Madeleine	
Guggenaster	

Sept.	
18	

10:00	
am	

	 Sue	Eubanks	 Paula	Fenner	 Matt	Sharp	
Ben	Kaffenberger	

Tim	Rice	
Suellen	Sharp	

Suellen	Sharp	
Nancy	Riley	

Sept.	
25	

10:00	
am	

Bob	and	
Barb	
Campbell	

Keith	
Townsend		

Elli	Cucksey	 Adam	
Wagenbach	
JoAnn	Curry	
Brian	Barrett	

Ben	
Kaffenberger	

Suellen	Sharp	

Kathy	Higbee	
Marie	Tanner	


