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Welcome to Holy Trinity 

Your thanks and praise strengthens our worship  
as we celebrate again God’s love for all the world  

using a liturgy led by organ, piano, vocal or combo choir  
as a witness to the rich diversity within our one faith in Christ. 

 

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating Paul’s request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in 
Christ. Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be 

strengthened in this hour to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own. 
 

As any need or question arises during your experience at Holy Trinity this morning,  
 the ushers and welcome center attendants are ready to assist you. 

 

 
 

GATHERING 
Prelude                              

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 



Opening Hymn                            Earth and All Stars!                     Hymn 731 

 
1 Earth and all stars! Loud rushing planets! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! 
Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blowing snowstorm! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 
 
Refrain 
God has done marvelous things. 
I too sing praises with a new song! 
 
2 Trumpet and pipes! Loud clashing cymbals! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! 
Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud humming cellos! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 
 
3 Engines and steel! Loud pounding hammers! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! 
Limestone and beams! Loud building workers! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 
 
4 Classrooms and labs! Loud boiling test tubes! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! 
Athlete and band! Loud cheering people! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 
 
5 Knowledge and truth! Loud sounding wisdom! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! 
Daughter and son! Loud praying members! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 

 
Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. 
And also with you. 

 



Hymn of Praise 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Let us pray,  
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, 
continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to 
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

First Lesson                         Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 

15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the 
commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your 
God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live 
and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to 
possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods 
and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you 
are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I 
have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants 
may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you 
and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life.   Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 1 
 

 1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of  
        the scornful! 
 2Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  
 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in  
        due season, with leaves that do not wither; 
  everything they do shall prosper. 
 4It is not so with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 6For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  

 
Please stand as you are able for the Gospel 

 
Gospel Lesson                            Luke 14:15-33 
  

The gospel according to St. Luke, the 14th chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
15One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, "Blessed is anyone who will eat bread in the 
kingdom of God!" 16Then Jesus said to him, "Someone gave a great dinner and invited many. 17At the 
time for the dinner he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited, 'Come; for everything is ready 
now.' 18But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought a piece of land, and 
I must go out and see it; please accept my regrets.' 19Another said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I 
am going to try them out; please accept my regrets.' 20Another said, 'I have just been married, and 
therefore I cannot come.' 21So the slave returned and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the 
house became angry and said to his slave, 'Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the town and bring 
in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.' 22And the slave said, 'Sir, what you ordered has been 
done, and there is still room.' 23Then the master said to the slave, 'Go out into the roads and lanes, and 
compel people to come in, so that my house may be filled. 24For I tell you, none of those who were 
invited will taste my dinner.'" 
25Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them, 26"Whoever comes to me 
and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, 
cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For 
which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he 
has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who 



see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' 31Or what 
king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able 
with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, 
while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, 
none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions. 

 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon  sit                                             
 
Hymn of the Day  stand     Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways    Hymn 772 
 

1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 
to keep his statutes still! 
Oh, that my God would grant me grace 
to know and do his will! 
 
2 Order my footsteps by your word 
and make my heart sincere; 
let sin have no dominion, Lord, 
but keep my conscience clear. 
 
3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 
a stricter watch to keep; 
and should I e'er forget your way, 
restore your wand'ring sheep. 
 
4 Make me to walk in your commands, 
'tis a delightful road; 
nor let my head or heart or hands 
offend against my God. 

 
 
Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Ministry Announcements  sit    
 
Prayers of Intercession      Response: hear our prayer, O God 



LITURGY OF THE MEAL 
 

Offering & Offertory                  
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants and 
animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise. 
 
When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us again into one. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death, we await that 
day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 
 
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, so let your 
Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 
both now and forever.  Amen. 



Lord's Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.   sit 

Communion 
 
Blessing 
 
Song after Communion                 O God beyond All Praising            Hymn 880 
 

1 O God beyond all praising, we worship you today 
and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 
for we can only wonder at ev'ry gift you send, 
at blessings without number and mercies without end: 
we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word, 
we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 
 
2 The flow'r of earthly splendor in time must surely die, 
its fragile bloom surrender to you, the Lord most high; 
but hidden from all nature the eternal seed is sown-- 
though small in mortal stature, to heaven's garden grown: 
for Christ, your gift from heaven, from death has set us free, 
and we through him are given the final victory. 
 
3 Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring, 
that we who know your favor may serve you as our King; 
and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill, 
we'll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still: 
to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, 
and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Let us pray. Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your 
mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your 
love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

SENDING  

Benediction & Dismissal 
 

The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you the path of life 
this day and always. Amen. 
 
Go in peace. Love your neighbor. Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude 
 
Chancel flowers today are given by John M. Wheatley in loving memory of Dot and Jack Wheatley. 
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