
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	July	31	–	August	7,	2022	

	

 
 
Our Sunday Schedule  

9:00 am – “The Color of Compromise” Summer Sunday Series for Adults 
10:00 am – Worship in person in the sanctuary and online at www.engagedbygrace.org  

 
New Ministry Opportunities 
Introducing Holy Trinity’s New Vicar 
Hello all! My name is Jaren Summers and I will be your seminary intern for the next two years. I am a 
student at Trinity Lutheran Seminary here in Columbus. I was raised in central Indiana for the majority of 
my life. I graduated from Ball State University in Muncie, IN with a B.S. in Social Studies Education and 
was licensed to teach history and political science from grades 6-12. I met my wife Kendra at Ball State 
and we have been married for over 3 years. This past October, we welcomed our firstborn into this world: 
our son Ezra. He is now 9 months old. My family also has a cat named Paisley. My passions include 
history, political science, nature, and, of course, Jesus Christ. I enjoy reading and taking hikes in nature. I 
am a proud Eagle Scout and look forward to serving as a vicar here at Holy Trinity. Ironically, my home 
congregation is also named Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and my pastor, Pastor Jerry O'Neil, was 
mentored by Pastor Wachtman for some time while he was in seminary. I look forward to meeting you all 
and growing in my journey as I pursue ordination. Thank you for welcoming me into this incredible 
community. I am excited to get started.  
 

                                    

      

 
Vicar Jaren Summers, his wife 
Kendra and their son Ezra were 
introduced and installed at Holy 
Trinity on Sunday, July 17. Vicar 
Jaren’s office hours will be  
Monday-Thursday 9am-12:30pm  
and afternoons by appointment.  
He can be reached at the church, his 
cell 317-263-4736, or by email at 
jaren.summers@engagedbygrace.org.  



Save the Date for Blessing of the Backpacks – Sunday, August 14 
As the journey of the new school year approaches and we all continue our vocational journeys, everyone 
is invited to bring their backpacks, bags, briefcases, diaper bags, totes, purses, laptop bags, tool kits, etc. 
to be blessed during worship on Sunday, August 14th.  See you then! 
 
Montgomery: Spiritual Wanderings and Wonderings About Our Civil Rights Trail Vacation 
(Letter 6) 
 

After spending two days in Selma, my wife Chris and I drove to our next stop…Montgomery, the capital of 
Alabama.  It is only about a one-hour drive on Highway 80.  However, you’re going to want to spend a lot 
more time getting there because this road is actually the very path of those who marched 54 miles from Selma 
to the capital building in Montgomery.  There are some amazing interpretive centers and markers along the 
way that you won’t want to miss, so plan to spend a little extra time on your drive.  I won’t go into the sites to 
see on that road here because this letter is going to be way too long as it is!  
 

Montgomery.  Journalist Deborah Douglas describes it as a city where “Confederate adoration persists, living 
in tension with the civil rights movement.”  During our two days there, we found that description to be fairly 
accurate.  Our “mission” on this vacation was to “listen and learn” about the civil rights movement and to 
reflect on how this connected to our faith life.  Montgomery is a treasure trove of places to learn!  For 
example, there is the Rosa Parks museum that has amazing spaces for children to experience as well as adults.   
 

But for us, nothing compared to The Legacy Museum and the National Memorial for Peace and Justice.  We 
spent about four hours in the Legacy Museum and could easily have spent two days.  This museum was 
opened in 2018 and is an 11,000 square-foot immersion experience into the history of slavery and the civil 
rights movement.  From the time you enter into a large room with a floor to ceiling video feed and surround 
sound depicting a slave ship crossing the ocean, to walking down a dark hall and peering into slave holding 
pens where men, women, and children are telling their heart-wrenching stories…this museum is a must see.   
 

Once you leave the Legacy Museum (and you’re not going to want to leave), there is a small bus that will take 
you to the National Memorial for Peace and Justice just minutes away (and the bus will take you back when 
you are finished).  While there, we quietly walked around this first-ever memorial to victims of lynching (see 
photos below).  The victims’ names and the dates they were lynched are engraved in large, iron rectangles.  
Each iron rectangle represents counties in almost every state in the US (including Ohio) listing where and 
when these lynchings took place.  It’s a bit overwhelming.   
 

       
 
The purpose of our vacation was to “listen and learn” not only at museums, but from people we met along the 
way.  More specifically, people that we went out of our way to meet.  And so as we rode the small bus from 
the Legacy Museum over to the National Memorial, there were just four of us — Chris, myself, and two black 
women sitting a few seats in front of us.  I had my “I wonder how I could meet these folks” antennae up 
rather than what I normally do on public transportation — don’t talk to anyone and don’t look them in the 
eye.  It’s weird! 
 

But that social politeness all changed when one of the women turned around, looked me in the eye and said: 
“What’s your opinion of The 1619 Project?”   



I confessed that I had heard of it, but hadn’t read the book.  She said: “That’s OK, at least you and your wife 
are here (referring to our visit to the Legacy Museum).”  
 

In a voice that we could all hear, the other woman scolded her friend and said: “For heavens sake, why don’t 
you ask that man what he thought of the Legacy Museum that we all just visited instead of badgering him 
about the 1619 Project?”  
 

That broke the ice and from that point on, it was non-stop talking on the bus and for 45 more minutes once we 
had all gotten off the bus.  We learned that they weren’t just friends but sisters named Ira and Kathy.  
 

At one point Ira said,  “I think the Legacy Museum should have a place where white and black people could 
then talk to process their thoughts and feelings after visiting the museum, you know, like the four of us are 
doing right now.”  I said I couldn’t agree more.  
 

Later Ira said, “You know, there’s just one race, the human race and we’re all God’s children.”  Again, I said 
I couldn’t disagree with that either and told her that I believed that the four of us were brothers and sisters.  
She liked that as was evident by the big smile on her face and as she nodded her head up and down as if 
giving it an “Amen!”  As we prepared to go on our separate ways she said, “You know, there ain’t no black 
heaven and white heaven.”  We laughed and ended with hugs and good-byes (see photo).  
 

 
 

Oh, and by the way, I bought The 1619 Project book that very day.   
 

I want to end here with a “spiritual provocation” that I used in a previous letter because I think it especially 
applies here.    
 

Consider the Biblical verse: “You are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s 
people and also members of his household.”  - (Ephesians 2:19)  My Lutheran Study Bible comments on this 
verse noting that “Christ brings both Jews and Gentiles together by the cross.” And that as children of God, 
we are “no longer aliens, but full citizens in the household of God.”   
 

Which makes me think: While I certainly feel a kinship with fellow “citizens” inside our church, I wonder 
how many opportunities I have in my daily life and while traveling to connect with, listen to, enjoy the 
company of, and most importantly interact with the full diversity of “citizens” outside our church (certainly 
our HTL partnership with First English is one such opportunity).  If you have been successful in doing so (a 
small conversation or in some other larger way), feel free to share that in an email (fredrburton@gmail.com).  
Actually, it would be just as interesting to share some failed attempts as well. I have plenty of those to share :) 
 

Final Postscript: In the last letter, Holy Trinity members John and Cindy Lytle shared their civil rights 
experiences as they traveled to Los Angeles to support their daughter who was having a baby.  Well, the baby 
(Ruby) made it safely into the world on July 18!   
 
 



Stewardship Corner 
Money by itself is neutral; our money is what we make it.  Money can be our end or means to an end.  
Money can own us or be owned by us.  Money can be our servant or our master.  The Bible tells us that it 
is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter God’s kingdom 
(Matthew 19:24).  It is not money, but our attitude toward money that can separate us from a relationship 
with Jesus. For more information about stewardship, contact Max Buban at maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net 
or 614-771-8594.  
 
News of Invite Ministries 
We Rejoice With: 
Cindy and John Lytle at the birth of their granddaughter, Ruby Beck Lytle.  Mother Liz Lytle and baby 
Ruby are doing well. 
 

Prayers for Our Members: 
Kris Kochheiser 
Jack Rauch 
Norma Rauch 
Miriam Ringquist 
Alice Larrimer 
 

Prayers for Our Family and Friends: 
Betty Mak, friend of Shirley Boyd, beginning daily home dialysis 
Charles Jentes, father of Jill Banicki, hospitalized with infections in his legs 
Aaron Adkins, husband of Ron Benedick’s former coworker, undergoing chemotherapy  
Joe Berkemer, uncle of Matt Berkemer, undergoing chemotherapy 
Phyllis Bliss, undergoing kidney dialysis twice/week 
Rene Geiger, friend of Shirley Boyd, suffering from an undiagnosed illness 
Carla Neal, niece of Catherine Canada, following thyroid surgery 
Cheryl Shilling, friend of Catherine Canada, recovering from surgery 
Thomas Andrew and James Daniel Craven, great-grandsons of Genie Craven, born with immature lungs  
Jeanne Loy, mother of Cyndy Decker, suffering from end-stage dementia 
Nancy Case, friend of Sue Eubanks, being treated for cancer 
Joe Glieco, nephew of Sue and Bill Eubanks, diagnosed with leukemia 
Tim Curry, brother of Bev Farrell and brother-in-law of JoAnn Curry, struggling with Parkinson’s  
Rev. Andrew Mazak, father of Leah Forts, hospitalized for tests 
Tabitha MacGowan, friend of the Fox family, recently diagnosed with bone cancer 
Amy Sherman, niece of Alan and Therese Gaulke, diagnosed with throat cancer 
Diane McGuire, friend of the Hudson family, recovering from breast cancer surgery 
Mike Kaculis, friend of many Holy Trinity choir members, in hospice care with brain cancer 
Marge Gray, friend of Barbara Keller, dealing with heart problems 
Sue Kochheiser, sister-in-law of Phil Kochheiser, diagnosed with pancreatic cancer 
Eloise and Tesla Leibold, twin daughters of Chase Leibold, experiencing difficult times 
Sara, daughter of Janet Maxwell, recovering from knee surgery 
Squire Aschinger, nephew of John & Judy McKitrick, diagnosed with cancer 
Staci Sigrist, cousin of MJ Neiman’s family, experiencing a recurrence of cancer 
Terry and Pam Reed, parents of Dave Reed, struggling with complications of Terry’s Parkinson’s Disease 
Kathy Sammons, mother of Jeff Sammons, experiencing fluid in her lungs 
Jeanette Polley, aunt of Jeff Sammons, diagnosed with bone cancer 
Phyllis Podmore, mother of Susan Setterlin, who broke her hip 
Sharon Larson, cousin of Barb Stock, experiencing cancer elsewhere following breast cancer 
Amy Lavoie, cousin of Becky Warnement, battling a recurrence of lung cancer 
Karen Byrd, aunt of Becky Warnement, experiencing end-stage Alzheimer’s Disease 
Those affected by the global pandemic, natural disasters, the Armed forces, victims of terror, and all those 
on the margins of society most vulnerable to unrest, oppression and exploitation. 



News of Embrace Ministries 
Summer Sunday School Series 
The Color of Compromise 
 

Within our ministry theme this summer, FREED TO SERVE, all teens and adults are invited to share in a 
Sunday School Series to help cultivate equality and justice for all races within the church.  Meeting each 
Sunday morning at 9am, the group views a 20-minute video segment from The Color of Compromise, 
presented by Reformed pastor and PhD candidate in history Jemar Tisby.  Each segment explores 
different dimensions of the role that the Bible and communities of faith have played in development of 
race relations in our country.  Each segment concludes with a guided discussion on the topic. 
 

A study guide is available with background information for each of the 11 sessions.  Please email Pastor 
Steve (steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org) or sign up at the Collection & Sign-up Corner if you would 
like one.  Both the video and full text of Tisby’s study are available in the church library as well. 
 
St. James Brats & Crafts Festival August 5-7 
St. James Lutheran Church, 5660 Trabue Road, Columbus, Ohio, will host its 38th Bratwurst & Crafts Festival 
on August 5-7.  For more information, please contact Steve Dodson at 614-777-7792, the church office at 
614-878-5158, or visit the website: www.stjameslutheran.us.  
 
News of Empower Ministries 
Empowerment Shelf  
from Elizabeth Sammons With Love from our Racial Justice Taskforce 
 

Brave, Black, First; Reclaiming Dine History, and The Black Church: This is our Story are books for adults 
and youth that I’ve read myself or seen as books of note.  This literature intends to expand our awareness, 
theology and/or acceptance of diverse viewpoints.  We, on the Racial Justice Taskforce, hope you’ll discover 
how these writings from various generations embrace what it means to be human and to walk in spirit. 
 

Brave, Black, First: 50+African American Women Who Changed the World 
From the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of African American History and Culture. 
Profiles more than fifty trailblazing African American women whose accomplishments paved the way for the 
next generation.  Includes pivotal figures such as Ruby Bridges, Michelle Obama, Bessie Coleman, Aretha 
Franklin, Carla Hayden, Ibtihaj Muhammad, Zora Neale Hurston, Simone Biles, Oprah Winfrey, and more.  
For grades 3-6.  2020. 
 

Reclaiming Dine History:  The Legacies of Navajo Chief Manuelito and Juanita by Jennifer Denetdale.   
The first Navajo to earn a doctorate in history seeks to rewrite Navajo history. Reared on the Navajo Nation in 
New Mexico and Arizona, Jennifer Nez Denetdale is the great-great-great granddaaughter of a well-known 
Navajo chief, Manuelito (1816-1894), and his nearly unknown wife, Juanita (1845-1910). 
 

The Black Church: This is Our Story, This is our Song by Henry Louis Gates, Jr. 
Author examines the role of the Christian church in Black American life from the time of slavery to the 
twenty-first century.  Explores its impact on political movements for social justice.  Also in audio. 2021. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for July 31 – August 7, 2022 
 
Sunday, July 31, 2022 
  9:00 am – Adult Sunday School Series: The Color of Compromise 

10:00 am- Worship in-person and online at www.engagedbygrace.org/ 
     
Monday  6:30 pm – BSA Troop 555 
   
Tuesday  Special Election Polling Location 
 
Wednesday 10:15 am – Preacher’s Bible Study 
   
Thursday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Friday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Saturday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Sunday, August 7, 2022 
  9:00 am – Adult Sunday School Series: The Color of Compromise 

10:00 am- Worship in-person and online at www.engagedbygrace.org/ 
     
 
 
 

 
Holy Trinity Schedule of Worship Servers – July & August 2022 

 

 
Sunday Worship Texts 
Sunday, July 31:  Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23; Psalm 49:1-12; Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21 
Sunday, August 7:  Genesis 15:1-6; Psalm 33:12-22; Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16; Luke 12:32-40 
 
 
The Holy Trinity Staff:  
Pastor:  Steve Wachtman (steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org) 
Vicar:  Jaren Summers (jaren.summers@engagedbygrace.org)  
Preschool:  Nancy VanFossen (nancy.vanfossen@engagedbygrace.org)  
Administrator:  Laura Hudson (laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org) 
Minister of Music:  Joshua Brodbeck (joshua.brodbeck@engagedbygrace.org) 
Director of Faith Formation:  Noelle Fox (noelle.fox@engagedbygrace.org  
 
 
 
 
 
For mobile giving options, scan code below with your phone’s camera or go to http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212    614-486-9433 phone/fax 
       email@engagedbygrace.org  

Date	 Time	 Welcome	
Center	

Assisting	
Ministers	

Lay	Reader	 Ushers	 Livestream	 Bread	Bakers	 Communion	Team	

July	
31	

10am	 	 Max	Buban	 Alan	Gaulke	 Ron	Benedick	
John	Gray	

Mark	Abell	
Dyann	Taylor	

Chris	Grabenstatter	
Janette	MacConnell	

Aug.	
7	

10am	 Bob	and	
Barb	
Campbell	

Peg	Steele	 Beth	Myser	 Dan	Perry	
Skip	Duncan	

Tim	Rice	
Susan	
Setterlin	

Nancy	VanFossen	
Madeleine	
Guggenaster	

Aug.	
14	

10am	 	 Ron	Benedick	 Paula	Fenner	 Tom	Wuichet	
Alan	Gaulke	

Ben	
Kaffenberger	 Susan	

Setterlin	

Suellen	Sharp	
Nancy	Riley		

Aug.	
21	

10am	 Dan	and	
Pam	Perry	

Sue	Eubanks	 Elli	Cucksey	 Skip	Duncan	
John	Schueler	

Drew	
Peddicord	 Susan	

Setterlin	

Kathy	Higbee	
Marie	Tanner	


