
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	July	10	-	17,	2022	

	

 
 
Our Sunday Schedule  

9:00 am – “The Color of Compromise” Summer Sunday Series for Adults 
10:00 am – Worship in person in the sanctuary and online at www.engagedbygrace.org  

 
New Ministry Opportunities 
Greetings Beloved Friends! 
During our Pentecost worship on June 5, we all had an opportunity to reflect upon the challenges we face 
with our faith during the pandemic.  Here are some thoughts that were shared during worship:  At-home 
devotions are helpful; How can I re-establish church habits intentionally?; Online worship is appreciated 
so we feel connected to our Holy Trinity family; I have much hopelessness with all that’s going on in the 
world; I realized that I need to reach out to my neighbors more; When can we gather again with food and 
coffee?;  I missed seeing people when we couldn’t be together; Can we do more coloring?; Studying the 
Bible helps me feel closer to God….. 
 

Do some of these thoughts resonate with your own faith and how we are together as a church 
family?  While the pandemic has provided so many challenges and finding a “new normal” continues to 
be tough, remember the good news- Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 
13:8).  Ongoing conversation is welcomed as we all work together to nurture our faith and love one 
another.  I look forward to hearing from you. 
 

May God’s peace be with you, 
Noelle Fox, Director of Faith Formation Ministries (noelle.fox@engagedbygrace.org) 
 
Stewardship Corner 
Jim Elliot, who was a missionary and a martyr for his faith, gave us this profound statement: “He is no 
fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”  Through faith, we understand the truth 
in this statement.  All of our worldly possessions will at some time be taken away from us.  We will lose 
them during our lifetimes, or they will be taken away at death.  They cannot be kept forever.  However, 
we have the opportunity to use our material possessions in service to the Lord by giving to those in need 
and God’s Church.  What we give through faith will provide spiritual dividends for us as well as for 
others.  As Paul wrote, “The gifts you sent are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to 
God” (Philippians 4:18).  In verse 17, he wrote, “Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am looking for 
what may be credited to your account.”  What we do in Christ’s name for Him, we cannot lose.  For more 
information about stewardship, contact Max Buban at maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net or 614-771-8594.  
 
 



News of Invite Ministries 
Prayers for Our Members: 
Miriam Ringquist, recovering from shoulder replacement surgery 
Jack Rauch, hospitalized  
Jared Forts, recovering from a knee injury and blood clots in his leg 
Alice Larrimer, at First Community Healthcare Center  
 

Prayers for Our Family and Friends: 
Charles Jentes, father of Jill Banicki, hospitalized with infections in his legs 
Tom Laudick, friend of the Benedicks, diagnosed with pancreatic cancer 
Aaron Adkins, husband of Ron Benedick’s former coworker, undergoing chemotherapy  
Joe Berkemer, uncle of Matt Berkemer, undergoing chemotherapy 
Phyllis Bliss, undergoing kidney dialysis twice/week 
Rene Geiger, friend of Shirley Boyd, suffering from an undiagnosed illness 
Thomas Andrew and James Daniel Craven, great-grandsons of Genie Craven, born with immature lungs  
Jeanne Loy, mother of Cyndy Decker, suffering from end-stage dementia 
Nancy Case, friend of Sue Eubanks, being treated for cancer 
Joe Glieco, nephew of Sue and Bill Eubanks, diagnosed with leukemia 
Tim Curry, brother of Bev Farrell and brother-in-law of JoAnn Curry, struggling with Parkinson’s  
Rev. Andrew Mazak, father of Leah Forts, hospitalized for tests 
Tabitha MacGowan, friend of the Fox family, recently diagnosed with bone cancer 
Amy Sherman, niece of Alan and Therese Gaulke, diagnosed with throat cancer 
Diane McGuire, friend of the Hudson family, recovering from breast cancer surgery 
Mike Kaculis, friend of many Holy Trinity choir members, in hospice care with brain cancer 
Marge Gray, friend of Barbara Keller, dealing with heart problems 
Sue Kochheiser, sister-in-law of Phil Kochheiser, diagnosed with pancreatic cancer 
Mark Redfearn, son-in-law of Larsons and brother-in-law of Krissy Malatesta, battling prostate cancer 
Eloise and Tesla Leibold, twin daughters of Chase Leibold, experiencing difficult times 
Sara, daughter of Janet Maxwell, recovering from knee surgery 
Squire Aschinger, nephew of John & Judy McKitrick, diagnosed with cancer 
Staci Sigrist, cousin of MJ Neiman’s family, experiencing a recurrence of cancer 
Terry and Pam Reed, parents of Dave Reed, struggling with complications of Terry’s Parkinson’s Disease 
Kathy Sammons, mother of Jeff Sammons, experiencing fluid in her lungs 
Jeanette Polley, aunt of Jeff Sammons, diagnosed with bone cancer 
Phyllis Podmore, mother of Susan Setterlin, who broke her hip 
Sharon Larson, cousin of Barb Stock, experiencing cancer elsewhere following breast cancer 
Amy Lavoie, cousin of Becky Warnement, battling a recurrence of lung cancer 
Karen Byrd, aunt of Becky Warnement, experiencing end-stage Alzheimer’s Disease 
Those affected by the global pandemic, natural disasters, the Armed forces, victims of terror, and all those 
on the margins of society most vulnerable to unrest, oppression and exploitation. 
 
News of Embrace Ministries 
Summer Sunday School Series 
The Color of Compromise 
 

Within our ministry theme this summer, FREED TO SERVE, all teens and adults are invited to share in a 
Sunday School Series to help cultivate equality and justice for all races within the church.  Meeting each 
Sunday morning at 9am, the group will view a 20-minute video segment from The Color of Compromise, 
presented by Reformed pastor and PhD candidate in history Jemar Tisby.  Each segment will explore 
different dimensions of the role that the Bible and communities of faith have played in development of 
race relations in our country.  Each segment will be concluded with a guided discussion on the topic. 
 

A study guide is available with background information for each of the 11 sessions.  Please email Pastor 
Steve (steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org) or sign up at the Collection & Sign-up Corner if you would 
like one.  Both the video and full text of Tisby’s study are available in the church library as well. 



Lutheran Softball “Drop-in” League 
Numbers of softball players are tight across the whole league so there is a proposal for two "drop-in" style 
games where whoever is available from the 4-5 interested churches will play 1-2 games. The next date is 
Sunday, July 10.  If we can field enough players during those two games, there might be some sort of 
playoffs in August leading up to the Bratwurst Festival.  Games are played at St. James Lutheran Church 
in Hilliard.  For more information, please contact Mark Abell at abell.markw@gmail.com or Doug 
Myser, Jr. at dmyser88@yahoo.com. 
 
St. James 38th Brats & Crafts Festival August 5-7 
St. James Lutheran Church, 5660 Trabue Road, Columbus, Ohio, will host its 38th Bratwurst & Crafts Festival 
on August 5-7.  Hours are 4-9 pm Friday, 11:30 am to 9 pm Saturday, and 11:30-4 pm Sunday.  The event 
will include authentic German food and beer, and live German polka music and dancing, featuring Ken and 
Mary Turbo Accordians Express.  An 1860’s-era “baseball” game will be played Saturday at 3 pm featuring 
the Ohio Village Muffins and the St. James Lutheran Strikers.  The weekend concludes with the Matt and Deb 
Emerick family worship mime/juggling act, the strolling singers of the Columbus Maennerchor and the 
traditional German Worship Service on Sunday afternoon.  For more information, please contact Steve 
Dodson at 614-777-7792, the church office at 614-878-5158, or visit the website: www.stjameslutheran.us.  
 
News of Empower Ministries 
Selma(Part II) Spiritual Wanderings and Wonderings About Our Civil Rights Trail Vacation 
(Letter 4 by Fred Burton) 
 

In my last letter, I described Selma as “a small town with a big civil rights history.”  So I think it deserves a 
“Part 2” letter not only because of its historic significance, but also because it was where my wife and I met 
an inspiring man named Mr. Charles Mauldin who lives in Birmingham now, but grew up in Selma.  He 
happened to be in Selma for the town’s annual Bridge Crossing Jubilee event which draws thousands of 
people across the United States for one weekend each year.    
 

While in Selma that day, Mr. Mauldin had five meetings…most of those centered around getting ready for the 
Foot Soldiers Breakfast that he oversees and is an important part of the Jubilee.  This annual breakfast is a 
time when people who participated in those marches back in the 1960s share their stories with others.        
 

At just 17 years old, Mr. Mauldin, then a high school student, first joined the march from Selma to 
Montgomery which was cut short by the brutal and tragic events we now call Bloody Sunday.  You’ll see the 
17-year-old Mr. Mauldin in the iconic photo — he’s the fifth person in line behind the leader and just behind 
another civil rights hero, the late John Lewis (see black and white photo, Mr. Mauldin appears under the 
Coca-Cola sign).   

                 
 
As we sat together in the Brown Chapel (which was the gathering point for these historic marches), I asked 
Mr. Mauldin about his experience on Bloody Sunday.  Although this happened decades ago in the 1960s, I 
couldn’t help but notice the sad and painful look on his face as he recalled the Bloody Sunday march.  In a 
calm, serious voice, he told me that when they came to the Pettus Bridge that day, a group of law officers 



from the county’s Sheriff Department were waiting for them.  At that moment, perhaps sensing the violence 
that they were to experience, marchers quietly came to a stop…and then began praying.  It was then that the 
Sheriff’s men made their move and began firing tear gas and beating men, women and children with their 
clubs.  As the night sticks were flying and people were screaming in pain from the beatings and feeling their 
eyes and faces burn from the tear gas, Miss Joyce (remember her, the church historian who was also part of 
our conversation) explained that the 17-year-old Mr. Mauldin bravely used his own body to cover up her 
sister to protect her from the beatings.  I looked over at him thinking he would expand on that moment, but 
being the powerful, humble man he is, Mr. Mauldin just nodded and shrugged.   
When I asked what happened next, Mr. Mauldin paused a moment and said that everyone went back to the 
church in a daze where supporters were waiting.  He said, “We were all in a fog of disbelief or some were 
angry.”  He went on to say that while folks huddled and tended to the injured inside Brown Chapel where 
they had retreated, the police rode horses right onto the church steps hoping to incite a riot.  However, he said 
the march leaders knew that if they let their anger get the better of them, that it would play right into the 
Sheriff’s hands.    
 

Mr. Mauldin then looked at me and said it was a turning point in his life as a young man.  He explained that 
after they returned to the church, he saw a minister go out the front door, and then walked up and pointed his 
finger at one of the policemen’s face telling him that this beating was a grave injustice.  After witnessing that, 
Mr. Mauldin said: “It was a turning point in my 17-year-old life — a time when I saw that as a black man…I  
was worthy.  I felt good about myself.”   
 

I didn’t know what to say.  And we sat there quietly pondering that for awhile.  
 

I really didn’t want to keep him any longer and expressed my gratitude to him for taking the time to share his 
story.  I wondered in the midst of all the fear of white intimidation (the Klan, White community members 
with guns calling them the “N” word, being spit on, etc)… I told him, with a bit of shame surfacing in my 
voice, that I couldn’t imagine being that courageous.  Again, he got quiet and looked as if he was replaying all 
of that horror through his mind.  He then just shook his head, looked at me, and said:  
 

“After awhile, when things get so bad, you lose your fear after so much injustice.” 
 

We left and after my wife and I drove to our next destination, Montgomery, Mr. Mauldin later texted me a 
photo taken at the Selma Bridge Crossing Jubilee event that had occurred just two days earlier.   It was a 
picture of himself with a medal of honor hung around his neck while he crossed the bridge arm in arm with 
Vice-President Kamala Harris.  Crossing that bridge.  One more time.   
 

 
 
Note: To learn more about Mr. Mauldin, you might want to read this article in The Guardian: 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/mar/01/bloody-sunday-remembered-civil-rights-marchers-tell-
story-of-their-iconic-photos 
 
At the end of each letter I have invited you all to share any of your vacation/travel stories or plans.  Anything 
that might be related in a small or big way to some aspect of civil rights, voting rights, working for peace and 
justice, etc.    
 



Good news!  Two members of our congregation, John and Cindy Lytle, graciously sent me an email and 
shared some of their amazing experiences this summer as they traveled from Columbus to Los Angeles.  
You’ll be hearing about that in the next letter.    
Finally, in each of these letters, I’ve ended with a “spiritual provocation” and will do so once again here. 
 

Consider this quote from Bishop Desmond Tutu:  
 

“We need other human beings to help us to be human…the first law of our being is that we are made for 
interdependence.  We are made to exist in a delicate network of interdependence with our fellow human 
beings and with the rest of God’s creation.”   
 

Recently I attended a “Juneteenth Celebration” at First English Lutheran Church organized by Sara Neikirk.   
 

This experience (and quote above) got me to wondering… 
 

How can we more fully experience our interdependence with “the Body of Christ” — the full diverse, 
beautiful (and even sometimes annoying:) Body of Christ?  How can we truly be with and be fully present 
with others who don’t look like us?  How can I not just be a helper for someone in need, but embrace them as 
a brother (or sister) in Christ where I listen and learn from them?  In short…How do Love and Justice come 
alive?  
 

Ok, that’s it.  As always, feel free to email me at fredrburton@gmail.com. 
 
Empowerment Shelf  
from Elizabeth Sammons With Love from our Racial Justice Taskforce 
 

Brave, Black, First; Reclaiming Dine History, and The Black Church: This is our Story are books for adults 
and youth that I’ve read myself or seen as books of note.  This literature intends to expand our awareness, 
theology and/or acceptance of diverse viewpoints.  We, on the Racial Justice Taskforce, hope you’ll discover 
how these writings from various generations embrace what it means to be human and to walk in spirit. 
 

Brave, Black, First: 50+African American Women Who Changed the World 
From the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of African American History and Culture. 
Profiles more than fifty trailblazing African American women whose accomplishments paved the way for the 
next generation.  Includes pivotal figures such as Ruby Bridges, Michelle Obama, Bessie Coleman, Aretha 
Franklin, Carla Hayden, Ibtihaj Muhammad, Zora Neale Hurston, Simone Biles, Oprah Winfrey, and more.  
For grades 3-6.  2020. 
 

Reclaiming Dine History:  The Legacies of Navajo Chief Manuelito and Juanita by Jennifer Denetdale.   
The first Navajo to earn a doctorate in history seeks to rewrite Navajo history. Reared on the Navajo Nation in 
New Mexico and Arizona, Jennifer Nez Denetdale is the great-great-great granddaaughter of a well-known 
Navajo chief, Manuelito (1816-1894), and his nearly unknown wife, Juanita (1845-1910). 
 

The Black Church: This is Our Story, This is our Song by Henry Louis Gates, Jr. 
Author examines the role of the Christian church in Black American life from the time of slavery to the 
twenty-first century.  Explores its impact on political movements for social justice.  Also in audio. 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for July 10 - 17, 2022 
 
Sunday, July 10, 2022 
  9:00 am – Adult Sunday School Series: The Color of Compromise 

10:00 am- Worship in-person and online at www.engagedbygrace.org/ 
   
Monday  6:30 pm – BSA Troop 555 
  7:00 pm – Racial Justice Ministry Team 
 
Tuesday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Wednesday 10:15 am – Preacher’s Bible Study   
   
Thursday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Friday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Saturday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Sunday, July 17, 2022 
  9:00 am – Adult Sunday School Series: The Color of Compromise 

10:00 am- Worship in-person and online at www.engagedbygrace.org/ 
   
 
 
 
 

          Holy Trinity Schedule of Worship Servers – July 2022 

 
 

Sunday Worship Texts 
Sunday, July 10:  Deuteronomy 30:9-14; Psalm 25:1-10, Colossians 1:1-14; Luke 10:25-37 
Sunday, July 17:  Genesis 18:1-10a; Psalm 15; Colossians 1:15-28; Luke 10:38-42 
 
 
The Holy Trinity Staff:  
Pastor:  Steve Wachtman (steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org ) 
Preschool:  Nancy VanFossen (nancy.vanfossen@engagedbygrace.org)  
Administrator:  Laura Hudson (laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org )  
Minister of Music:  Joshua Brodbeck (joshua.brodbeck@engagedbygrace.org) 
Director of Faith Formation:  Noelle Fox (noelle.fox@engagedbygrace.org  
 
 
 
 
For mobile giving options, scan code below with your phone’s camera or go to http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212    614-486-9433 phone/fax 
       email@engagedbygrace.org  

Date	 Time	 Welcome	
Center	

Assisting	
Ministers	

Lay	Reader	 Ushers	 Livestream	 Bread	Bakers	 Communion	Team	

July	
10	

10am	 Dan	and	
Pam	Perry	

Elli	Cucksey	 Keith	
Townsend	

Mark	Abell	
Doug	Myser	
	

Drew	
Peddicord	 Dyann	Taylor	

Suellen	Sharp	
Nancy	Riley	

July	
17	

10am	 	 Ron	Benedick	 Ben	
Kaffenberger	

Keith	Darding	
Doug	Myser	

Jared	Forts	
Dyann	Taylor	

Kathy	Higbee		
Marie	Tanner	

July	
24	

10	am	 Benson	Ross	 Keith	
Townsend	

Jody	
Passafume	

Bob	Campbell	
Barbara	Campbell	

Matt	Sharp	
Dyann	Taylor	

Joanne	Duncan	
Terri	Michael	

July	
31	

10am	 	 Max	Buban	 Alan	Gaulke	 Ron	Benedick	
John	Gray	

Mark	Abell	
Dyann	Taylor	

Chris	Grabenstatter	
Janette	MacConnell	


