
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	May	8	-	15,	2022	

	

 
 
Our Sunday Schedule  

9:00 am – Learning and Fellowship  
10:00 am – Worship in person in the sanctuary and online at www.engagedbygrace.org  

 
New Ministry Opportunities 
Interested in Learning More about Holy Trinity? 
An Introduction to Holy Trinity seminar will be conducted during the Sunday School hour at 9:00 am on 
Sundays, May 15, May 22, and May 29.  This class is designed to help people learn more about the ministry 
of our congregation and the encounters with God’s grace that we share here.  Even if you can’t attend all three 
sessions, we’d love for you to participate.  People interested in membership at Holy Trinity will be received at 
the conclusion of the seminar.  Please sign up at the table in the Gathering Space or contact Director of 
Equipping Ministers Laura Hudson at laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org or Pastor Steve Wachtman at 
steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org if you have questions or are interested in participating. 
 
Save the Date for VBS:  June 5 - 9, 2022  
Vacation Bible School is back!  As a congregation, we will kick off our great week of fun and learning 
during the 10:00 morning worship service on Sunday, June 5th. Then, children ages 3 through 5th grade 
can attend VBS Monday, June 6 – Thursday, June 9 from 9:00-11:30am.  This year’s theme is “Who Is 
My Neighbor?” and we are excited about learning more as we love our neighbors.  Look for registration 
information coming soon.  Please contact Noelle Fox (noelle.fox@engagedbygrace.org) if you have 
questions or are interested in helping. 
 
Opportunities to Help Respond to the War in Ukraine 
Both Lutheran Disaster Response and Lutheran World Relief are working to ensure safe housing and 
secure food/water/clothing for refugees. Click the links above to learn more about how they are at work in 
Eastern Europe. 
 

Here in the United States, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service is preparing for Ukrainian refugees 
to find safety here. Click here to learn more. 
 
Memphis: Spiritual Wonderings About Our Civil Rights Trail Vacation (Letter 2 by Fred Burton) 
Memphis is home to the National Civil Rights Museum which encompasses the original Lorraine Motel 
where Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated on April 4, 1968.  It was less than 24 hours earlier that 
thousands had crowded in and around the Mason Temple Church of God in Christ where he had delivered his 
famous “Mountaintop Speech.”  The museum is an immersive, multimedia experience that begins in a replica 
slavehold on a ship and continues on covering five centuries of oppression and civil rights struggles including 



rooms dedicated to the Jim Crow era.  It also has a replica of the Montgomery bus where Rosa Parks refused 
to give up her seat and lunch counters where students held peaceful sit-ins in the 1960s.   
 

Despite it being a “must see” if you travel to Memphis, I’m not doing the museum justice in that short 
description, but remember, on this vacation we were seeking out people as well as sights.    
 

After our museum visit, my wife Chris and I grabbed a bite at the oldest (1919), very crowded diner in 
Memphis called The Arcade.  — While eating my fried chicken sandwich, Chris asked me if I knew what I 
was going to write for the HTL Newsletter.  It was only Day 2 of our vacation and I said I had absolutely no 
idea or plan, but that I just wanted to learn, and hoped “something interesting” would happen.  
 

After lunch, we headed over to Beale Street which is, of course, jam-packed with wall-to-wall blues venues, 
bars and people.  However, we instead wandered into a small photography gallery that you won’t want to 
miss.  This gem is the Withers Collection Museum and Gallery showcasing the work of Ernest Withers, who 
was Martin Luther King Jr’s personal photographer for the last 12 years of MLK Jr’s life.  Through stunning 
photographs, Mr. Withers captured critical moments in civil rights history with intimate photos ranging from 
the Montgomery bus boycott in 1955 until MLK Jr’s assassination in 1968 in Memphis. 
 

And it was in this gallery that “something interesting” did indeed happen.  That something was meeting a 72-
year-old black man named Mr. Joe Calhoun who worked there (see photo below).  
 

           
After some small talk, I told him that Chris and I were on a “Civil Rights Trail vacation” and he nodded with 
approval and casually mentioned that as a Memphis high school student he had marched in the famous 
Sanitation Worker strike and helped make the iconic I Am A Man signs (see photo).  
 

I interrupted him and said “Wait.  What?  You actually participated in that protest to support that strike?  How 
old were you?” 
 

He smiled and said, with a hint of pride, “Just 18 years old, I was in high school.” 
 

During our conversation, I learned that Mr. Joe Calhoun had:   
 

*While in Memphis, he remembered as a 14-year-old ordering food in a diner, and then being told he had to 
leave and eat it outside.  He then laughed and said: “I was shocked and all I could think of was…Oh my! 
What did I do wrong!”  When he asked his mother about the incident, she explained it was because of the 
color of his skin.  As he thought back to that incident, Mr. Calhoun shook his head and said: “Man, as a young 
boy, I was confused and had a hard time processing that.” 
 

*He shared that his very first memory and entry into the causes of Civil Rights was because of a white person.  
He had heard on the news in March of 1965 that a mother of four named Viola Liuzzo, had been murdered by 
the Klu Klux Klan for transporting 3 black men in her car while participating in freedom marches.   
 

*He said that after James Meredith, the first black person to attend the University of Mississippi, was 
murdered by a sniper when he was doing a one person March Against Fear in 1968…that afterwards (August 
of 1969), he and a few others, continued the March Against Fear walking from West Memphis to Little Rock 
as a 19-year-old.  
 



As he reminisced about the walk, he explained: “It was 136 miles and took four days.  We started with about 
7 people at the beginning of the walk and ended up with over 2000 by the time it ended.”  He emphasized:  
“We believed that we could make change together.”  
 

*In his 20s, he was a member of the Memphis Invaders which was a non-violent group of black men.  But 
because they were young outspoken black men they were labeled as a “militant” group by the white press and 
the FBI even went to his mother’s house to make inquiries.  
 

He eagerly showed me photos of his associations with various Civil Rights leaders as well as “extraordinary 
ordinary people” who made a difference.  As he shared his stories, he abruptly said… “Wait a minute!”  And 
then ran out the door where his car was parked.  He then handed me three framed black and white photos of 
himself as a very young man working with others to do things like register voters or meet in churches to 
engage congregations in “God’s work”.  
 

After one and a half hours, we ended our conversation, shook hands (twice) and I said I have just one more 
question:  “Can you tell me where there’s a place to get some good soul food in Memphis?”  A smile spread 
acrossed his face and without hesitation said “The Sugar Shack!” 
 

And then he began to tell me yet another story.   
 

I’ll end with another quote from the book The Spiritual Work of Racial Justice by Patrick Saint-Jean.  He 
writes:  
 

“Throughout his life, Jesus listened to outsiders and affirmed their identities.  He speaks to us through the 
Gospel stories, telling us that those who are marginalized have important truths to tell.” 
 

Too often, I talk more than listen. Yet on this vacation, I made it a point to listen and learn.  I wonder  — be it 
on our vacations or during our everyday ordinary lives — if I (we) can stay spiritually awake to find 
opportunities to listen to people who have “important truths to tell.”  I also wonder what you think of this 
quote and idea.  I’m certain you’re finding opportunities to listen to and affirm others.  Feel free to email me 
(fredrburton@gmail.com) your thoughts about this letter, the quote, or your own experiences.  
 
Stewardship Corner 
Jesus said, “Do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will 
wear.  Is not life more important than food and the body more important than clothes?”  (Matthew 6:25).  
Jesus would remind us to keep a proper perspective about where our security lies.  Perhaps if we did 
remember that all things are God’s and that God promises to give us what we need, a lot of stress would 
be removed from our lives.  For more information about stewardship, please contact Max Buban at 
maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net or 614-771-8594.  
 
News of Invite Ministries 
New Prayer Concerns: 
Dave Markowich, hospitalized at Riverside with COVID 
Thomas Andrew and James Daniel Craven, great-grandsons of Genie Craven, born with immature lungs  
 

Prayers for Our Members: 
Sue Roberts, recovering from knee replacement surgery  
Jack Rauch, anticipating gall bladder surgery 
Jared Forts, recovering from a knee injury and blood clots in his leg 
Alice Larrimer, at First Community Healthcare Center  
 

Prayers for Our Family and Friends: 
Charles Jentes, father of Jill Banicki, hospitalized with infections in his legs 
Aaron Adkins, husband of Ron Benedick’s former coworker, undergoing chemotherapy  
Joe Berkemer, uncle of Matt Berkemer, undergoing chemotherapy 
Phyllis Bliss, undergoing kidney dialysis twice/week 
Rene Geiger, friend of Shirley Boyd, suffering from an undiagnosed illness 
Cheryl Harshman, cousin of Francine Buban, undergoing heart surgery 



Jeanne Loy, mother of Cyndy Decker, suffering from end-stage dementia 
Nancy Case, friend of Sue Eubanks, being treated for cancer 
Joe Glieco, nephew of Sue and Bill Eubanks, diagnosed with leukemia 
Tim Curry, brother of Bev Farrell and brother-in-law of JoAnn Curry, struggling with Parkinson’s  
Rev. Andrew Mazak, father of Leah Forts, hospitalized for tests 
Tabitha MacGowan, friend of the Fox family, recently diagnosed with bone cancer 
Amy Sherman, niece of Alan and Therese Gaulke, diagnosed with throat cancer 
Mike Kaculis, friend of many Holy Trinity choir members, in hospice care with brain cancer 
Marge Gray, friend of Barbara Keller, dealing with heart problems 
Sue Kochheiser, sister-in-law of Phil Kochheiser, recently diagnosed with pancreatic cancer 
Eloise and Tesla Leibold, twin daughters of Chase Leibold, experiencing difficult times 
Sara, daughter of Janet Maxwell, recovering from knee surgery 
Squire Aschinger, nephew of John & Judy McKitrick, diagnosed with cancer 
Staci Sigrist, cousin of MJ Neiman’s family, experiencing a recurrence of cancer 
Terry and Pam Reed, parents of Dave Reed, struggling with complications of Terry’s Parkinson’s Disease 
Kathy Sammons, mother of Jeff Sammons, experiencing fluid in her lungs 
Jeanette Polley, aunt of Jeff Sammons, diagnosed with bone cancer 
Phyllis Podmore, mother of Susan Setterlin, who broke her hip 
Sharon Larson, cousin of Barb Stock, experiencing cancer elsewhere following breast cancer 
Amy Lavoie, cousin of Becky Warnement, battling a recurrence of lung cancer 
Karen Byrd, aunt of Becky Warnement, experiencing end-stage Alzheimer’s Disease 
Those affected by the global pandemic, natural disasters, the Armed forces, victims of terror, and all those 
on the margins of society most vulnerable to unrest, oppression and exploitation. 
 
News of Embrace Ministries 
Dialogues on the Refugee Crisis – Sundays at 9:00 am  
Refugees in America.  It’s a tough topic, both at a local community level and from a national policy 
perspective.  To bring perspective and meaningful conversations around this topic, The Dialogues On: 
The Refugee Crisis educational event offers seven unique perspectives from experienced authors from 
renowned organizations such as World Relief and Church World Service that provide insight into refugee 
stories and experiences.   

 

The Dialogues On: The Refugee Crisis engages us in differing dialogues on today’s situation for refugees 
in America, helping unpack the issue and drive conversations.  The group meets in the church conference 
room during the Sunday School hour.  Hope to see you there! 
 
Church Women United 
CWU will be celebrating May Friendship Day on Friday, May 13 at Bethany Presbyterian Church, 206 
N. Garfield Avenue, Columbus. Mark your calendar. More details will follow and also be posted on the 
bulletin board in the hallway outside the library. 
 
News of Empower Ministries 
B.R.E.A.D. Nehemiah Meeting - Tuesday, May 10th, 6:40 pm 
Are you interested in loving your neighbor by taking part in an advocacy ministry?  B.R.E.A.D. (Building 
Responsibility, Equality, And Dignity) is an ecumenical organization made up of over 40 congregations 
in central Ohio including several Lutheran congregations.  The Mission of BREAD is to build the power 
of people of faith to solve community problems.  After meetings with thousands of community residents, 
the organization presses targeted decision-makers to implement solutions to those problems. Every year, 
the organization conducts a listening process to surface one new community problem that is added to the 
organization's agenda. Dozens of leaders are trained to research that problem and identify proven 
solutions. Along with identifying solutions, the research committee identifies the appropriate decision-
maker in the community with the authority to implement that solution. At the annual Nehemiah Action 
Meeting, BREAD congregations bring out thousands of people to press those decision-makers for specific 



commitments. Throughout the year, BREAD leaders follow up with those officials to ensure that the 
solutions are implemented. 
 

The B.R.E.A.D. Nehemiah Action will bring to the attention of City of Columbus and Franklin County 
leaders several issues involving personal identification, gun violence and police-community relations, 
affordable housing, and environmental injustices.  The Nehemiah Action Meeting will be held at the 
Celeste Center on the Ohio State Fairgrounds in a COVID responsible manner.  Seating will allow for 
social distancing, a masks-required section will be available, and airflow will be enhanced.  If interested, 
please contact David Kriska (614-961-7828 or davidkriska@sbcglobal.net) for more information.  
 
Empowerment Shelf  
from Elizabeth Sammons With Love from our Racial Justice Taskforce 
 

The Secret Career of Mary Golda Ross, Cherokee Aerospace Engineer, South to Freedom, and Surviving 
the White Gaze are books for adults and for youth that I’ve read myself or seen as books of note.  This 
literature intends to expand our awareness, theology and/or acceptance of diverse viewpoints. We hope on 
the Racial Justice Taskforce you’ll discover how these writings from various generations embrace what it 
means to be human and to walk in spirit. … 
 

Classified: The Secret Career of Mary Golda Ross, Cherokee Aerospace Engineer by Traci Sorell 
An award-winning author profiles Mary Golda Ross, the first female engineer at Lockheed Aircraft 
Corporation, who designed classified and nonclassified projects.  Ross’s passion for math and Cherokee 
values shaped her life and work.  For grades K-3, 2021. 
 

South to Freedom:  Runaway Slaves to Mexico and the Road to the Civil War by Alice Baumgartner 
A historian examines how thousands of enslaved people in America escaped into Mexico, where slavery 
was abolished in 1837.  Mexico’s increasingly radical antislavery policies fueled the sectional crisis in the 
United States in the years leading up to the US Civil War.  2020 
 

Surviving the White Gaze by Rebecca Carroll 
The author reflects on her painful struggle to overcome her childhood growing up as the only black 
person in her rural New Hampshire town.  She describes her loving relationship with her adoptive parents, 
the turmoil introduced by meeting her birth mother, and her search for racial identity.  2021 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for May 8 - 15, 2022 
 

Sunday, May 8, 2022 
  9:00 am – Learning & Fellowship Hour 
  10:00 am - Worship in-person and online at www.engagedbygrace.org/  
 
Monday  6:30 pm – BSA Troop 555 
  7:00 pm – Racial Justice Ministry Team 
 
Tuesday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Wednesday 9:00 am – UAHS Band Flower Pickup 

10:15 am - Preachers Bible Study 
  1:30 pm – WELCA Esther Circle II 
  7:30 pm – Clintonville Community Band rehearsal 
   
Thursday  6:30 pm – Handbell choir 
  7:30 pm – Chancel Choir 
   
Friday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Saturday  No Events Scheduled  
 
Sunday, May 15, 2022 
  9:00 am – Learning & Fellowship Hour/Intro to Holy Trinity 
  10:00 am - Worship in-person and online at www.engagedbygrace.org/ 
  7:00 pm – High School Youth Group   
 
 
 

Holy Trinity Schedule of Worship Servers – May 2022 

 
Sunday Worship Texts 
Sunday, May 8: Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-30 
Sunday, May 15: Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148; Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35 
 
The Holy Trinity Staff:  
Pastor:  Steve Wachtman (steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org ) 
Preschool:  Nancy VanFossen (nancy.vanfossen@engagedbygrace.org)  
Administrator:  Laura Hudson (laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org )  
Minister of Music:  Joshua Brodbeck (joshua.brodbeck@engagedbygrace.org) 
Director of Faith Formation:  Noelle Fox (noelle.fox@engagedbygrace.org  
 
 
For mobile giving options, scan code below with your phone’s camera or go to http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212    614-486-9433 phone/fax 
       email@engagedbygrace.org  

Date	 Time	 Welcome	
Center	

Assisting	
Ministers	

Lay	Reader	 Ushers	 Livestream	 Bread	Bakers	 Communion	Team	

May	
8	

10am	 	 Tim	Hudson	 Alan	Gaulke	 Jeff	Warnement	
John	Gray	

Mark	Abell	
Chris	Burton	

Kathy	Higbee	
Marie	Tanner	

May	
15	

10am	 Bob	&	Barb	
Campbell	

Peg	Steele	 Beth	Myser	 Dan	Perry	
Skip	Duncan	
	

Tim	Rice	

	

Chris	Grabenstatter	
Janette	MacConnell	

May	
22	

10am	 	 Sue	Eubanks	 Paula	Fenner	 Tom	Wuichet	
Alan	Gaulke	

Ben	
Kaffenberger	 	

Joanne	Duncan	
Terri	Michael	
	

May	
29	

10am	 Dan	and	
Pam	Perry	

Ron	Benedick	 Keith	
Townsend	

Skip	Duncan	
John	Schueler	

Drew	
Peddicord	 	

Nancy	VanFossen	
Madeleine	
Guggenaster	


