
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	January	16	-	23,	2022	

	

 
 
Our Sunday Schedule  
 9:00 am – Sunday School/Adult Learning 

10:00 am – Worship in person in the sanctuary and online at www.engagedbygrace.org  
7:00 pm – High School Youth Group  

 
New Ministry Opportunities 
Annual Congregational Meeting is January 23 
Holy Trinity’s annual meeting will be Sunday, January 23 at 11:00 am, immediately following the 
10:00 worship service.  Copies of the 2021 annual report are available for review prior to the meeting. 
 
Faith Food for Thought 
These days of the pandemic can seem so dark.  COVID seems to be impacting us in so many 
ways.  Aren’t we supposed to be in the season of light?  Where is God shining?  Rest assured, God IS 
shining and there is hope.  Some of you may be staying home due to the recent high numbers of COVID 
cases.  One way you can feel connected with God and your household is to share your “highs” and “lows” 
each day.  Thinking about and sharing the high points of your day helps you look for blessings.  And, 
once you start thinking about your blessings, you may begin to notice more and more blessings.  God 
blesses us with abundance, as we’ll hear in the Wedding at Cana story this Sunday.  Thinking about and 
sharing low points of your day is important, too!  Sharing lows with God and with one another can help 
minimize the pain.  Please reach out to me if you’d like to share your highs and lows. 
 

Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous, and give thanks to his holy name (Psalm 97:12). 
 

Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest (Matthew 
11:28). 
 

God’s light is shining.  May you feel His love and care always.   
Noelle Fox, Director of Faith Formation Ministries   Noelle.fox@engagedbygrace.org 
 
First English Partnership 
Holy Trinity’s next opportunity to provide breakfast at First English Lutheran Church is Sunday, 
January 23.  We will be serving biscuits and gravy, eggs, fresh fruit, and a breakfast sweet.  We have 
been welcoming/feeding 100+ people in recent weeks.  We can also use pull-top, canned, hearty meals 
like pastas, chili, ready-to-eat soups, and canned meats such as tuna, chicken, or Spam for the Blessings 
Box.  If you’d like to help, please click https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080948AAAD28A57-first19.  
Items should be delivered to Holy Trinity by 8am on Sunday, January 23 for transport to FELC or you 
can drop them off to the Warnements’ home in advance or bring your donations directly to First English, 
1015 E. Main Street, 43205, by 8:30 am on the 23rd.  Contact Becky or Jeff with questions.  Thanks! 



Adult Learning Opportunity 
An adult Sunday School event for ecological appreciation and stewardship using the video presentation 
Our Planet will begin on Sunday, January 16 at 9:00 am, in the conference room.  The six-session 
class will focus on our planet’s natural beauty and examine how climate change impacts us all. 
 
Dialogues on the Refugee Crisis – 7:00 to 8:00 pm Wednesdays in Epiphany 
Refugees in America.  It’s a tough topic, both at a local community level and from a national policy 
perspective.  To bring perspective and meaningful conversations around this topic, The Dialogues On: 
The Refugees Crisis educational event will offer seven unique perspectives from experienced authors 
from renowned organizations such as World Relief and Church World Service that provide insight into 
refugee stories and experiences.  Topics will include: 

o The	story	we	live	in	by	Brianne	Casey	
o A	people	without	a	place	by	Dr.	Beth	Oppenheim-Chan	
o A	global	perspective	by	Jenny	Yang	
o A	network	of	care	by	Sarah	Krause,	MS	
o Facing	our	history	by	Halima	Z.	Adams	
o Looking	for	home	by	Aubrey	Leigh	Grant	
o Where	do	we	go	from	here	by	Matthew	Soerens	

 

The Dialogues On: The Refugee Crisis will engage us in differing dialogues on today’s situation for 
refugees in America, helping unpack the issue and drive conversations. 
 

Starting on January 26 (new date), the group will meet on Zoom https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5931525374 
from 7:00 – 8:00 pm on Wednesdays during Epiphany.  While complete learner resources are on order, 
you can prepare for the first event with this summary by clicking here: Sparkhouse Dialogue 1.  Printed 
copies are available at the Information Center at church. 
 
Habitat for Humanity Update 
We now have the great majority of the windows installed and subcontractors are continuing on roughing 
in plumbing, electric, and HVAC. This is the Northwest Partners’ 30th house and we remain the number 
one builder of Habitat homes in central Ohio! Much of our work presently is outside so if you are coming 
out to volunteer, put on your long johns and bundle up! We can still find things to do inside if you don't 
want to work outside.  For more information, please contact Benson Ross at detailsdetails96@gmail.com. 
 
WELCA Bible Study 
On Tuesday, January 25, the WELCA Bible Study will begin a new series entitled “The Kingdom of 
God.”  It is written by The Rev. Dr. Mark Allan Powell retired professor of New Testament at Trinity 
Lutheran Seminary. All are welcome to join us at 10 am for the first session entitled "announcing the 
reign of God." 
 
First English Needs 

Our friends at First English are also in need of the following items:  winter items- gloves, socks, hats, 
scarves (particularly men's sizes); clean plastic bags (used to carry food and supplies home); children's 
and adult books.  If you or your family would like to make health kits, please put the following items in a 
ziploc bag- toothbrush, toothpaste, body wash, washcloth, deodorant, hand sanitizer, wet wipes, tissues, 
mask, etc.  Any of these items can be placed in the clear plastic bin labeled "First English" in the 
gathering place at Holy Trinity.  Thank you for your help! 
 
Special Volunteer Opportunity – Martin Lutheran King Day of Service 
Up to 15 volunteers are needed to help at a Habitat for Humanity house (not Northwest Partners) on 
Monday, January 17 from 8:30am – 3:00pm.  Lunch and a Habitat t-shirt will be provided.  No 
previous experience is needed.  Volunteers must be 16 years of age or older.  Tools, materials, safety 
gear, and site leadership will be provided.  For more information or to sign up, please email 
volunteers@habitatmidohio.org. 
 



Congratulations TJ! 
Former Holy Trinity member and intern, Pastor TJ Lynch, will be installed at Gethsemane Lutheran 
Church (35 E. Stanton Ave., Columbus, 43214) this Sunday, January 16 at 9:30 am during their 
regularly scheduled worship service.  Assistant to the Bishop (and former Holy Trinity intern) Pastor Bob 
Abrams will preside.  Everyone is invited to attend! 
 
Stewardship Corner 
Jesus said, “Freely you have received, freely give” (Matthew 10:8).  By grace, God enables our giving, 
and, as God strengthens our faith and changes our hearts, we can give generously.  Giving expresses our 
gratitude to God for Who He is and what He has done for us through His Son, Jesus.  When our giving 
becomes important to us, we may not be able to buy or do things because our desire to give may force us 
to say, “NO.”  However, we don’t see our doing without or doing with less as being a sacrifice.  Because 
God is the love and joy of our lives, our giving becomes a privilege rather than an obligation.  For more 
information, please contact Max Buban at 614-771-8594 or maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net . 
 
News of Invite Ministries 
We Rejoice With: 
Meredith and Thomas Lopez and Catherine, at the birth of their daughter and sister, Julie Helen Lopez, on 
Friday, January 7.  Proud grandmother is Mary Jane Neiman. 
 

New Prayer Concerns: 
Rene Geiger, friend of Shirley Boyd, suffering from an undiagnosed illness 
The family of Nancy Pastore, sister of Tim Stock, who died on Sunday 
 

Prayers for Our Members: 
Diane Whalen, at home recovering from a recent hospitalization 
Melea Wachtman, recovering from foot surgery 
Alice Larrimer, at First Community Healthcare Center 
David Caldwell, recovering from shoulder surgery 
Sue Roberts, struggling with back pain 
Judy McKitrick, recovering from a heart procedure 
Gail Svendsen, at home, recovering from a heart ablation  
Carole Myers, ailing and confined at home 
 

Prayers for Our Family and Friends: 
Aaron Adkins, husband of Ron Benedick’s former coworker, undergoing chemo for aggressive cancer 
Joe Berkemer, uncle of Matt Berkemer, undergoing chemotherapy 
Phyllis Bliss, undergoing kidney treatments 
Eleanor Boyd, sister-in-law of Shirley Boyd in hospice care 
Cheryl Harshman, cousin of Francine Buban, undergoing heart surgery 
Jeanne Loy, mother of Cyndy Decker, suffering from end-stage dementia 
Nancy Case, friend of Sue Eubanks, being treated for cancer 
Joe Glieco, nephew of Sue and Bill Eubanks, diagnosed with leukemia 
Tim Curry, brother of Bev Farrell and brother-in-law of JoAnn Curry, struggling with Parkinson’s  
Tabitha MacGowan, friend of the Fox family, recently diagnosed with bone cancer 
Amy Sherman, niece of Alan and Therese Gaulke, diagnosed with throat cancer 
Mike Kaculis, friend of many Holy Trinity choir members, in hospice care with brain cancer 
Sydney Eskin, girlfriend of Josh Hudson, on 8-month deployment aboard the USS Fitzgerald  
Squire Aschinger, nephew of John & Judy McKitrick, diagnosed with cancer 
Kathy Sammons, mother of Jeff Sammons, experiencing fluid in her lungs 
Jeanette Polley, aunt of Jeff Sammons, diagnosed with bone cancer 
Phyllis Podmore, mother of Susan Setterlin, who broke her hip 
Sharon Larson, cousin of Barb Stock, experiencing cancer elsewhere following breast cancer 
Lucille Buller, 93-year-old aunt of Vicki Townsend, recovering from pancreatitis 
Amy Lavoie, cousin of Becky Warnement, battling a recurrence of lung cancer 



Karen Byrd, aunt of Becky Warnement, experiencing end-stage Alzheimer’s Disease 
Linda and Ron Wunsch, mother and father-in-law of Sara Wunsch, dealing with COVID 
Those affected by the global pandemic, natural disasters, the Armed forces, victims of terror, and all those 
on the margins of society most vulnerable to unrest, oppression and exploitation. 
 
2022 Altar Flowers 
Sign-up sheets are now available for 2022 altar flower memorials and dedications.  Providing altar 
flowers is a beautiful way to celebrate an important occasion, to remember loved ones and to give glory to 
God.  You can sign up at the flower table or by contacting the church office at 614-486-9433 or 
laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org.  The cost is $30.  Checks, electronic drafts, or credit card payments 
can be made payable to Holy Trinity with “flowers” noted in the memo line.  
 
News of Embrace Ministries 
Thank You 
From the staff at Holy Trinity, thank you for the generous gifts you gave to us at Christmas.  It’s our 
privilege serving with you in ministry and we look forward to our continued work together in 2022! 
 
ELCA Youth Gathering – July 24-28, 2022 
Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and adult leaders gather at the ELCA Youth Gathering.  The 
five-day event is an impressionable time of worship, fun, learning, and faith formation.  This year’s theme 
is “Boundless.”  As described on the Gathering website – We are bound. Bound by our sin, by the 
expectations of others, by poverty, by –isms that try to divide us, and by so much more.  In a life that often 
feels as if it has young people in a suffocating grip, we want them to imagine the boundlessness of God:  
boundless love, boundless creation, boundless forgiveness, boundless invitation, and boundless promise.  
All offered from a gracious and loving God who knows and adores them.  All so abundant and endless it 
cannot be measured.  Holy Trinity plans to fly to Minneapolis with a group of high school youth for this 
gathering.  Registration costs for the Gathering are $390.  The deadline for registration forms and $150 
nonrefundable deposit is Sunday, January 16th.  Any questions can be directed to Pastor Steve 
(steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org) and/or Noelle Fox (noelle.fox@engagedbygrace.org). 
 
High School Sunday School Leaders 
Holy Trinity is looking for additional high school Sunday School leaders.  Our high school youth benefit 
greatly from time with adult mentors while engaging in conversation around weekly Gospel lessons and 
life today as a Christian youth.  If you would like to engage in further conversation about this opportunity, 
please contact Noelle Fox at Noelle.fox@engagedbygrace.org. 
 
2022 Giving Envelopes 
Delivery of the 2022 offering envelopes has been delayed.  We apologize for any inconvenience this may 
cause.  We will let you know as soon as the envelopes are available for pickup.  In the meantime, you are 
welcome to use the general giving envelopes located on the offering stand outside the sanctuary or online 
at http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering . 
 
News of Empower Ministries 
Empowerment Shelf  
from Elizabeth Sammons With Love from our Racial Justice Taskforce 
A Place Inside of Me, Life Among the Piutes, and Sisters in Arms are additional books for adults and 
youth that I’ve read myself or seen as books of note.  Whether fiction or nonfiction, this literature intends 
to expand our awareness, theology and/or acceptance of diverse viewpoints.  We hope on the Racial 
Justice Taskforce that you’ll discover how these writings from various generations embrace what it means 
to be human and to walk in spirit. 
 
 
 



A Place Inside of Me: A Poem to Heal the Heart by Zetta Elliott 
A young Black boy skateboards and ponders his deep emotions, from joy to sorrow and anger to 
compassion, but above all, love.  For grades K-3. 2020 
 

Life Among the Piutes: Their Wrongs and Claims by Sarah Winnemucca Hopkns 
Considered the first autobiography written by a Native American woman and originally published in 
1883, this title offers both a memoir of one of the most well-known Native American women and a 
history of the Piute people during their first forty years of contact with European Americans.  Contains 
some violence. 
 

Sisters in Arms by Kaia Alderson 
Grace Steele and Eliza Jones come from completely different backgrounds, but during World War II they 
both join the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC).  Not only will they be among the first class of 
female officers, they are also the first Black women allowed to serve.  Available as an audiobook.  2021 
 
 

Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for January 16 - 23, 2022 
 
Sunday, January 16, 2022 
  9:00 am – Youth Sunday School/Adult Learning 

10:00 am - Worship in person in the sanctuary and online at www.engagedbygrace.org 
7:00 pm – Sr. High Youth Group (w/parents) 

   
Monday  Martin Luther King Day – Office Closed 

6:30 pm - BSA Troop 555 
7:00 pm – Racial Justice Ministry Team 

   
Tuesday  7:00 pm – Habitat for Humanity Steering Team  
   
Wednesday 10:15 Preachers Bible Study 
  12:30 pm – WELCA Mary Martha Circle I 
  7:00 pm – Church Council 
 
Thursday  1:00 pm – Card Ministry 
  6:30 pm – Bell Choir 
  7:30 pm – Chancel Choir 
   
Friday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Saturday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Sunday, January 23, 2022 
  8:00 am – First English Breakfast Ministry 

9:00 am – Youth Sunday School/Adult Learning 
  10:00 am – Worship in person in the sanctuary and online at www.engagedbygrace.org 
  11:00 am – Annual Meeting  

7:00 pm – Sr. High Youth Group 
 
Sunday Worship Texts 
Sunday, January 16: Isaiah 62:1-5; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11 
Sunday, January 23: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21 
 
The Holy Trinity Staff:  
Pastor:  Steve Wachtman (steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org ) 
Pastoral Asst:  Sara Wunsch (sara.wunsch@engagedbygrace.org ) 
Preschool:  Nancy VanFossen (nancy.vanfossen@engagedbygrace.org)  
Administrator:  Laura Hudson (laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org )  
Minister of Music:  Joshua Brodbeck (joshua.brodbeck@engagedbygrace.org) 
Director of Faith Formation:  Noelle Fox (noelle.fox@engagedbygrace.org ) 
 

For mobile giving options, scan code below with your phone’s camera or go to http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212    614-486-9433 phone/fax 
       email@engagedbygrace.org  


