
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	December	26	-	January	2,	2022	

	

 
 
Our Sunday Schedule  
 8:00 am – First English Breakfast Ministry 

10:00 am – Worship in person in the sanctuary and online at www.engagedbygrace.org  
  
New Ministry Opportunities 
American Red Cross Blood Drive  
Save the date for the next American Red Cross Blood Drive to be held at Holy Trinity on Friday, 
January 14, 2022.  The Red Cross is grateful to the community for helping to maintain a stable blood 
supply.  To make an appointment, go to www.redcrossblood.org/give or call 1-800-RED CROSS.  
 
First English Partnership 
Holy Trinity’s next opportunity to provide breakfast at First English Lutheran Church is Sunday, 
December 26.  We will be serving biscuits and gravy, eggs, fresh fruit, and a breakfast sweet.  We have 
been welcoming/feeding 100+ people in recent weeks.  For the month of December, we would like to 
provide “stocking” stuffed baggies with little treats for the guests – a small candy cane, a couple of 
holiday candies, granola bar, mints, lip balm, or whatever else you might find in a stocking would be 
much appreciated.  We can also use pull-top, canned, hearty meals like pastas, chili, hearty ready-to-eat 
soups, and canned meats such as tuna, chicken, or Spam for the Blessings Box.  If you’d like to contribute 
food or help serve, please click https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080948AAAD28A57-first18. Items 
should be delivered to Holy Trinity by 8am on Sunday, December 26 for transport to FELC or you can 
drop them off to the Warnements’ home in advance or bring your donations directly to First English, 
1015 E. Main Street, 43205, by 8:30 am on the 26th.  Contact Becky or Jeff with questions.  Thanks! 
 
Hat & Mitten Tree 
Holy Trinity will once again decorate a Hat & Mitten Tree.  Everyone is invited to hang hand-made or 
newly-purchased hats, mittens, gloves, scarves and socks on the tree.  This year’s contributions will be 
taken to First English Lutheran Church when we serve breakfast there on Sunday, December 26. 
 
First Gift for Jesus 
Mosquito Nets to Prevent Malaria 
In Africa and many other places around the world, malaria still runs rampant.  Yet the threat of that 
disease can be greatly diminished by a simple deterrent:  Mosquito nets to protect people while they sleep. 
Our first gift for Jesus ministry is an opportunity to include Jesus among those for whom you are buying 
gifts in the Christmas season.  This year, for $10 you can provide a net for one person and for $20 you 
can provide a net for a family.  You can place your donation in the manger at the baptismal font in the 
sanctuary, in an envelope at the offering plate or online at www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 
 



Behold God’s Wonder 
Has God been grabbing your attention as you behold His wonder?  During the worship service on the first 
Sunday in Advent, we saw some photographs of God’s amazing beauty.  We will continue admiring 
God’s awesomeness this Christmas season.  If you have a photo to share, please send it to Noelle Fox 
(noelle.fox@engagedbygrace.org) so we can share it on the video monitor at the Information Center. 
 
Stewardship Corner 
The glory of the Lord shone around the angels who appeared to the shepherds, and those poor shepherds 
were terrified!  Once they heard the truth, though, fear turned to excitement and eagerness.  “Let’s go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about,” they said to one 
another.  Many today avoid thinking about spiritual things simply because they are afraid to contemplate 
what lies ahead.  What joy and comfort we can bring by sharing the “good news of great joy” like the 
angels did.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord! (Luke 2:8-
15).  For more information about stewardship, please contact Max Buban at maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net 
or 614-771-8594. 
 
News of Invite Ministries 
New Prayer Concerns: 
Melea Wachtman, recovering from foot surgery 
Mike Kaculis, friend of many Holy Trinity in hospice care with brain cancer 
The family of Marjorie Becker, 102-year-old aunt of John McKitrick, who died last week 
 

Prayers for Our Members: 
Diane Whalen, at Mt. Carmel Rehabilitation in Westerville 
Rev. Dr. Walter Taylor, recovering from a heart procedure 
Alice Larrimer, at First Community Healthcare Center 
David Caldwell, recovering from shoulder surgery 
Sue Roberts, struggling with back pain 
Judy McKitrick, recovering from a heart procedure 
Gail Svendsen, at home, recovering from a heart ablation  
Carole Myers, ailing and confined at home 
 

Prayers for Our Family and Friends: 
Linda and Ron Wunsch, mother and father-in-law of Sara Wunsch, dealing with COVID 
Aaron Adkins, husband of Ron Benedick’s former coworker, undergoing chemo for aggressive cancer 
Joe Berkemer, uncle of Matt Berkemer, undergoing chemotherapy 
Phyllis Bliss, undergoing kidney treatments 
Eleanor Boyd, sister-in-law of Shirley Boyd in hospice care 
Jeanne Loy, mother of Cyndy Decker, suffering from full-end dementia 
Nancy Case, friend of Sue Eubanks, being treated for cancer 
Joe Glieco, nephew of Sue and Bill Eubanks, diagnosed with leukemia 
Tim Curry, brother of Bev Farrell and brother-in-law of JoAnn Curry, struggling with Parkinson’s  
Tabitha MacGowan, friend of the Fox family, recently diagnosed with bone cancer 
Amy Sherman, niece of Alan and Therese Gaulke, diagnosed with throat cancer 
Squire Aschinger, nephew of John & Judy McKitrick, diagnosed with cancer 
Kathy Sammons, mother of Jeff Sammons, experiencing fluid in her lungs 
Jeanette Polley, aunt of Jeff Sammons, diagnosed with bone cancer 
Phyllis Podmore, mother of Susan Setterlin, who broke her hip 
Sharon Larson, cousin of Barb Stock, experiencing cancer elsewhere following breast cancer 
Lucille Buller, 93-year-old aunt of Vicki Townsend, recovering from pancreatitis 
Amy Lavoie, cousin of Becky Warnement, battling a recurrence of lung cancer 
Karen Byrd, aunt of Becky Warnement, experiencing end-stage Alzheimer’s Disease 
Those affected by the global pandemic, natural disasters, the Armed forces, victims of terror, and all those 
on the margins of society most vulnerable to unrest, oppression and exploitation. 
 



2022 Altar Flowers 
Sign-up sheets are now available for 2022 altar flower memorials and dedications.  Providing altar 
flowers is a beautiful way to celebrate an important occasion, to remember loved ones and to give glory to 
God.  You can sign up at the flower table or by contacting the church office at 614-486-9433 or 
laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org.  The cost is $30.  Checks, electronic drafts, or credit card payments 
can be made payable to Holy Trinity with “flowers” noted in the memo line.  
 
News of Embrace Ministries 
Welcome New Members 
The following people were received as members of Holy Trinity on Sunday, December 19: Cindy & 
Steve Copeland, Cheryl & David Kriska, Holly Gillis & Ethan Bassett w/Clark, Wilma Gillis, Bonnie 
Olmsted, and Molly & Tyler Pensyl w/Carly & Connor.  Please introduce yourself! 
 
ELCA Youth Gathering – July 24-28, 2022 
Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and adult leaders gather at the ELCA Youth Gathering.  The 
five-day event is an impressionable time of worship, fun, learning, and faith formation.  This year’s theme 
is “Boundless.”  As described on the Gathering website – We are bound. Bound by our sin, by the 
expectations of others, by poverty, by –isms that try to divide us, and by so much more.  In a life that often 
feels as if it has young people in a suffocating grip, we want them to imagine the boundlessness of God:  
boundless love, boundless creation, boundless forgiveness, boundless invitation, and boundless promise.  
All offered from a gracious and loving God who knows and adores them.  All so abundant and endless it 
cannot be measured.  Holy Trinity plans to fly to Minneapolis with a group of high school youth for this 
gathering.  Registration costs for the Gathering are $390.  The deadline for registration forms and $150 
nonrefundable deposit is Sunday, January 16th.  Any questions can be directed to Pastor Steve 
(steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org) and/or Noelle Fox (noelle.fox@engagedbygrace.org). 
 
Church Council Leaders Elected 
At meetings in December, the following people were elected to serve 3-year terms on Church Council: 
Karin Cramer, Cara Evanchan, Mary Jane Neiman (second term), Jeff Sammons, and Tim Stock (second 
term).  Additionally, the following people were elected to serve on the Executive Board:  Jill Jentes 
Banicki – President; Mary Jane Neiman – Vice President; Mike Christman – Financial Secretary; Ashley 
Griffith – Treasurer; and Phil Kochheiser – Secretary.  We thank them for their willingness to 
serve.  Thanks, too, to outgoing Council Partners:  Matt Fox, Matt Sharp, and Leslie Torres. 
 
Looking for Jesus  
All over the World 
As we LOOK for God among us this season of Advent, we have built a display of nativity scenes from 
around the world.  The Emmanuel God who came to be among us, came to be among all of us.  So while 
Jesus was born into a middle-eastern family, God came to everyone all over the world.  Let’s see where in 
the world we can celebrate the birth of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
Study Tour to Israel and the West Bank 
Trinity Lutheran Seminary is sponsoring a trip to the Holy Land from April 26-May 10, 2022 being led 
by Trinity Bible professor and Hebrew Bible scholar, the Rev. Dr. Rachel Wrenn, and Trinity Professor 
Emeritus and New Testament scholar, the Rev. Dr. Walter F. Taylor.  Among the many sites to be visited 
are Caesarea Maritima, Megiddo, Nazareth, Capernaum, the Sea of Galilee, Dan, Caesarea Philippi, 
Jericho, the Jordan River, Bethlehem, Samaria, Masada, Qumran, The Dead Sea, Jerusalem (Mt. of 
Olives, Western Wall, City of David, Holocaust Museum, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Via 
Dolorosa, Israel Museum), etc.  For more information, please see the course website at 
https://www.eliastours.com/tours/trinity-lutheran-seminary-holy-land-study-tour; or contact the 
administrative assistant, A. J. Minney at aminney2@capital.edu, Rachel Wrenn at rwrenn@capital.edu, or 
Wally Taylor at wtaylor4@capital.edu.  The printed itinerary is also posted on the bulletin board next to 
the library at Holy Trinity. 



News of Empower Ministries 
Habitat for Humanity Update 
The house is now closed in making it a much more pleasant atmosphere in which to work. We have built 
the porches and we'll begin with exterior trim and siding work as the weather cooperates. On bad weather 
days we will be working inside getting framing done and preparing for the various tradesmen to come and 
rough-in the plumbing, electric and HVAC.  Come on out and join the fun!  Please contact Benson Ross 
at 614-747-0930 or detailsdetails96@gmail.com for more information. 
 

Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for Dec. 26, 2021- Jan. 2, 2022 
 
Sunday, December 26, 2021 
  8:00 am – First English Breakfast Ministry 
  10:00 am - Worship in person in the sanctuary and online at www.engagedbygrace.org 
   
Monday  Church Office Closed 
   
Tuesday  No Events Scheduled  
   
Wednesday 10:15 Preachers Bible Study  
   
Thursday  No Events Scheduled  
 
Friday  Church Office Closed  
 
Saturday  New Years Day 
 
Sunday, January 2, 2022 
  10:00 am - Worship in person in the sanctuary and online at www.engagedbygrace.org 
 
Sunday Worship Texts 
Sunday, December 26:  1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26: Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 
Sunday, January 2:  Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20; Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1: [1-9], 10-18 
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS 
 

Friday, December 24:  Christmas Eve Worship Services 
 2:00 pm – Communion without group singing 
 4:00 pm – Family Candlelight Christmas with special music by children 
 8:00 pm – Candlelight Communion with Choir 
 11:00 pm – Candlelight Communion with Chorale 
 

EPIPHANY 
 

Wednesday, January 5, 7:00 pm – Epiphany Eve Worship Service 
 

Sunday Worship:  Temple Talks on Social Ministries shining in the world 
 

Children’s Sunday School, 9:00-9:45 am:  Indoors 
 

Adult Sunday School, 9:00-9:45 am: “Our Planet” video series in the Conference Room 
 

Faith Formation Wednesdays, 7:00 pm:  ELCA Dialogues on the Refugee Crisis (via Zoom) 
 

Prospective 7-Day Eco-Pilgrimage to Costa Rica (register interest) 
 

For mobile giving options, scan code below with your phone’s camera or go to http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212    614-486-9433 phone/fax 
       email@engagedbygrace.org  


