
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	December	5	-	12,	2021	

	

 
 
Our Sunday Schedule  
 9:00 am – Youth Learning/Pageant Rehearsal 

10:00 am – Worship in person in the sanctuary and online at www.engagedbygrace.org  
4:00 pm – HTL Concert Series 
6:30 pm – High School Youth Group 

   
New Ministry Opportunities  
Looking for Jesus  
All over the World 
As we LOOK for God among us this season of Advent, we are building a display of nativity scenes from 
around the world.  The Emmanuel God who came to be among us, came to be among all of us.  So while 
Jesus was born into a middle-eastern family, God came to everyone in all of the world.   
 

And you can help us look for Jesus all over the world.  You can add your global nativity set to the display 
table that is set up in the front entryway just beyond the main doors to the sanctuary.  Let’s see where in 
the world we can celebrate the birth of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
First Gift for Jesus 
Mosquito Nets to Prevent Malaria 
In Africa and many other places around the world, malaria still runs rampant.  Yet the threat of that 
disease can be greatly diminished by a simple deterrent:  Mosquito nets to protect people while they sleep. 
 

Our first gift for Jesus ministry is an opportunity to include Jesus among those for whom you are buying 
gifts in the Christmas season.  This year, for $10 you can provide a net for one person and for $20 you 
can provide a net for a family.  You can place your donation in the manger at the baptismal font in the 
sanctuary, in an envelope at the offering plate or online at www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 
 
Practicing Prayer 
Devotions for Advent - 7:00pm Wednesdays in December  
People of the church have been looking for God through the centuries in prayer.  Join us at 7:00pm via 
Zoom (https://bit.ly/3FQHthP) each Wednesday in Advent for 20-minute devotions that will explore and 
practice a different form of prayer.  And if you can’t join us then, you can replay each devotion on the 
church website (engagedbygrace.org) at your convenience.  Here’s the schedule of topics: 
  December 1 - Contemplative Prayer 
  December 8 - Embodied Prayer 
  December 15 - Neighborhood Prayer 
  December 22 - Praying the Hours 



Planning Ahead for Christmas Eve 
Invite your friends and family to join us for any of our worship opportunities on Friday, December 24: 

• 2:00	pm	–	Christmas	Eve	Service	with	Communion	and	no	singing	
• 4:00	pm	–	Family	Candlelight	Christmas	Eve	Service	with	special	music	by	children	
• 8:00	pm	–	Candlelight	Christmas	Eve	Service	with	Communion	and	Choir	
• 11:00	pm	–	Candlelight	Christmas	Eve	Service	with	Communion	and	Chorale	

 
Paperwhite Flower Bulbs 
If you worshipped with us last Sunday, November 28th and planted a paperwhite flower bulb, make sure 
you are taking good care of it.  The bulb can remain in a cool, dark place for another week or so.  The 
glass should have enough water to reach the base of the flower bulb.  If you did not get a paperwhite 
flower bulb, there are plenty of extras for everyone to enjoy at home this winter season!  Please email 
Noelle Fox at noelle.fox@engagedbygrace.org.    
 
Jesse Tree Advent Devotions 
A special way to prepare for Christmas is to read daily devotions.  Booklets of Jesse Tree Devotions are 
available at church for your family to read from December 1st-25th.  Each day has a Bible reading, 
questions to wonder about and discuss, and a prayer.  The devotion books are available in a basket in the 
gathering space or by emailing Noelle Fox at noelle.fox@engagedbygrace.org. 
 
High School Youth Group Meeting 
The next high school youth group meeting is this Sunday, December 5th at 6:30 pm.  Parents and youth 
are invited to discuss possible travel plans to this summer’s National Youth Gathering, travel to Germany, 
and/or mission work.  We look forward to our time together! 
 
Singing Resumes with Masks  
It’s been 20 long months that we have refrained from singing for community wellbeing during the 
pandemic.  At its November meeting, Church Council approved a proposal presented by staff, in 
consultation with the Parish Health Team, that Holy Trinity resumes congregational singing in the 
sanctuary, wearing masks, in the current safe distance seating arrangement since 

• current CDC guidelines indicate vaccinated persons may resume pre-pandemic activities while 
masking indoors as a precaution against breakthrough infections, 

• vaccinations are now available for all persons age 5 and up, and 
• there are no reports of outbreaks among congregations who have been singing within this 

protocol in recent months.   
 
Congregational Meeting – Sunday, December 12 
Please save the date for a brief congregational meeting for the purpose of electing church council partners 
on Sunday, December 12 at 11:00 am, immediately following worship.  Hope to see you there! 
 
Concerts at Holy Trinity 
The next concert of the 2021-22 season will be this Sunday, December 5 at 4:00 pm (rescheduled from 
October 10.)  Violinist Fred Ripley will join Minister of Music Joshua Brodbeck for a variety of 
duets.  Please join us! 
 
Open Fifth Concert 
Open Fifth, an all-male a cappella singing group from Miami University that includes Holy Trinity 
member Ryan Cochran, will present a concert at Holy Trinity on Sunday, December 12 at 5:00 pm.  
Everyone’s invited to attend! 
 
Poinsettias 
If you would like to purchase a poinsettia to help beautify the sanctuary on Christmas Eve, please contact 
the church office at 614-486-9433, email laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org, or sign up at the Collection 
& Sign-up Corner in the Gathering Place.  The cost is $8 per plant. 



Blue Christmas - Healing & Lament Service 
What:  Healing & Lament service, which includes prayers, Scripture, candles, and silence 
When:  Tuesday, December 21, 7pm - the Winter Solstice, the longest night of the year 
Who:  Open to all who are “feeling blue”, stressed, emotionally heavy, craving God’s support 
Where:  Sanctuary of Holy Trinity 
Why:  Praying silently or in community is helpful in releasing burdens and being present for one another is 
part of our call as Christian community.  
Please prayerfully consider joining in this brief service which typically lasts about 30 minutes. 
 
Study Tour to Israel and the West Bank 
Trinity Lutheran Seminary is sponsoring a trip to the Holy Land from April 26-May 10, 2022.  The trip is 
being led by Trinity Bible professor and Hebrew Bible scholar, the Rev. Dr. Rachel Wrenn, and Trinity 
Professor Emeritus and New Testament scholar, the Rev. Dr. Walter F. Taylor (known as “Wally” to 
people of Holy Trinity).  Among the many sites to be visited are Caesarea Maritima, Megiddo, Nazareth, 
Capernaum, the Sea of Galilee, Dan, Caesarea Philippi, Jericho, the Jordan River, Bethlehem, Samaria, 
Masada, Qumran, The Dead Sea, Jerusalem (Mt. of Olives, Western Wall, City of David, Holocaust 
Museum, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Via Dolorosa, Israel Museum), etc.  For more information, 
please see the course website at https://www.eliastours.com/tours/trinity-lutheran-seminary-holy-land-
study-tour; or contact the administrative assistant, A. J. Minney at aminney2@capital.edu, Rachel Wrenn 
at rwrenn@capital.edu, or Wally Taylor at wtaylor4@capital.edu.  The printed itinerary is also posted on 
the bulletin board next to the library at Holy Trinity. 
 
Women’s Advent Tea 
On Sunday, December 12, 2021 at 2:00 pm, Advent Lutheran Church (3660 Kenny Road, Columbus 
43220) is holding an Advent Tea.  Ladies of all ages are invited to a short, quiet service which will consist 
of seasonal music, readings and a time of preparation for the coming of the Christ Child.  Following the 
service will be a time of fellowship, tea and cookies in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Stewardship Corner 
Mary, a young woman, learns from the Angel Gabriel that she is going to be the mother of the Messiah 
for whom she and her people had waited so long.  How did she prepare?  Do we read about her gathering 
clothes and diapers and blankets?  Did she even ask Joseph to build a cradle or a crib for the Child on His 
way?  What we do read about is Mary’s visit with her cousin Elizabeth and their great rejoicing in God 
over what He was about to do through them.  What’s more important to you during this Advent season – 
outward preparations or the preparing of your heart to receive the Christ Child?  For more information 
about stewardship, please contact Max Buban at maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net or 614-771-8594. 
 
News of Invite Ministries 
New Prayer Concerns: 
Alice Larrimer, recovering from surgery this week 
Brian Eisenhour, friend of Pastor Steve and Melea Wachtman, hospitalized with COVID 
The family of Erik Long, former member of Holy Trinity, who died last week 
 

Prayers for Our Members: 
Diane Whalen, hospitalized at OSU 
David Caldwell, recovering from shoulder surgery 
Sue Roberts, struggling with back pain 
Judy McKitrick, recovering from a heart procedure 
Bill Lingo, in hospice care at home 
Gail Svendsen, at home, recovering from a heart ablation  
Carole Myers, ailing and confined at home 
 
 
 



Prayers for Our Family and Friends: 
Amy Sherman, niece of Alan and Therese Gaulke, diagnosed with throat cancer 
Tabitha MacGowan, friend of the Fox family, recently diagnosed with bone cancer 
Aaron Adkins, husband of Ron Benedick’s former coworker, undergoing chemo for aggressive cancer 
Joe Berkemer, uncle of Matt Berkemer, undergoing chemotherapy 
Phyllis Bliss, undergoing kidney treatments 
Eleanor Boyd, sister-in-law of Shirley Boyd in hospice care 
Igor Oreshin, brother-in-law of Josh Brodbeck and brother of Katya, hospitalized with medical issues 
Nancy Case, friend of Sue Eubanks, being treated for cancer 
Joe Glieco, nephew of Sue and Bill Eubanks, diagnosed with leukemia 
Tim Curry, brother of Bev Farrell and brother-in-law of JoAnn Curry, struggling with Parkinson’s  
Squire Aschinger, nephew of John & Judy McKitrick, diagnosed with cancer 
Kathy Sammons, mother of Jeff Sammons, experiencing fluid in her lungs 
Jeanette Polley, aunt of Jeff Sammons, diagnosed with bone cancer 
Phyllis Podmore, mother of Susan Setterlin, who broke her hip 
Sharon Larson, cousin of Barb Stock, experiencing cancer elsewhere following breast cancer 
Lucille Buller, 93-year-old aunt of Vicki Townsend, recovering from pancreatitis 
Amy Lavoie, cousin of Becky Warnement, battling a recurrence of lung cancer 
Karen Byrd, aunt of Becky Warnement, experiencing end-stage Alzheimer’s Disease 
Those affected by the global pandemic, natural disasters, the Armed forces, victims of terror, and all those 
on the margins of society most vulnerable to unrest, oppression and exploitation. 
 
2022 Altar Flowers 
Sign-up sheets are now available for 2022 altar flower memorials and dedications.  Providing altar 
flowers is a beautiful way to celebrate an important occasion, to remember loved ones and to give glory to 
God.  You can sign up at the flower table or by contacting the church office at 614-486-9433 or 
laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org.  The cost is $30.  Checks, electronic drafts, or credit card payments 
can be made payable to Holy Trinity with “flowers” noted in the memo line.  
 
News of Embrace Ministries 
Christmas Pageant Returns! 
We are so excited to be preparing for a Christmas pageant this year.  The title is The Story of Silent Night 
and we plan to do it outside (weather permitting) on the sidewalk at the main church entrance in the 
parking lot area.  The pageant will be at 4:00pm on Sunday, December 19th and rehearsals will be done 
during the Sunday School time at 9:00 am Sundays through December 19.  During indoor rehearsals 
the children will be masked and spaced out while singing and speaking.  The music tracks for the songs 
will be available so the children can listen to the music and practice at home.  Any child is welcome to 
participate!  Please contact Director of Faith Formation Noelle Fox (noelle.fox@engagedbygrace.org) or 
Minister of Music Josh Brodbeck (joshua.brodbeck@engagedbygrace.org) as soon as possible to let them 
know the names, ages, and grades of the child(ren) interested.  We’re looking forward to celebrating the 
season with them! 
 
News of Empower Ministries 
Cookies for Christmas Baskets 
Holy Trinity is once again partnering with Boulevard Presbyterian Church to provide cookies for the 
Christmas baskets that are assembled and distributed to struggling neighbors in the greater Columbus 
area.  Holy Trinity has typically donated 90-95 dozen decorated cookies each year.  The boxes of cookies 
are now in the freezer at church, ready for you to take home, bake, and decorate whenever fits your 
schedule.  There is a signup sheet on the freezer for you to note how many boxes of cookies you took 
home (and then cross your name off when you bring them back) so we can keep track of where the 
cookies are.  The cookies need to be decorated and returned to Holy Trinity no later than 4:00 pm on 
Friday, December 17th so they can be transported to Boulevard Presbyterian.  Thanks for your help! 
 



Habitat for Humanity Update 
We had our wall raising ceremony two Saturdays ago, and it was a big success! A lot of people were in 
attendance including all of our Northwest partner volunteers, the homeowner and her family, bigwigs 
from Habitat and clergy from several churches... It was a very nice ceremony enjoyed by all. We 
have since put in the staircases, built all of the second floor walls and front and back porches. We are 
doing framing specifically to prepare for next Tuesday, December 7th, when our roof trusses will be 
delivered and put up by a crane. This is very exciting news because on that Friday the 10th, our roofers 
will show up and our house will be under roof, protecting us from the weather! If you are interested in 
making a donation to Habitat, please make out the check to Holy Trinity and in the memo write Habitat 
Northwest partners. Contact Benson Ross at 614-747-0930 or detailsdetails96@gmail.com for more info. 
 
Empowerment Shelf:  With Love from our Racial Justice Taskforce by Elizabeth Sammons 
Each month I hope to highlight a few books for adults and for youth that I’ve read myself or seen as 
books of note.  Whether fiction or nonfiction, this literature intends to expand our awareness, theology 
and/or acceptance of diverse viewpoints.  I hope you’ll discover as I have how these writings from 
various generations embrace what it means to be human and to walk in spirit. 
 

It’s Kwanza Time! By Linda Goss 
Kwanza is an African-American celebration of the “first fruits” originated in 1966 by Maulana Karenga 
running December 26-January 1.  This collection features stories, songs, and poems celebrating the seven 
principles of Kwanza, based on old African festivals and traditions.  It also includes games and recipes.  
For grades 4-7 and older readers. 
 

The Burning:  Black Wall Street and the Tulsa Race Massacre of 1921 by Hilary Beard 
This is adapted from Tim Madigan’s adult book for junior and senior high readers.  The author explores 
the racist violence that decimated the thriving Black community of Greenwood in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  Also 
available in audiobook, 2021. 
 

Bodies are Cool! By Tyler Feder 
A brief but mighty celebration of bodies of all shapes, sizes, abilities, ages and colors, with different kinds 
of hair, eyes, spots, scars and more.  For preschool-grade 2.  Available in audiobook.  2021. 
 

Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for December 5 - 12, 2021 
 
Sunday, December 5, 2021 – Second Sunday in Advent 
  9:00 am – Youth Learning/Pageant Rehearsal 
  10:00 am - Worship in person in the sanctuary and online at www.engagedbygrace.org 
  4:00 pm – Concert at Holy Trinity featuring Violinist Fred Ripley and Organist Joshua Brodbeck 
  6:30 pm – High School Youth Group 
   
Monday  BSA Troop 555 Committee meeting 
   
Tuesday  No Events Scheduled 
   
Wednesday 10:15 am – Preacher’s Bible Study 
  1:30 pm – WELCA Esther Circle II 
  7:00 pm – Advent Devotions - Embodied Prayer (via Zoom https://bit.ly/3FQHthP ) 
   
Thursday  6:30 pm – Handbell Choir 
  7:30 pm – Chancel Choir 
  
Friday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Saturday  9:00 am – Private Event 
 
Sunday, December 12, 2021 
  9:00am – Youth Learning/Pageant Rehearsal 
  10:00 am - Worship in person in the sanctuary and online at www.engagedbygrace.org 
  11:00 am – Congregational Meeting 
  5:00 pm – Open Fifth Concert from Miami University with Ryan Cochran 
 
Sunday Worship Texts 
Sunday, December 5: Malachi 3:1-4; Philemon 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6  
Sunday, December 12:  Zephaniah 3:14-20; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 



ADVENT 
 
Daily devotions beginning December 1:  Jesse Tree Devotion booklet and ornaments 
 
First Gift for Jesus:  Malaria-preventing Mosquito Nets ($10 each or $20 to protect a family) 
 
Christmas Cookie Gifts with Boulevard Presbyterian:  Take home 6 dozen frozen cookies to 
bake and decorate (Return cookies to Holy Trinity by Friday, December 17) 
 
Wednesdays, 7:00 pm in Advent (20 minutes on Zoom https://bit.ly/3FQHthP ) 

December 1: Contemplative Prayer 
December 8: Embodied Prayer 
December 15: Neighborhood Prayer 
December 22: Praying the Hours 

 
Sunday, December 5, 4:00 pm:  Concert with Josh Brodbeck and violinist Fred Ripley 
 
Sunday, December 12, 5:00 pm:  “The Open 5th” concert from Miami U. with Ryan Cochran 
 
Saturday, December 18, 4:00 pm:  Brass Band of Columbus concert 

 
CHRISTMAS 

 
Sunday, December 19, 4:00 pm:  Christmas Pageant (in church parking lot) 
 
Tuesday, December 21, 7:00 pm:  Blue Christmas Lament and Healing on the Longest Night 
 
Friday, December 24:  Christmas Eve Worship Services 
 2:00 pm – Communion without singing 
 4:00 pm – Family Candlelight Christmas with special music by children 
 8:00 pm – Candlelight Communion with Choir 
 11:00 pm – Candlelight Communion with Chorale 

 
EPIPHANY 

 
Wednesday, January 5, 7:00 pm – Epiphany Eve Worship Service 
 
Sunday Worship:  Temple Talks on Social Ministries shining in the world 
 
Children’s Sunday School, 9:00-9:45 am:  Indoors 
 
Adult Sunday School, 9:00-9:45 am:  “Our Planet” video series in the Conference Room 
 
Faith Formation Wednesdays, 7:00 pm:  ELCA Dialogues on the Refugee Crisis (via Zoom) 
 
Prospective 7-Day Eco-Pilgrimage to Costa Rica (register interest) 
 
 
 
 

For mobile giving options, scan code below with your phone’s camera or go to http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212    614-486-9433 phone/fax 
       email@engagedbygrace.org  


