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WELCOME TO HOLY TRINITY 
Your thanks and praise strengthens our worship as we celebrate again God’s love for all the world  

using a liturgy led by organ, piano, and choirs as a witness to the rich diversity within our one faith in Christ. 
 

Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the baptizer’s voice in the wilderness may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s 
prophecy could as easily herald the coming Lord Jesus as forerunner of the Lord of hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing of the 

gospel. In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of the Lord and assist all flesh in capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.” 
 

As any need or question arises during your experience at Holy Trinity this morning,  
 the ushers and welcome center attendants are ready to assist you. 

 
 

GATHERING 
                      
Prelude                                 Hark! The Glad Sound              -Michael Burkhardt 
 
Lighting the Advent Wreath 

 
Gathered around the Advent Wreath at the start of worship, 
We prepare ourselves for God to enter 
our lives, our community, our world. 
 
We praise you, O God, for this circle of light 
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 
As we light the candles on this wreath, 
kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, 
that we may be light shining in the darkness. 
Enlighten us with your grace, 
that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 
Amen. 

 
 
Response                            Come Now, O Prince of Peace                    
 

Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body. 
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 
 
Come now, O God of love, make us one body. 
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 

 
Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. And also with you. 



 
Hymn of Praise                         Hark, the Glad Sound!                    Hymn 239 
 

Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
the Savior promised long; 
let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 
and ev'ry voice a song. 

 
He comes the pris'ners to release, 
in Satan's bondage held. 
The gates of brass before him burst, 
the iron fetters yield. 

 
He comes the broken heart to bind, 
the bleeding soul to cure, 
and with the treasures of his grace 
to enrich the humble poor. 

 
Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, 
your welcome shall proclaim, 
and heav'n's eternal arches ring 
with your beloved name. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.  
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to all the people 
of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
Lesson  sit                         Malachi 3:1-4 
 

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 
coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears?  
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he 
will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the 
LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the 
days of old and as in former years. 
 

 Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 
 
 



Response                              Wait for the Lord 

 
 

Gospel Lesson                                 Luke 3:1-6 
  

 The gospel according to St. Luke, the 3rd chapter.     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and 
Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 
Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall 
be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon  sit 
 
Hymn of the Day stand              Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus          Hymn 254 

 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art, 
dear desire of ev'ry nation, 
joy of ev'ry longing heart. 
 
Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child, and yet a king; 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit 
raise us to thy glorious throne.  



Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Ministry Announcements  sit 
 
Prayers of Intercession         Response: hear our prayer 
 

LITURGY OF THE MEAL 
 

Offering & Offertory                   Every Valley                 -John Ness Beck 
 
Dialog   stand 
 
      The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

      Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



Great Thanksgiving 
 

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, 
 we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

 When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
 you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 
At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
 and to heal all the suffering world. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, 
 his life, death, and resurrection, 
 we await his coming again 
 in righteousness and peace. 
Send your Spirit on us 
 and on this bread and wine we share: 
 strengthen our faith, increase our hope, 
 and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in your holy Church, both now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  sit 

 
Communion 
 
Blessing 
 
Song after Communion                Prepare the Royal Highway             Hymn 264 
 

Prepare the royal highway; 
the King of kings is near! 
Let ev'ry hill and valley 
a level road appear! 
Then greet the King of glory, 
foretold in sacred story: 
 



Refrain 
Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God's word! 
 
God's people, see him coming: 
your own eternal king! 
Palm branches strew before him! 
Spread garments! Shout and sing! 
God's promise will not fail you! 
No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain 
 
Then fling the gates wide open 
to greet your promised king! 
Your king, yet ev'ry nation 
its tribute too may bring. 
All lands will bow before him; 
their voices join your singing: Refrain 
 
His is no earthly kingdom; 
it comes from heav'n above. 
His rule is peace and freedom 
and justice, truth, and love. 
So let your praise be sounding 
for kindness so abounding: Refrain 

    
Prayer after Communion 
 

Let us pray. God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share. Make us 
ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your people in the world, 
announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

Benediction & Dismissal 
 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude               
 
Chancel flowers today are given by Barbara Keller to the Glory of God and the memory of her beloved 
mother. 
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Liturgical Ministers 
 

Preacher & Presiding Minister: Pastor Steve Wachtman 
Minister of Music: Joshua Brodbeck 
Director of Equipping Ministers: Laura Hudson 
Intern: Vicar Sara Wunsch 
 



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS DURING  
ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 

More information can be found in the newsletter or at engagedbygrace.org 
 

ADVENT 
December 1 and following:  Jesse Tree Devotion booklet and ornaments 
 
Looking for Jesus All Over the World:  An entryway display of your global nativity sets 

 
First Gift for Jesus:  Malaria-preventing Mosquito Nets ($10 each or $20 for a family) 

 
Gift Basket Ministry:  With Boulevard Presbyterian, bake/decorate 6 dozen frozen cookies 

 
Wednesdays, 7:00pm -  Practicing Prayer in Advent (20 minutes on Zoom) 
 Link - https://bit.ly/3FQHthP 
 December 1 - Contemplative Prayer 
 December 8 - Embodied Prayer 
 December 15 - Neighborhood Prayer 
 December 22 -  Praying the Hours 
 
Sunday, December 5 
 4:00pm - Concert with Josh and violinist Fred Ripley  
 6:30pm - Youth Group Planning Meeting 

 
Sunday, December 12  
 11:00am - Congregational meeting to elect Council members 

5:00pm -  “The Open 5th” Miami a cappella concert with Ryan Cochran 
 

Saturday, December 18, 4:00pm -  Brass Band of Columbus concert  
 

CHRISTMAS 
Sunday, December 19, 4:00pm - Christmas Pageant  

 
Tuesday, December 21, 7:00pm - Blue Christmas on Longest Night: Lament  & Healing  

 
Friday, December 24:  Christmas Eve Worship Services 

2:00pm -  Communion without singing  
4:00pm -  Family Candlelight Christmas with special music by children 
8:00pm -  Candlelight Communion with Choir  
11:00pm -  Candlelight Communion with Chorale 

 
 

 
 

 


