
A Daily Dose of Good News 
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Pastor Steve’s devotional is available online at https://youtu.be/yqvT6OV6Dm4 
You may dialog with Pastor Steve on this devotion at steve.wachtman@me.com 

 James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we 
want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.”  And he said to them, “What is it you want me to 
do for you?”  And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, 
in your glory.”  But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to 
drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?”  They 
replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with 
the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized;  but to sit at my right hand or at my 
left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 
 When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus called 
them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their 
rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them.  But it is not so among you; 
but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be 
first among you must be slave of all.  For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and 
to give his life a ransom for many.”  (Mark 10:35-45) 

God’s Story Shapes Our Story 

The good news for today 
Is the gift of God’s Word itself. 
Through the words of the Bible  
Accompanied with preaching and the teaching, 
God’s Word frames the divine, cosmic, eternal story 
To enlighten and inspire our trust 
In the way that story includes us … forever. 

And here is another such story. 
The theme is so familiar. 
Who among us hasn’t wanted the best seats 
The highest positions of power 
The most influence  
The greatest privilege. 

That’s what James and John are asking for. 
Or at least, that’s what they think they are asking for, 
Until Jesus tries to help them realize their misunderstanding. 
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With Jesus emerging identity as the Messiah savior of the world, 
James and John are asking to be on the inner circle. 
They are asking for cabinet level positions in Jesus’ leadership administration. 
They are trying to coattail on Jesus’ popularity… 
You know, like hanging out with the cool kids at school! 

Then Jesus goes on to teach them, 
That the kind of power, influence, and popularity he is wielding  
Is really quite different than that of the world. 
Rather than Lording and standing over people … 
Rather than being served by others, 
Jesus, instead, has come to serve himself, 
Calling all his followers to do the same: 
Seeking to serve others rather than being served. 

And God’s story here sheds a pretty bright light on our stories, doesn’t it? 
As follower of Jesus who brings near 
The fullness, joy and purpose of God’s kingdom on earth, 
Our goal in life is not to be served, but rather to serve… 
Within our marriages 
Within our families 
At school 
At work 
On our teams 
Indeed, this part of God’s story relates  
To pretty much every part of our story! 
And what a gift that is. 

This Sunday we celebrate a next step 
In our mission together at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. 
13 years ago having discerned God’s call  
That we increase the scope of our congregation  
To provide varieties of professional staff  
To help us grow in our faith and witness to Jesus… 
To make more and more connections between God’s Story and our story, 
We are ready to install Noelle Fox as our new Director of Faith Formation  
Whose role will be to help us grow in our faith  
By deepening our appreciation of the connections  
Between God’s Story and our story. 
So that is some added good news too 
As we look forward to adding her support  
to our story of faith that is growing all the time.


