
 

 

A Daily Dose of Good News 
Tuesday, October 5, 2021 

 

Today, this devotional will be offered online at https://youtu.be/XZXIMLT6g_U 

Additionally, if you’d like to talk about this Daily Dose of Good News further, or previous ones, 

have questions, or additional thoughts, please feel free to email me at 

sara.wunsch@engagedbygrace.org.  I’d love to interactively engage with you about them. 

 
Good morning!  It is October 5th and it's time for our Daily Dose of Good News which is from 

Psalm 112.   

 

Praise the Lord! 

    Happy are those who fear the Lord, 

    who greatly delight in his commandments.  

Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 

    the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

Wealth and riches are in their houses, 

    and their righteousness endures forever. 

They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright; 

    they are gracious, merciful, and righteous.  

It is well with those who deal generously and lend, 

    who conduct their affairs with justice. 

For the righteous will never be moved; 

    they will be remembered forever. 

They are not afraid of evil tidings; 

    their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord. 

Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid; 

    in the end they will look in triumph on their foes.  

They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor; 

    their righteousness endures forever; 

    their horn is exalted in honor.  

The wicked see it and are angry; 

    they gnash their teeth and melt away; 

    the desire of the wicked comes to nothing. 

 

Here ends the reading. 

 

I wonder how you felt when I read that psalm?  I wonder if there's anything more you could ever 

want- than what's in that psalm?  It’s lavish in all the blessings that get poured down from God.  

Simply upon someone who fears the Lord.  Fearing the Lord, respecting the Lord, realizing the 

Lord is who the Lord says the Lord is.  The Lord is king of the universe, our God forever and 

ever.  That doesn't mean that you fear the Lord- like that you’re quaking, and too scared to talk to 

God, so you hide underneath a chair.  (Laughs).  What it means is that you recognize the 

awesomeness of who God is.  You respect that, you honor that, you hold that in esteem.  So, for  

those who fear the Lord, who greatly delight in His commandments, whose hearts are open to 

God, who want to be taught by God, and who want to live out God’s ways….  as Ellie said on 
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Sunday- and I thought this was profound- people's actions- that's how you can tell. It's all talk, 

until you do it, basically is what she said.  Now she used different words than that, better words 

than I did.  But her point was, you know by the consequences. You know by what people are 

doing- which is an excellent point.  But for those who fear the Lord, listen to what they get:   

 

Their descendants will be mighty in the land.  Wealth and riches are in their houses.  Even 

though later in the psalm, it talks about how they're generous with giving to the poor.  So even 

though they’re generous in their giving, they don't run out of their riches.  So I think that sheds a 

lot of light on who our God is.  Our God replenishes and restores. Giving to the poor and needy 

doesn't dilute our wealth, it only increases it.  I think that's helpful to think about.   

 

It says:  their righteousness endures forever. They rise up as a light in the midst of darkness 

for other righteous people to see.  They are an example and a model for people who need to see 

good in the world. That's what the person is who fears God.  They are gracious and merciful 

and righteous.   

 

They conduct their affairs with justice. Justice can be a hard thing, I think, to think about 

sometimes.  Because that can feel intimidating, or scary, like:  what does justice mean?  Does 

that mean I have to go do a march, or I have to have to picket somewhere, or boycott something 

or yell at people or be in their face?  That's one way of justice.  But another way of justice is 

being merciful to people around you.  Another way of justice is to be fair.  A recent talk at  

Trinity Lutheran Seminary at Capital University by Cynthia Moe-Lobeda, was about climate 

change.  The way she phrased it was she used the phrase:  “climate justice”.  I thought that so 

resonated and made sense.  Some people might dispute that climate change is happening.  But I 

don’t think any of us would dispute that some of us hog resources compared to other countries 

and other people. We want to be just in the distribution of those resources.  So one way of justice 

is doing things to help preserve our earth and our natural resources.  They conduct their affairs 

with justice.   

 

They will be remembered forever. Isn’t this almost what you would want to have, for example, 

on your tombstone?  You would want your loved ones to remember you forever and to have felt 

like you modeled to them what they needed to see in the world.  They are not afraid of evil 

tidings because they are steady.  Their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord.  In this topsy-turvy 

world where everything feels like a barrage or an onslaught, so much of the time.  Isn’t 

steadiness valued?  Stability?  Being firm in something? Knowing something to be true and good 

and being grounded in that?   

 

So in the end, they will look in triumph on their foes. They have distributed freely, they have 

given to the poor; and their righteousness endures forever. I love the final line:  the wicked see 

it and are angry, the desire of the wicked comes to nothing.  So there’s protection in that.   

 

So this psalm talks about how if we believe in God and ground ourselves in God, our riches and 

wealth are plentiful, we’re remembered forever,  we are a witness and a model to people who 

need it who are in darkness, we’re steady, we're firm, we’re secure because we're grounded in 

God, and the wicked really can't do anything to us or anybody else.  It's wonderful!  It’s really 

such a promise!  Such a huge promise from God of:  this is what I want to give you!  This is 



 

 

what I want you to have! This is what I care about:  I want you to take your life and use it for 

justice and to model graciousness and mercy.  I want to pour down lavish things on you in that!  

But you have to ground in God to do that.  So are you willing?  Are you willing to fear God?  

This psalm gives great examples of the tangible that God can give and the intangible!  It sounds 

like the person who fears God is at peace- no matter what happens!  That's great news for us 

today!  From a beautiful God.  From a beautiful Jesus who died for all of our sins to give us the 

opportunity to ground in God as fully as possible. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit who 

anoints us in our lives and empowers us to do God's will.  You have a God who loves you and 

just pours down such great things on you and on all of us!  Be blessed in that and enjoy the day.  


