
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	September	12	-	19,	2021	

	

 
 
Our Sunday Schedule  

9:00 am – Youth Sunday School  
10:00 am – In-person Worship in the Sanctuary and Remote, Live-Streamed Worship 

  11:15 am –Town Hall discussion re: Program Staff Development Proposal 
  2:00 pm – Service of Lament and Healing 
   
New Ministry Opportunities  
Service of Lament and Healing 
Holy Trinity’s next Service of Lament and Healing will occur on Sunday, September 12 at 2:00 pm. 
Gathering around the font that forms us into the community of Christ, we will have opportunity to raise 
and bear together with God burdens of 

• Physical	and	Emotional	Distress	
• Strained	Relationships	
• Social	Justice	Concerns	
• Local,	National	and	Global	Affairs	
• Ecological	Apathy	and	Abuse	
• Spiritual	Struggles	

The vision for this service is to provide a safe and holy space for people to express their deepest concerns, 
silently or aloud, in the presence of the baptismal community that is committed to sharing such concerns 
with God and each other, even when they are difficult to hear and possibly even conflicting points of 
view.  The goal is to promote healing and strengthen the witness of our faith community as it is centered 
on our trust in God’s promise of life and love for all the world through Christ Jesus our Lord, even amid 
the various and perhaps conflicting perspectives we may bring to that community.  We gather to lay all 
our concerns before the Lord, trusting that the Lord will be at work through us to address those concerns 
for the well-being of all.  We look forward to sharing this worship experience with all who are 
interested.  Please invite any other friends and neighbors who might like to join us too.  Please contact 
Pastor Steve, Vicar Sara or Josh Brodbeck with any questions. 
 
Pastor Steve’s Email Was Hacked 
With apologies for any inconvenience, please do not respond to any email or text messages from 
steve.wachtman.engagedbygrace@gmail.com or similar.  If you’re unsure of the origin of the message, 
move your cursor over the “From” field and you will see an unrecognizable email address. 
 

That is NOT Pastor Steve.  He is NOT nor will he ever request gift cards from anyone via email.  The UA 
police department has been alerted to such “spam” messages and, unfortunately, is able to do very little 
about it.  If you receive such an email request, please forward it to email@engagedbygrace.org. 
 



Endowment Fund 
Holy Trinity’s Endowment Committee is pleased to announce we have $55,000 for the disbursement of 
grants for the 2022 funding cycle.  The funds will be applied across our three designated constituencies: 

• Community	Outreach	efforts	
• ELCA	activities	within	synods,	seminaries,	colleges,	or	local	social	service	agencies	
• Holy	Trinity	program	enrichment,	ministry	support,	or	capital	improvements	

Application materials are available at Holy Trinity’s Info Center or by clicking and 
downloading Endowment Fund Instructions, Endowment Fund Instructions, p2, Grant Application 
Cover, Grant Application (page 1) and Grant Application (page 2).  All materials must be submitted to 
Holy Trinity no later than Sunday, October 10, 2021.  People are encouraged, however, to submit their 
materials as early as possible.  If you know of an entity that might be interested in submitting an 
application, please inform whoever would be responsible for completing the forms.  For anyone 
requesting grants for Holy Trinity ministries, organizational history, financials and 503(c) information is 
not needed.  Our goal would anticipate making grants that allow each to be of measurable impact.  Thank 
you for your interest and help.  If you have any questions, please contact Endowment Committee chair 
Tom Grabenstatter. 
 
Program Staff Development Proposal 
At its August meeting, Council began consideration of a Program Staff Development Proposal from the 
Executive/Personnel Committee, according to the vision Holy Trinity discerned in 2008 for growing into 
a program model church where ministry activity channels through several ministry professionals in 
addition to the pastor.  The plan calls for Noelle Fox to serve as our Director of Faith Formation joining 
Joshua Brodbeck who serves as our Minister of Music, Laura Hudson who serves as our Director for 
Equipping Ministers, Nancy VanFossen who serves as our Director of the Child Development Program 
and Doug Myser who serves as Director of Operations. 
 

You may review the proposal here http://www.engagedbygrace.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Council-
Program-model-Staff-Development-Proposal.pdf.  You can learn more and share your impressions at the 
town hall discussion on 11:15am, Sunday, September 12 in-person immediately following 
worship.  Questions and comments may be directed to Vice-President and Personnel Chair Mary Jane 
Neiman or Pastor Steve Wachtman. 
 
Empowerment Shelf: With Love from our Racial Justice Taskforce 
By Elizabeth Sammons 
Each month I hope to recommend a few books for adults and for you whether I’ve read them myself or 
seen mentioned as literature of note.  Each book intends to expand our awareness, theology and/or 
acceptance of viewpoints from people of color, past or present, that embrace what it means to be human 
and walk in spirit. 
 

Choteau Creek: A Sioux Remembrance by Joseph Iron Eye Dudley 
With magnificent simplicity in this classic autobiography, a Methodist minister remembers his childhood 
on a Native American reservation in South Dakota, where his beloved maternal grandparents raised him 
in the 1940s and 1950s.  Despite what Anglos would consider great poverty, they taught him the social, 
cultural and spiritual values that enriched his life and led him to his calling. 
 

The Only Black Girls in Town by Brandy Colbert 
In a predominantly white California beach town, the only two black seventh-graders, Alberta and Edie, 
find hidden journals that uncover family secrets and speak to race relations in the past.  Available both in 
print and as an audiobook.  For grades 3-6, 2020. 
 

The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict 
Set in 1906, this novel portrays Belle da Costa Greene who was hired by J.P. Morgan to curate a 
collection of rare manuscripts, books, and artwork for her newly built Pierpont Morgan Library.  Belle 
becomes a fixture in New York City society, but she is African American passing as white.  Available in 
print and as an audiobook, 2021. 
 



Stewardship Corner 
Do you realize that our wonderful and loving God has called you, through faith, to be His steward?  “You 
did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last” (John 
15:16).  God won’t change His mind about calling you to be His steward.  “For God’s gifts and His call 
are irrevocable” (Romans 11:29).  Through faith, you are not only called to be God’s steward, you are 
empowered to be a God-pleasing steward.  For more information about stewardship, please contact Max 
Buban at 614-771-8594 or maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net. 
 
News of Invite Ministries  
New Prayer Concerns: 
Rev. Dean Piper, father of Laura Hudson, recently diagnosed with cancer 
Kathy Sammons, mother of Jeff Sammons, experiencing recurring fluid in her lungs 
Jeanette Polley, aunt of Jeff Sammons, diagnosed with bone cancer 
Eleanor Boyd, sister-in-law of Shirley Boyd, in hospice care 
Brian Jones, brother of Tony Jones, diagnosed with stomach cancer 
Aaron Adkins, husband of Ron Benedick’s former co-worker, undergoing chemo for aggressive cancer 
The family of Jack Herman, 93-year-old grandfather of Julie Hallas, who died this week 
The family of Rob Thomas, father of Evelyn and Abbie Thomas, who died unexpectedly on Sunday. 
(Funeral arrangements are being handled by his parents’ church.) 
 

Removed from the Prayer List: 
Brigitte Zellner, friend of Barbara Keller, recovered from COVID 
Doris Edwards, friend of Barbara Keller, making good progress following wrist and open-heart surgery 
 

Prayers for Our Members: 
Diane Whalen, at Reunion Rehabilitation in Dublin following a recent hospitalization 
Sue Roberts, struggling with back pain 
Judy McKitrick, recovering from a heart procedure 
Bill Lingo, in hospice care at home 
MJ Neiman, recovering from hip surgery  
Gail Svendsen, at home, recovering from a heart ablation  
Carole Myers, ailing and confined at home 
Liz Roth, recovering from hand surgery  
 

Prayers for Our Family and Friends: 
Phillip Jones, brother of Janet Benedick, undergoing treatment for bladder cancer 
Joe Berkemer, uncle of Matt Berkemer, undergoing chemotherapy 
Phyllis Bliss, undergoing kidney treatments 
Igor Oreshin, brother-in-law of Josh Brodbeck and brother of Katya, hospitalized with medical issues 
Nancy Case, friend of Sue Eubanks, being treated for cancer 
Joe Glieco, nephew of Sue and Bill Eubanks, recently diagnosed with leukemia 
Tim Curry, brother of Bev Farrell and brother-in-law of JoAnn Curry, struggling with Parkinson’s  
Ryan Winowich, friend of the Malatesta family, recovering from a stroke 
Squire Aschinger, nephew of John & Judy McKitrick, diagnosed with cancer 
John Helms, father of Liz Roth, hospitalized for heart issues 
Phyllis Podmore, mother of Susan Setterlin, who broke her hip 
Lucille Buller, 93-year-old aunt of Vicki Townsend, recovering from pancreatitis 
 
News of Embrace Ministries 
Pastoral Perspective on the Covid-19 Vaccine  
From my pastoral perspective, I strongly encourage every eligible person to take advantage of a Covid-19 
vaccine as they are now being fully authorized by the Food and Drug Administration.  My perspective 
arises from these key factors: 



• Vaccinated persons are far less likely to become infected with the virus, thereby making them far 
less likely to transmit the disease to others.  

• Vaccinated persons are even less likely to be hospitalized and die from Covid-19 disease — 
lower risk, even, than from the common flu. 

• Vaccinated persons are far less likely to become a breeding ground for new variants of the virus, 
one of which could possibility evade the protection that current vaccines are providing against 
current strains of the virus. 

 

When describing the freedom of a Christian who is called to love God and neighbor as themselves, Martin 
Luther wrote, “A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. A Christian is a perfectly dutiful 
servant of all, subject of all, subject to all.” 
 

If you haven’t already, please consider using your freedom to get vaccinated for the physical, mental and 
spiritual health  

• of yourself,  
• of those who are unable to receive the vaccine due to other health considerations or age like 

children, and 
• of essential workers like teachers, retail clerks, police and fire personnel, and medical 

professionals who care for those that get sick.   
 

Please also consider wearing a mask when gathering with large indoor groups like worship since 
asymptomatic persons infected with the virus can be contagious to others, whether vaccinated or not. 
 

The healthier we become as people united in Christ, the more fully we can re-engage the breadth of 
community events that are so vital to the well-being of all of us. 
Peace, Pastor Steve 
 
 

Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for September 12 - 19, 2021 
 
Sunday, September 12, 2021 

9:00 am – Youth Sunday School on the playground 
10:00 am – In-person Worship in the sanctuary and online at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 

  11:15 am –Town Hall discussion re: Program Staff Development Proposal 
  2:00 pm – Service of Lament and Healing 
   
Monday  6:30 pm – BSA 555 
   
Tuesday  No Events Scheduled 
   
Wednesday 10:15 am – Preacher’s Bible Study  
  12:30 pm – WELCA Mary Martha Circle I 
  7:00 pm – Church Council 
    
Thursday   6:30 pm – Handbell Choir 
  7:30 pm – Adult Choir 
  
Friday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Saturday  UAHS Boys BB Mum Delivery in parking lot 
 
Sunday, September 19, 2021 

9:00 am – Youth Sunday School on the playground 
10:00 am – In-person Worship in the sanctuary and online at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 

 
Sunday Worship Texts 
Sunday, September 12: Isaiah 50:4-9a; James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38 
Sunday, September 19: Jeremiah 11:18-20; James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a; Mark 9:30-37 
 

For mobile giving options, scan code below with your phone’s camera or go to http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212    614-486-9433 phone/fax 
       email@engagedbygrace.org  


