
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	September	5	-	12,	2021	

	

 
 
Our Sunday Schedule  

9:00 am – Youth Sunday School  
10:00 am – In-person Worship in the Sanctuary and Remote, Live-Streamed Worship 

   
New Ministry Opportunities  
Pastoral Perspective on the Covid-19 Vaccine  
From my pastoral perspective, I strongly encourage every eligible person to take advantage of a Covid-19 
vaccine as they are now being fully authorized by the Food and Drug Administration.  My perspective 
arises from these key factors: 

• Vaccinated persons are far less likely to become infected with the virus, thereby making them far 
less likely to transmit the disease to others.  

• Vaccinated persons are even less likely to be hospitalized and die from Covid-19 disease — 
lower risk, even, than from the common flu. 

• Vaccinated persons are far less likely to become a breeding ground for new variants of the virus, 
one of which could possibility evade the protection that current vaccines are providing against 
current strains of the virus. 

 

When describing the freedom of a Christian who is called to love God and neighbor as themselves, Martin 
Luther wrote, “A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. A Christian is a perfectly dutiful 
servant of all, subject of all, subject to all.” 
 

If you haven’t already, please consider using your freedom to get vaccinated for the physical, mental and 
spiritual health  

• of yourself,  
• of those who are unable to receive the vaccine due to other health considerations or age like 

children, and 
• of essential workers like teachers, retail clerks, police and fire personnel, and medical 

professionals who care for those that get sick.   
 

Please also consider wearing a mask when gathering with large indoor groups like worship since 
asymptomatic persons infected with the virus can be contagious to others, whether vaccinated or not. 
 

The healthier we become as people united in Christ, the more fully we can re-engage the breadth of 
community events that are so vital to the well-being of all of us. 
 

Peace, 
Pastor Steve 
 
 



Program Staff Development Proposal 
At its August meeting, Council began consideration of a Program Staff Development Proposal from the 
Executive/Personnel Committee, according to the vision Holy Trinity discerned in 2008 for growing into 
a program model church where ministry activity channels through several ministry professionals in 
addition to the pastor.  The plan calls for Noelle Fox to serve as our Director of Faith Formation joining 
Joshua Brodbeck who serves as our Minister of Music, Laura Hudson who serves as our Director for 
Equipping Ministers, Nancy VanFossen who serves as our Director of the Child Development Program 
and Doug Myser who serves as Director of Operations. 
 

You may review the proposal here http://www.engagedbygrace.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Council-
Program-model-Staff-Development-Proposal.pdf.  You can learn more and share your impressions at the 
next town hall discussion on 11:15am, Sunday, Sept. 12 in-person immediately following 
worship.  Questions and comments may be directed to Vice-President and Personnel Chair Mary Jane 
Neiman or Pastor Steve Wachtman. 
 
Racial Justice Ministry Update 
Our Racial Justice Task Force is continuing dialogue and action, and we need your thoughts so we’re 
offering this anonymous survey: http://www.engagedbygrace.org/racial-justice-ministry-update/ 
 

It’s hard to believe that we’ve been in action for over a year already on our Racial Justice Ministry Team. 
As we continue expanding our horizons, we’re eager to know your thoughts on how we can engage in 
activities, discussions and anything else that interests you.  
 

Stay tuned for future activities in this newsletter.  As always, all are welcome to attend our meetings and 
channel thoughts using this survey or talking with Sara and other Racial Justice Ministry members.     
 
Stewardship Corner 
As faithful stewards, we don’t see our stewardship lives as a never-ending list of chores that God gives us 
to do.  Rather we willingly and joyfully seek to do God’s will as we serve and follow Him.  Out of love 
and gratitude, we are compelled to use our lives and blessings in ways that give God honor and glory.  As 
the Apostle Paul prayed for the Colossians, we pray: “And we pray this in order that we may live a life 
worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing the 
knowledge of God” (Colossians 1:10).  For more information about stewardship, please contact Max 
Buban at 614-771-8594 or maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net. 
 
News of Invite Ministries  
New Prayer Concerns: 
Diane Whalen, at Reunion Rehabilitation in Dublin following a recent hospitalization 
Squire Aschinger, nephew of John & Judy McKitrick, diagnosed with cancer 
 

Prayers for Our Members: 
Sue Roberts, struggling with back pain 
Judy McKitrick, recovering from a heart procedure 
Bill Lingo, in hospice care at home 
MJ Neiman, at home, recovering from hip surgery  
Gail Svendsen, at home, recovering from a heart ablation  
Carole Myers, ailing and confined at home 
Liz Roth, recovering from hand surgery  
 

Prayers for Our Family and Friends: 
Phillip Jones, brother of Janet Benedick, undergoing treatment for bladder cancer 
Joe Berkemer, uncle of Matt Berkemer, undergoing chemotherapy 
Phyllis Bliss, undergoing kidney treatments 
Igor Oreshin, brother-in-law of Josh Brodbeck and brother of Katya, hospitalized with medical issues 
Nancy Case, friend of Sue Eubanks, being treated for cancer 
Joe Glieco, nephew of Sue and Bill Eubanks, recently diagnosed with leukemia 



Tim Curry, brother of Bev Farrell and brother-in-law of JoAnn Curry, struggling with Parkinson’s  
Brigitte Zellner, friend of Barbara Keller, hospitalized with complications from COVID 
Doris Edwards, friend of Barbara Keller, recovering from wrist surgery and open-heart surgery 
Ryan Winowich, friend of the Malatesta family, recovering from a stroke 
John Helms, father of Liz Roth, hospitalized for heart issues 
Phyllis Podmore, mother of Susan Setterlin, who broke her hip 
Lucille Buller, 93-year-old aunt of Vicki Townsend, recovering from pancreatitis 
 
News of Embrace Ministries 
Fall Sunday School Plans 
With an eye toward creating Sunday School opportunities for children as safely and conveniently as 
possible, here is the plan for this fall:  
 

• 45-minute sessions at church beginning at 9:00 am on Sundays before worshippers arrive 
• One-stop Schedule for all youth age levels 

• Pre-reading children 
• Reading children 
• Middle School Confirmation (simultaneous hybrid in-person and on-line) 
• High School Youth 

• Each group team-led by adults who have been vaccinated  
• All building access will be channeled through the playground entrance 
• Space set apart for Sunday school activity alone: 

• Playground and yard, with all groups meeting outside as weather permits 
• Grace Hall and Upstairs Classrooms that the preschool uses during the week 
• Everyone in masks whenever we are inside 

• At 9:45, everyone is free to leave or stay for worship as works best for their family 
• Video summaries of each Sunday school lesson will be posted online, and we will review the 

schedule again at the holidays. 
 

Adult Sunday School will be offered on Sundays from 11:15 am-12:30 pm in the sanctuary, 
immediately following worship.  Watch for more information about topics coming soon. 
 
 

Ministry on the Horizon 
Several visual displays from Holy Trinity’s ministry fair are set up in the front entryway at church along 
with copies of the Ministry on the Horizon catalog.  Inside you’ll find a discipleship response card that 
allows you to indicate which ministries you would like to learn more about.  You can drop your 
completed response card in the gold box at the ministry table or in the offering collection plate. 
 

Additionally, if you’re not sure which ministry activity might be right for you, you are encouraged to take a 
spiritual gifts inventory to help determine which activities suit you best.  Click here for an electronic version 
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Spiritual-Renewal/Assessment-
Tools or pickup a printed copy at the display table in the entryway.  I’d be happy to discuss how we might 
match your gifts with ministry opportunities at Holy Trinity and in the community.   - Laura Hudson 
 
News of Empower Ministries 
American Red Cross Blood Drive 
The next blood drive at Holy Trinity will be Thursday, September 9 from 9am – 2pm.  Many drives 
have been canceled in light of the COVID pandemic so all blood donations are very much welcome and 
appreciated. Go to www.redcrossblood.org/give or call 1-800-RED CROSS to make an appointment.  
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for September 5 - 12, 2021 
 
Sunday, September 5, 2021  

9:00 am – Youth Sunday School on the playground 
10:00 am – In-person Worship in the sanctuary and online at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 

   
Monday  Labor Day – Office Closed 
   
Tuesday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Wednesday 10:15 am – Preacher’s Bible Study  
  1:30 pm – WELCA Esther Circle II 
    
Thursday   Red Cross Blood Drive 
  
Friday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Saturday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Sunday, September 12, 2021 

9:00 am – Youth Sunday School on the playground 
10:00 am – In-person Worship in the sanctuary and online at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 

  11:15 am –Town Hall discussion re: Program Staff Development Proposal 
  4:00 pm – Service of Lament and Healing 
  7:00 pm – Confirmation class (9th grade only) 
 
 
Sunday Worship Texts 
Sunday, September 5: Isaiah 35:4-7a; James 2:1-10 [11-13], 14-17; Mark 7:24-37 
Sunday, September 12: Isaiah 50:4-9a; James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38 
 
 
The Holy Trinity Staff: 
Pastor:  Steve Wachtman (steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org )  
Seminary Graduate:  Sara Wunsch (sara.wunsch@engagedbygrace.org ) 
Preschool:  Nancy VanFossen (nancy.vanfossen@engagedbygrace.org)   
Administrator:  Laura Hudson (laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org )  
Minister of Music:  Joshua Brodbeck (joshua.brodbeck@engagedbygrace.org)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For mobile giving options, scan code below with your phone’s camera or go to http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212    614-486-9433 phone/fax 
       email@engagedbygrace.org  


