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I have found my servant David; 
    with my holy oil I have anointed him; 
my hand shall always remain with him; 
    my arm also shall strengthen him. 
The enemy shall not outwit him, 
    the wicked shall not humble him. 
I will crush his foes before him 
    and strike down those who hate him. 
My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him; 
    and in my name his horn shall be exalted. 
I will set his hand on the sea 
    and his right hand on the rivers. 
He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, 
    my God, and the Rock of my salvation!’ 
I will make him the firstborn, 
    the highest of the kings of the earth. 
Forever I will keep my steadfast love for him, 
    and my covenant with him will stand firm. 
I will establish his line forever, 
    and his throne as long as the heavens endure. 
If his children forsake my law 
    and do not walk according to my ordinances, 
if they violate my statutes 
    and do not keep my commandments, 
then I will punish their transgression with the rod 
    and their iniquity with scourges; 
but I will not remove from him my steadfast love, 
    or be false to my faithfulness. 
I will not violate my covenant, 
    or alter the word that went forth from my lips. 
Once and for all I have sworn by my holiness; 
    I will not lie to David. 
His line shall continue forever, 
    and his throne endure before me like the sun. 
It shall be established forever like the moon, 
    an enduring witness in the skies.”  (Psalm 89:20-37) 



Keeping the Promise 

Friends, this psalm recounts the promise that God made in King David. 
And notice throughout, who is on the line for the promise. 

If David’s children forsake the law and do not walk in God’s ordinances  
If they violate God’s laws and do not keep God’s commandments  
God will punish them, 
But God will not remove my steadfast love. 

God will not lie to David, 
God’s line shall continue forever, 
    and God’s throne endure before me like the sun. 
It shall be established forever like the moon, 
    an enduring witness in the skies. 

Sure enough within history, David’s progeny fell short of their calling before the Lord 
As does King David himself, 
Given his adultery with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband as part of the coverup … 
Fell short if his calling before the Lord. 

And yet God keeps God’s promise … in Jesus. 
Jesus is the David that David and his progeny were called to be: 
Honest, just, merciful, upright, loving  
In every circumstance. 

Given Jesus fate on the cross for the sake of his faithfulness, 
Perhaps we get a clearer understanding 
How and why so many before him in David’s line 
Failed to toe the line of faithfulness themselves. 

Yet Jesus did. 
And his resurrection from the dead 
Serves as vindication and validation of God’s promise: 
I love you … always 
In good time and bad times 
In life and death … and life again. 

Friends, cling to the promise of God 
And God’s steadfast love for us. 
Even amid the challenging, confusing, uncertain times in which we live, 
God had kept God’s promise. 
Ours is the freedom to live in that truth. Amen.


