
 

 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SUNDAYS AFTER PENTECOST 

July 25, 2021 
 

Special thanks to our Richard Boettcher who, for pandemic safety, will sing the hymns for us today  
while vaccinations are not yet available to all who want to be vaccinated. 

 

PRELUDE  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again 
to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 
OPENING HYMN                                                   All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly                             Hymn 461 
                                                                                 Sung by hymn leader 
 

All who hunger gather gladly; holy manna is our bread. 
Come from wilderness and wand'ring. Here in truth we will be fed. 
You that yearn for days of fullness, all around us is our food. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good. 
 
All who hunger, never strangers; seeker, be a welcome guest. 
Come from restlessness and roaming. Here in joy we keep the feast. 
We that once were lost and scattered in communion's love have stood. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good. 
 

All who hunger, sing together, Jesus Christ is living bread. 
Come from loneliness and longing. Here in peace we have been fed. 
Blest are those who from this table live their days in gratitude. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good. 

 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 

 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Let us pray:  
Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for your word and a 
hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread of heaven and share this 
bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
FIRST LESSON                                                 2 Kings 4:42-44 
 

42A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to [Elisha,] the man of God: 
twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let them 
eat.” 43But his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the 
people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD, ‘They shall eat and have some left.’ ” 44He set it before 
them, they ate, and had some left, according to the word of the LORD. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL                                               John 6:1-21 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 6th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2A large crowd kept 
following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain 
and sat down there with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5When he 
looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread 
for these people to eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7Philip 
answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One of 
his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a boy here who has five barley 
loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” 10Jesus said, “Make the people sit 
down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. 
11Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were 
seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather 
up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13So they gathered them up, and from the 
fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14When the 
people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into 
the world.” 
  15When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he 
withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 
  16When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17got into a boat, and started across the sea 
to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18The sea became rough because a 
strong wind was blowing. 19When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on 
the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. 20But he said to them, “It is I; do not be 
afraid.” 21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward 
which they were going. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

GOSPEL RESPONSE  Sung by hymn leader 
 

I received the living God, and my heart is full of joy. 
I received the living God, and my heart is full of joy. 
Jesus said: I am the bread, kneaded long to give you life; 
you who will partake of me need not ever fear to die.   



 

 

PREACHING LESSON                                                  Ephesians 3 
 

1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles — 2for surely 
you have already heard of the commission of God's grace that was given me for you, 3and how the 
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which will 
enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this mystery 
was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the 
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that was given me by the 
working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring 
to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of 
the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of 
God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 
11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in 
whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 13I pray therefore that 
you may not lose heart over my sufferings for you; they are your glory. 
14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in heaven and on earth 
takes its name. 16I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, 17and that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. 18I pray that you may have the power to 
comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
20Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we 
can ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON                                                                     
                                                                           
HYMN OF THE DAY                                               I Am the Bread of Life                                          Hymn 485 
                                                                                          Sung by hymn leader 
 

"I am the Bread of life. You who come to me shall not hunger, 
and who believe in me shall not thirst. No one can come to me unless the Father beckons." 
 
Refrain 
"And I will raise you up, and I will raise you up, and I will raise you up on the last day." 
 
"The bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world, 
and if you eat of this bread, you shall live forever, you shall live forever." Refrain 
 
"Unless you eat of the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink of his blood, and drink of his blood, you shall not have life within you." Refrain 
 
"I am the resurrection, I am the life. 
If you believe in me, even though you die, you shall live forever." Refrain 
 
Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, 
the Son of God, who have come into the world. Refrain 

 



 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 
to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS        
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     Response: hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERING              Collected at the door or www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 
  

LITURGY OF THE MEAL 
  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.    We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, … be all honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION  
 

BLESSING    
 

CLOSING HYMN                                                Sent Forth by God's Blessing                                       Hymn 547 
                                                                                          Sung by hymn leader 

 

Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith confessing, the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
The supper is ended. Oh, now be extended the fruits of this service in all who believe. 
The seed of Christ's teaching, receptive souls reaching, shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
Your grace shall incite us, your love shall unite us to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 
 
With praise and thanksgiving to God ever-living, the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 
our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, embracing God's children, the whole human race. 
With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us; unite us as one in this life that we share. 
Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 

 
BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news.   Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE       
 

Chancel flowers are given by Barbara Keller to the Glory of God and in memory of her beloved father.    
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