
 

 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SUNDAYS AFTER PENTECOST 

July 18, 2021 
 

Special thanks to our Keith Townsend who, for pandemic safety, will sing the hymns for us today  
while vaccinations are not yet available to all who want to be vaccinated. 

 

PRELUDE  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again 
to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 
OPENING HYMN                                                            Gather Us In                                               Hymn 532 
                                                                                 Sung by hymn leader 
 

Here in this place the new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished away; 
see in this space our fears and our dreamings brought here to you in the light of this day. 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
call to us now, and we shall awaken, we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, we are the old who yearn for your face; 
we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, called to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, give us the courage to enter the song. 
 
Here we will take the wine and the water, here we will take the bread of new birth, 
here you shall call your sons and your daughters, call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion, give us to eat the bread that is you; 
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 
Not in the dark of buildings confining, not in some heaven, light years away-- 
but here in this place the new light is shining, now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
Gather us in and hold us forever, gather us in and make us your own; 
gather us in, all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 

 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Let us pray:  
O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and protecting us. 
Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
FIRST LESSON                                                      2 Samuel 7:1-14a 
 

1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies 
around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark 
of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with 
you.” 
  4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: Thus 
says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I 
brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 
tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with 
any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have 
you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says 
the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people 
Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; 
and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a 
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed 
no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges 
over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you 
that the LORD will make you a house. 12When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your 
ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will 
establish his kingdom. 13He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever. 14aI will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 23 
 

1The LORD| is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

 
GOSPEL                                               Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 6th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

30The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. 31He said to them, 
“Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, 
and they had no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. 
33Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and 
arrived ahead of them. 34As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, 
because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. 



 

 

  53When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. 54When they 
got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 55and rushed about that whole region and began to 
bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he went, into villages or cities or 
farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his 
cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

GOSPEL RESPONSE  Sung by hymn leader 
 

Savior, like a shepherd lead us; much we need your tender care. In your pleasant pastures feed us, for our 
use your fold prepare. Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us; we are yours. Blessed Jesus, 
blessed Jesus, you have bought us; we are yours. 

 

PREACHING LESSON                                                  Ephesians 2:11-22 
 

11Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those who are called 
“the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands—12remember that you 
were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the 
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who 
once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he is our peace; in his flesh he has 
made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15He 
has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new 
humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 16and might reconcile both groups to God in one body 
through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17So he came and proclaimed peace to 
you who were far off and peace to those who were near; 18for through him both of us have access in one 
Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints 
and also members of the household of God, 20built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21In him the whole structure is joined together and grows 
into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for 
God. 

 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON                                                                     
                                                                           
HYMN OF THE DAY                                          Blest Be the Tie That Binds                                         Hymn 656 
                                                                                          Sung by hymn leader 
 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
the unity of heart and mind is like to that above. 
 

Before our Father's throne we pour our ardent prayers; 
our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share our mutual woes, our mutual burdens bear, 
and often for each other flows the sympathizing tear. 
 

From sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free; 
and perfect love and friendship reign through all eternity. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 
to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS        



 

 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     Response: hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERING              Collected at the door or www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 
  

LITURGY OF THE MEAL 
  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.    We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, … be all honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION  
 

BLESSING    
 

CLOSING HYMN                                               The Church's One Foundation                                      Hymn 654 
                                                                                          Sung by hymn leader 

 

The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
she is his new creation by water and the word. 
From heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride; 
with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 
 
Elect from ev'ry nation, yet one o'er all the earth, 
her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth: 
one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 
and to one hope she presses, with ev'ry grace endued. 
 
Through toil and tribulation and tumult of her war, 
she waits the consummation of peace forevermore; 
till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest, 
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 
 
Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One, 
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won. 
Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! Lord, save us by your grace, 
that we, like saints before us, may see you face to face. 

 

BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news.   Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE       
 

Chancel flowers are given by Donna Marie & Pastor Wes Jones in celebration and thanks to our Lord and many 
loving supporters for 55 years of marriage.  
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