
 

 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SUNDAYS AFTER PENTECOST 

July 11, 2021 
 

Special thanks to our Keith Townsend who, for pandemic safety, will sing the hymns for us today  
while vaccinations are not yet available to all who want to be vaccinated. 

 

PRELUDE  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again 
to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 
OPENING HYMN                                                        Earth and All Stars!                                         Hymn 731 
                                                                                 Sung by hymn leader 
 

Earth and all stars! Loud rushing planets! Sing to the Lord a new song! 
Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blowing snowstorm! Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 
 

Refrain- God has done marvelous things. I too sing praises with a new song! 
 

Trumpet and pipes! Loud clashing cymbals! Sing to the Lord a new song! 
Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud humming cellos! Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 
 

Engines and steel! Loud pounding hammers! Sing to the Lord a new song! 
Limestone and beams! Loud building workers! Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 
 

Knowledge and truth! Loud sounding wisdom! Sing to the Lord a new song! 
Daughter and son! Loud praying members! Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Let us pray:  
O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. Give to us, your servants, 
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and 
also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 



 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                      Amos 7:7-15  
 

7This is what the Lord GOD showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with 
a plumb line in his hand. 8And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb 
line.” Then the Lord said, “See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; I will never 
again pass them by; 9the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be 
laid waste, and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”  10Then Amaziah, the priest of 
Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the very center of 
the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. 11For thus Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall 
die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.’ ”12And Amaziah said to Amos, 
“O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there; 13but never again 
prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” 14Then Amos 
answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of 
sycamore trees, 15and the LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, 
prophesy to my people Israel.’ ” 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 85:8-13 
 

 8I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
 9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell in our land.  
 10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
 11Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 12The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 
  and our land will yield its increase. 
 13Righteousness shall go before the LORD 
  and shall prepare for God a pathway.  
 

GOSPEL                                               Mark 6:14-29 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 6th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

14King Herod heard of the disciples’ preaching, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, 
“John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” 
15But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16But 
when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 
  17For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account 
of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. 18For John had been telling 
Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19And Herodias had a grudge against him, 
and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and 
holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen 
to him. 21But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and 
officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased 
Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 
23And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 24She 
went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.” 
25Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of 
John the Baptist on a platter.” 26The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the 
guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to 
bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 28brought his head on a platter, and gave it 
to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29When his disciples heard about it, they came and took 
his body, and laid it in a tomb. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 



 

 

 
GOSPEL RESPONSE  Sung by hymn leader 
 

Faith of our fathers, living still in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword. Oh, how our hearts beat high with 
joy whene'er we hear that glorious word. Faith of our fathers, holy faith, we will be true to thee till death. 

 

PREACHING LESSON                                                       Ephesians 1 
 

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 
To the saints who are in Ephesus and are faithful in Christ Jesus: 
2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
       3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world 
to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus 
Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he 
has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in 
Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on 
earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of 
him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set 
our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the 
promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God's own people, to 
the praise of his glory. 
       15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 16I 
do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know 
him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great 
power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above 
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things 
under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness 
of him who fills all in all. 

 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON                                                                     
                                                                           
HYMN OF THE DAY                                    O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!                              Hymn 308 
                                                                                          Sung by hymn leader 
 

Come, precious diamond, light divine, and deep within our hearts now shine; there light a flame undying! 
In your one body let us be as living branches of a tree, your life our lives supplying. 
Now, though daily earth's deep sadness may perplex us and distress us, yet with heav'nly joy you bless us. 
 
Lord, when you look on us in love, at once there falls from God above a ray of purest pleasure. 
Your word and Spirit, flesh and blood refresh our souls with heav'nly food. You are our dearest treasure! 
Let your mercy warm and cheer us! Oh, draw near us! For you teach us God's own love through you has 
reached us. 
 
Almighty Father, in your Son you loved us, when not yet begun was this old earth's foundation! 
Your Son has ransomed us in love to live in him here and above: this is your great salvation. 
Alleluia! Christ the living, to us giving life forever, keeps us yours and fails us never! 
 
 



 

 

Oh, let the harps break forth in sound! Our joy be all with music crowned, our voices gaily blending! 
For Christ goes with us all the way-- today, tomorrow, ev'ry day! His love is never ending! 
Sing out! Ring out! Jubilation! Exultation! Tell the story! Praise to Christ, who reigns in glory! 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 
to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS        
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     Response: hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERING              Collected at the door or www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 
  

LITURGY OF THE MEAL 
  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.    We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, … be all honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION  
 

BLESSING    
 

CLOSING HYMN                                                  Lead On, O King Eternal!                                       Hymn 805 
                                                                                          Sung by hymn leader 

 

Lead on, O King eternal, till sin's fierce war shall cease, 
and holiness shall whisper the sweet amen of peace; 
for not with swords loud clashing, nor roll of stirring drums, 
but deeds of love and mercy the heav'nly kingdom comes. 
 

Lead on, O King eternal: we follow, not with fears, 
for gladness breaks like morning where'er your face appears. 
Your cross is lifted o'er us; we journey in its light; 
the crown awaits the conquest; lead on, O God of might! 

 

BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news.   Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE       
 

Chancel flowers are given by Nancy Riley in memory of David Riley and his many years of service to the church. 
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