
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	June	27	–	July	4,	2021	

	

 
 
Our Sunday Schedule  
  8:00 am – First English Breakfast Ministry 
  9:30 am – In-Person Worship with Communion and Remote, Live-Streamed Worship 
   
New Ministry Opportunities  
4th of July Worship and Hospitality 
In case you aren’t aware, Independence Day falls on Sunday this year.  The city of Upper Arlington will 
be closing Northwest Blvd. as well as several connecting streets, in preparation for their annual 4th of July 
celebration and parade that kicks off at 9:00 am that day.  Before and during the parade, Holy Trinity has 
traditionally extended hospitality to the UA community by offering parking and restroom availability.  As 
such, it will be nearly impossible for us to conduct worship at our usual day and time.   
 

As we’ve learned so well during the COVID-19 pandemic, it’s time for us to pivot.  Holy Trinity will 
offer in-person and live-streamed worship on Wednesday, June 30 at 7:00 pm using scriptures, hymns, 
and themes appointed for Sunday, July 4.  The recording will also be available online immediately 
following the service for viewing on Sunday morning or whenever your schedule allows.  We give thanks 
for the technology, expertise and flexibility that allows us to worship in-person and remotely. 
 
What Does the Bible Say about Race?  (part 2) 
Since the Racial Justice Ministry Team formed about a year ago, several people have asked, “What does 
the Bible say about Race?”  Last month, Pastor Steve shared some of the historical, scientific, and 
sociological background surrounding the topic of race in the world and specifically in the United States.  
He illustrated how some people lift particular Bible passages or verses out of context to try to support 
certain viewpoints.  He also provided some insight as to how the Bible itself can help shed a theological 
light on our study, interpretation, and reflection.  To read Pastor Steve’s article, please click 
http://www.engagedbygrace.org/what-does-the-bible-say-about-race/ 
 
Now (Vicar) Sara shares her response to the question, “What does the Bible say about Race?” 
 

The Middle East is known for being able to hold paradox well.  While Western thought (which would be 
characteristic of Americans and Europeans, as two examples), is often linear: ”if… then….”  Middle Eastern 
thought is often able to hold what appears to be two conflicting thoughts simultaneously.  This is why the 
Bible can often seem confusing, and it can often seem like it’s being hypocritical or conflicting, by holding 
two thoughts in tension simultaneously, which seem divergent and maybe even contrary to one another. 
 

So, what does the Bible say about race?  Not much and a lot simultaneously. 
 

Not much in the sense that people aren’t generally referenced in the Bible as being black skinned, brown 
skinned, white in color, or any other physical shade or color of people.  



 

Yet, it IS spoken about and often referenced in the Bible. 
 

Maybe backtracking for a moment for a definition of race would be helpful.   Here are multiple definitions, all 
from Merriam-Webster:   
 

• “Any one of the groups that humans are often divided into based on physical traits regarded as 
common among people of shared ancestry.”     

 

• “A group of people sharing a common cultural, geographic, linguistic, or religious origin or 
background.” 

 

• “The descendents of a common ancestor:  a group sharing a common lineage.” 
 

• “A group of living things considered as a category.” 
 

• “A group within a species that is distinguishable from others of the same species.” 
 

• “A group of people sharing some habit or characteristic (such as profession or belief)”  
 

So, being Jewish, classifies as a race.  It’s also often thought of as a religion, ethnicity and culture. But, being 
Jewish IS also considered a race, by our official definitions.  This is why Hitler was able to rally support for 
the white race and against the Jewish race during the Holocaust.  (Not that I am supportive of that decision, 
but adamantly opposed to it).  This is why, my best friend who is Jewish, sees being Jewish as racial, as well 
as religious, as well as cultural, ethnic, as well as also a nationality. 
 

The Bible talks about people being Jewish all the time.  The Bible also speaks of Gentiles.  Syrophoenicians. 
Samaritans.  Ethiopians.  I could go on and on. 
 

But, I think the point is, WHY does the Bible reference these different racial groups?  Because it’s often 
relevant to the story.  Often those listed as these different races, experience some sort of marginalization or 
oppression, due to that often visible distinction.   
 

For example, the Jewish people were often oppressed by the Romans and during the time period of Jesus’ 
ministry, there are multiple examples of that, which you probably already know.  
 

Next, think of how Samaritans were viewed.  They were certainly marginalized because they were Israelites 
who had intermarried with foreigners.  We might consider the similarities between Samaritans and current 
day biracial, sometimes referenced as “mixed,” people.  In Biblical times, there was hatred between 
Samaritans and Jewish people, which is one reason why the story of the Good Samaritan is so impactful, 
because it is not only a story of compassion, it is a story of overcoming bigotry (Luke 10:29-37).  Think of the 
woman at the well- who is also a Samaritan.  Part of the striking interaction in this story is the fact that Jesus 
engages with her at all, even is willing to share items with her, not only because she’s a woman, but because 
she’s a Samaritan (John 4:1-42).    
 

Consider the Syrophoenician woman who begs Jesus to cast the demon out of her daughter.  She’s referenced 
as a “dog” and when she verbally affirms her worth in spite of this, Jesus immediately heals her daughter.  I 
think that’s what He was waiting to hear (Mark 7:24-30).   
 

I think the most important take-away for us, is how did JESUS respond?  Jesus always stood alongside the 
marginalized and the oppressed.  Jesus really engaged with them, talked to them, healed them.  It wasn’t lip 
service and it wasn’t done from the perimeter.  Jesus came to be born in this world, as one of a race which 
was marginalized and oppressed.  Jesus did not come as one who was accepted or in power because of His 
race.  If so, Jesus could have come to earth as a white, Roman citizen.  However, that’s not what God chose to 
do.   
 

It gives us much to think about and consider as we ponder what the Bible says about race and how to live as 
Jesus did…   
 

Peace,  
Sara   
 
 



Thank You 
To the Holy Trinity Family, 
Thank you very much for your expression of sympathy for the passing of my mother, Betty Eberle.  The 
service was lovely.  The bell choir was an especially nice tribute to her.  Sincerely, Jim & Linda Bingham 
 
Service of Lament and Healing 
Holy Trinity’s next Service of Lament and Healing will occur on Saturday, July 3 at 2:00 pm.  
Gathering around the font that forms us into the community of Christ, we will have opportunity to raise 
and bear together with God burdens of: 

• Physical and Emotional Distress 
• Strained Relationships 
• Social Justice Concerns 
• Local, National and Global Affairs 
• Ecological Apathy and Abuse 
• Spiritual Struggles 

We gather to lay all our concerns before the Lord, trusting that the Lord will be at work through us to 
address those concerns for the well being of all.  We look forward to sharing this worship experience with 
all who are interested.  Please invite any other friends and neighbors who might like to join us too.  Please 
see Pastor Steve, Vicar Sara or Josh Brodbeck with any questions. 

Stewardship Corner 
When we give faithfully and generously, we demonstrate God’s redeeming grace that is alive and well 
within us.  Because of God’s grace, we are empowered to give.  Our giving is a spiritual response to God 
out of gratitude for all the God has done for us.  Giving in response to God’s love should be our primary 
motive for giving.  Giving to meet our church’s budget is important, but it should not be our primary 
reason for giving.  Through the giving of our first and best to the Lord, we worship and honor God. 
For more information about stewardship, contact Max Buban at 771-8594 or maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net. 
 
News of Invite Ministries  
New Prayer Concerns: 
Dr. David Caldwell 
MJ Neiman, recovering from a wrist injury and anticipating hip surgery on June 30 
Karen Stone, daughter of Genie Craven, recovering from hip surgery this week 
Doris Edwards, friend of Barbara Keller, recovering from wrist surgery and open-heart surgery 
 

Prayers for Our Members: 
Gail Svendsen, hospitalized with infections and anticipating a heart ablation 
Alice Larrimer, undergoing treatment for her back 
Liz Roth, recovering from hand surgery  
Diane Whalen, recovering from pneumonia 
 

Prayers for Our Family and Friends: 
Phillip Jones, brother of Janet Benedick, undergoing treatment for bladder cancer 
Igor Oreshin, brother-in-law of Josh Brodbeck and brother of Katya, hospitalized with medical issues 
Theresa Cochran, mother of AC Cochran, who fell and broke her hip 
Nancy Case, friend of Sue Eubanks, being treated for cancer 
Tim Curry, brother of Bev Farrell and brother-in-law of JoAnn Curry, struggling with Parkinson’s  
Janet Hammerschmidt, mother of Jennifer Houser, recovering from COVID  
Brigitte Zellner, friend of Barbara Keller, hospitalized with complications from COVID 
Madonna Sinks, aunt of Mandy Richards, battling COVID 
Susan Setterlin’s mother, dealing with various medical issues 
Jim Wadley, uncle of Vicar Sara, nearing the end of life 



Holy Trinity Hymn Sing - Thursday, July 15, 7:00 pm 
Since group singing has been deemed relatively safe for those who are fully vaccinated, Holy Trinity will 
host a Hymn Sing in the sanctuary at 7:00 pm on Thursday, July 15.  Everyone is invited to attend. 
 
Pandemic Protocols and Singing in Worship UPDATE 
Special thanks to our hymn leaders who, for pandemic safety, have sung and will continue to sing the 
hymns for us during worship while vaccinations are not yet available to all who want to be vaccinated.  
With input from staff and the Parish Health Team, Church Council has modified Holy Trinity’s pandemic 
safety protocols as follows:  

• For those who are fully vaccinated, face coverings are optional. 
• For those who are unvaccinated, face coverings are expected. 
• Foot traffic patterns within the building have been lifted. 
• Safe-distance seating and stationary communion will continue to be offered to accommodate any 

who are unvaccinated. 
• Hymn leaders will continue to sing the hymns from the front vestibule.  
• The building is open again for community groups to use under this guidance. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation and patience as we continue to manage pandemic events with the health 
and safety of the whole congregation in mind.  The love of Christ is clearly evident in your love for one 
another and the surrounding community. 
 
News of Embrace Ministries 
Women of the ELCA News 
Holy Trinity’s WELCA circles look forward to resuming in-person meetings starting in the Fall. 
Each circle chairperson or program chair is encouraged to set up meeting schedules and programs for the 
coming year, September 2021 through May 2022.  Please submit this information along with any changes 
in contact information to the church office or to Karen Larson at karenjlarson@yahoo.com by July 15.  
 

Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for June 27 – July 4, 2021 
 
Sunday, June 27, 2021  
  8:00 am – First English Breakfast Ministry 
  9:30 am - In-Person Worship in the sanctuary and at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
   

Monday  7:00 pm – BSA Troop 555 Court of Honor 
   

Tuesday  No Events Scheduled 
 

Wednesday 10:15 am – Preacher’s Bible Study 
  7:00 pm - In-Person Worship in the sanctuary and at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
     

Thursday   No Events Scheduled 
  

Friday  No Events Scheduled 
 

Saturday  2:00 pm – Service of Lament and Healing (In-person only) 
 

Sunday, July 4, 2021  
  8:30 am – Fourth of July Hospitality  
  9:30 am – Remote Worship at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
  11:15 am – Organ Concert featuring Josh Brodbeck playing patriotic favorites 
 
Sunday Worship Texts 
Sunday, June 27 Worship Text:  Lamentations 3:22-33; 2 Corinthians 8:7-15; Mark 5:21-43 
Sunday, July 4 (in-person Wednesday, June 30) Worship Text:  Ezekiel 2:1-5; 2 Corinthians 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13 
 

For mobile giving options, scan code below with your phone’s camera or go to http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212    614-486-9433 phone/fax 
       email@engagedbygrace.org  


