
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	June	13	-	21,	2021	

	

 
 
Our Sunday Schedule  
  9:30 am – In-Person Worship with Communion and Remote, Live-Streamed Worship 
   
New Ministry Opportunities  
Women of the ELCA News 
Holy Trinity’s WELCA circles look forward to resuming in-person meetings starting in the Fall. 
Each circle chairperson or program chair is encouraged to set up meeting schedules and programs for the 
coming year, September 2021 through May 2022.  Please submit this information along with any changes 
in contact information to the church office or to Karen Larson at karenjlarson@yahoo.com by Thursday, 
July 15.  Thank you! 
 
Your Attention Please 
We interrupt our regularly scheduled series: “What Does the Bible have to Say about Race?” for a word 
from Racial Justice Team Member, Fred Burton… as a commercial break…  
 

Like many folks in our congregation, we enjoy traveling.  It’s a blessing to have the resources of time and 
money to do so. 
 

Chris and I recently took a vacation trip to Nashville.  We had been there before and did the usual things: 
listen to music, walk down Broadway - the heart of the entertainment district lined with stores selling 
boots and housing various small music venues.  Nashville also has some great hiking in the surrounding 
area too.   
 

However, this trip was different.  We had just finished a new and delightfully unusual book called: US 
Civil Rights Trail: A Traveler’s Guide to the People, Places, and Events That Made the Movement by 
Deborah Douglas.  It shines a brief historical spotlight on various cities such as Memphis, Montgomery, 
Selma, Charleston, Raleigh, Washington DC, etc.  And Nashville of course.  The book is also a travel 
guide as it features off-the-beaten-path recommendations of black-owned businesses (e.g. places to eat), 
neighborhoods, historical markers and walks regarding the very interesting struggle for racial justice.  It 
even suggests places to stay as well.     
 

As for travel, in my opinion, using this guide made for a richer trip.  Prior to reading the book, it just 
wouldn’t have been on my radar to explore the black history of Nashville (or for that matter, most other 
cities either).  For example, the Nashville Public Library has a Civil Rights room filled with photographs, 
video footage, books, and timelines of various racial justice moments and movements in our country.   
Later, using a self-guided audio tour we walked throughout the city to learn more about the sit-in 
movement at lunch counters like the iconic one at Woolworths.   
 



But I have to say the most powerful (and incredibly fun) part was talking with people and collecting 
stories.  
 

For example, talking with the owner of the Ooh-Wee BBQ (see photo) in Nashville, I learned he had been 
in prison and had  “ served his time” (although, in reality, his prison term continued on the outside in that 
he really couldn’t find anyone to hire him because of his record … for more on that topic I’d suggest 
reading Halfway Home: Race, Punishment, and the Afterlife of Mass Incarceration).  But back to the 
Ooh-Wee BBQ… 
 

I learned that once the owner was released “free”, he saw a piece of property that was just a very small 
patch of dirt and weeds and decided to save up and buy it.  He did.  Then he saved up some more and got 
some smokers.  He said it saved his life.  Now he is quite happy being his own boss.  Drive up one side of 
the shack to order and pay and drive around to the other side to get your ribs (and fried pies :). His place 
is not far at all from Fisk University, a historically black college which itself has quite a history.   
 

One shocker did occur, however, after our conversation.  We left and immediately pulled into a mini-mart 
gas station located in the same black neighborhood.  After all, I needed some milk to go with those warm 
fried pies we had purchased.  I was standing in line to buy my milk.  All the black customers ahead of me 
got taken care of, but when I stepped up, the cashier using a stern voice that matched his frown, looked 
me in the eye and said: “I’m sorry, but we don’t serve your kind here.”  With a half-smile on my face, I 
said: “OK, well, gee, tell me more about that.”   
 

He said, because of who you are and what you represent…He was staring at my OSU T-shirt and with a 
big smile said:  ”I’m from Michigan and you’re an Ohio State fan.  He pointed to the wall where an Eddie 
George Tennessee Titans signed jersey was framed.  We had a good laugh and I assured him that one day,  
OSU was going to let Michigan win. 
 

Please feel free to join in the vacation fun with racial justice.   You can answer the question:   
 “I used to think, but now I think…   
 Looking back at your experience, how has your thinking about race and relationships changed?” 
 

You can note your experience on the Where in the World trifold map or write a newsletter article sharing 
your experience and send it to Laura at laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org.  Have fun with it! 
 



Stewardship Corner 
God calls us, as stewards of God’s gifts, to give what we have.  The Lord doesn’t ask us to give what we 
don’t have. “For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not 
according to what he does not have” (2 Corinthians 8:12).  Satan will make every effort to tell us that we 
don’t have anything to give or that what we could give would be so small it would be meaningless.  With 
God’s strength, we can give faithfully from a small or large amount of money. God is just as pleased with 
those who give generously from a small sum of money as those who give generously from a large sum. 
For more info about stewardship, contact Max Buban at 614-771-8594 or maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net. 
 
News of Invite Ministries  
New Prayer Concerns: 
Gail Svendsen, hospitalized with infections and anticipating a heart ablation 
Susan Setterlin’s mother, dealing with various medical issues 
 

Removed from the Prayer List: 
Ron Benedick, recovered from knee surgery 
Deb Markowich Byrum, daughter of Marge and Dave Markowich, recovered from breast cancer surgery 
 

Prayers for Our Members: 
Alice Larrimer, undergoing treatment for her back 
Liz Roth, recovering from hand surgery  
Diane Whalen, recovering from pneumonia 
 

Prayers for Our Family and Friends: 
Phillip Jones, brother of Janet Benedick, undergoing treatment for bladder cancer 
Igor Oreshin, brother-in-law of Josh Brodbeck and brother of Katya, hospitalized with medical issues 
Theresa Cochran, mother of AC Cochran, who fell and broke her hip 
Nancy Case, friend of Sue Eubanks, being treated for cancer 
Tim Curry, brother of Bev Farrell and brother-in-law of JoAnn Curry, struggling with Parkinson’s  
Janet Hammerschmidt, mother of Jennifer Houser, recovering from COVID  
Brigitte Zellner, friend of Barbara Keller, hospitalized with complications from COVID 
Madonna Sinks, aunt of Mandy Richards, battling COVID 
Jim Wadley, uncle of Vicar Sara, nearing the end of life 
 
News of Embrace Ministries 
Update on Pandemic Protocols and Singing in Worship 
While COVID-19 vaccinations are increasing but not yet available for everyone in the community, 
medical and government authorities recently made recommendations to their previous pandemic 
protocols.  In light of that guidance with input from staff and the Parish Health Team, Church Council 
modified Holy Trinity’s pandemic safety protocols as follows:  

• For those who are fully vaccinated, face coverings are optional. 
• For those who are unvaccinated, face coverings are expected. 
• Safe-distance seating, stationary communion, and traffic patterns are maintained to accommodate 

any who are unvaccinated. 
• Since singing is still not advised for unvaccinated people, hymn leaders will continue to sing the 

hymns from the front vestibule. Church Council is currently discerning a faithful path to 
reintroduce congregational singing in worship for the benefits it offers to our praise of God and 
spiritual well-being.  As that plan comes together over the next several weeks, it will be 
announced at least 7 days before going into effect to help everyone understand what to expect. 

• The building is open again for community groups to use under this guidance. 
• Signage around the church has been modified to reflect the changes.  

 

Thank you again for your cooperation and patience as we continue to manage pandemic events with the 
health and safety of the whole congregation in mind.  The love of Christ is clearly evident in your love for 
one another and the surrounding community. 



News of Empower Ministries 
Racial Justice Events Calendar 
We invite members of Holy Trinity to consider participating in the following events as a way to learn more 
about the joys and challenges of the minority community here in Columbus and elsewhere. Each month we 
will list additional opportunities to learn and connect with the broader community. And if you feel moved to 
report/reflect on your experience, we welcome a short article for a future Engaged by Grace newsletter. 
 

Thursday June 17th, 7:30 PM – Service of Remembrance and Lament 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church is holding a service of remembrance and lament for the Emanuel Nine who 
were murdered while attending Bible study on June 17th, 2015.  For those of you who may not remember the 
details, the shooter Dylan Roof, grew up in the ELCA.  Two of the pastors killed, Rev. Clementa Pinckney 
and Rev. Daniel Simmons, were graduates from Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary, one of the ELCA’s 
seven seminaries.   
 

You are invited to attend the service at Lord of Life (2480 W Dublin-Granville Rd, Columbus, 43235) or via 
Facebook/YouTube on Thursday, June 17th at 7:30 pm.  If anyone wants to carpool, Sara Wunsch will 
meet people at Holy Trinity at 7pm to go together.  A free-will offering will be collected to support students 
of color at Trinity Lutheran Seminary.  The event is ponsored by the Lord of Life Equity and Justice Group. 
 

Saturday June 19th, 1 – 6 PM Juneteenth Celebration 
The Black Liberation Movement of Central Ohio is excited to host the Juneteenth Jubilee this summer! 
2021 is the first year that Juneteenth will be a recognized holiday in Ohio. To mark the occasion, the Black 
Liberation Movement is hosting an exquisite festival to celebrate Black culture, accomplishments, and joy. 
The festival will be held at Goodale Park, 120 W. Goodale Street, Columbus, OH from 1-6pm on Saturday, 
June 19.  Come out and experience amazing food, local vendors, music, performances, and more. 
 

Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for June 13 - 20, 2021 
 
Sunday, June 13, 2021  
  9:30 am - In-Person Worship in the sanctuary and at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
  2:00 pm – Betty Eberle Funeral 
   
Monday  No Events Scheduled 
   
Tuesday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Wednesday 10:15 am – Preacher’s Bible Study 
     
Thursday   No Events Scheduled 
  
Friday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Saturday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Sunday, June 20, 2021  
  9:30 am - In-Person Worship in the sanctuary and at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
 
Sunday Worship Texts 
Sunday, June 13 Worship Text:  Ezekiel 17:22-24; 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17; Mark 4:26-34 
Sunday, June 20 Worship Text:  Job 38:1-11; 2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41 
 
The Holy Trinity Staff: 
Pastor:  Steve Wachtman (steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org )  
Vicar:  Sara Wunsch (sara.wunsch@engagedbygrace.org ) 
Preschool:  Nancy VanFossen (nancy.vanfossen@engagedbygrace.org)   
Administrator:  Laura Hudson (laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org )  
Minister of Music:  Joshua Brodbeck (joshua.brodbeck@engagedbygrace.org)  

 
For mobile giving options, scan code below with your phone’s camera or go to http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212    614-486-9433 phone/fax 
       email@engagedbygrace.org  


