
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	June	6	-	13,	2021	

	

 
 
Our Sunday Schedule  
  9:30 am – In-Person Worship with Communion and Remote, Live-Streamed Worship 
  4:00 pm – Concerts at Holy Trinity Patron Concert 
   
New Ministry Opportunities  
Update on Pandemic Protocols and Singing in Worship 
While COVID-19 vaccinations are increasing but not yet available for everyone in the community, 
medical and government authorities recently made recommendations to their previous pandemic 
protocols.  Now, vaccinated people only need to mask and safe distance in nursing homes, hospitals and 
mass transit locations while all safety protocols remain in place for those who are unvaccinated due to 
age, medical condition or choice.  In light of that guidance with input from staff and the Parish Health 
Team, Church Council modified Holy Trinity’s pandemic safety protocols as follows:  

• For those who are fully vaccinated, face coverings are optional. 
• For those who are unvaccinated, face coverings are expected. 
• Safe-distance seating, stationary communion, and traffic patterns are maintained to accommodate 

any who are unvaccinated. 
• Since singing is still not advised for unvaccinated people, hymn leaders will continue to sing the 

hymns from the front vestibule. Church Council is currently discerning a faithful path to 
reintroduce congregational singing in worship for the benefits it offers to our praise of God and 
spiritual well-being.  As that plan comes together over the next several weeks, it will be 
announced at least 7 days before going into effect to help everyone understand what to expect. 

• The building is open again for community groups to use under this guidance. 
• Signage around the church has been modified to reflect the changes.  

 

Thank you again for your cooperation and patience as we continue to manage pandemic events with the 
health and safety of the whole congregation in mind.  The love of Christ is clearly evident in your love for 
one another and the surrounding community. 
 
Stewardship Corner 
God loves both the rich and the poor.  However, it is difficult for the rich to love the Lord because they 
can so easily become absorbed in the things they possess.  Jesus warned that wealth can be highly 
dangerous.  He told how difficult it was for the rich to be saved when He said, “How hard it is for the 
rich to enter the kingdom of God!”  (Luke 18:24-25).  God doesn’t condemn wealth.  The warning is 
about the attitude that an abundance of money and possessions can cause.  Paul wrote, “For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil.  Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many griefs” (1 Timothy 6:10).  For more information about stewardship, please 
contact Max Buban at 614-771-8594 or maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net. 



Concert at Holy Trinity 
The final installment of the 2020-2021 Holy Trinity concert season will be the annual patron concert on 
Sunday, June 6 at 4:00 pm.  A private concert for the financial contributors to the concert series, the 
program will feature Artist-in-Residence Joshua Brodbeck followed by a special outdoor reception.    
 
News of Invite Ministries  
Prayers for Our Members: 
Ron Benedick, recovering from knee surgery 
Alice Larrimer, undergoing treatment for her back 
Liz Roth, recovering from hand surgery  
Gail Svendsen, hospitalized, recovering from a fall 
Diane Whalen, hospitalized with pneumonia 
 

Prayers for Our Family and Friends: 
Phillip Jones, brother of Janet Benedick, undergoing treatment for bladder cancer 
Igor Oreshin, brother-in-law of Josh Brodbeck and brother of Katya, hospitalized with medical issues 
Theresa Cochran, mother of AC Cochran, who fell and broke her hip 
Nancy Case, friend of Sue Eubanks, being treated for cancer 
Tim Curry, brother of Bev Farrell and brother-in-law of JoAnn Curry, struggling with Parkinson’s  
Janet Hammerschmidt, mother of Jennifer Houser, recovering from COVID  
Brigitte Zellner, friend of Barbara Keller, hospitalized with complications from COVID 
Deb Markowich Byrum, daughter of Marge and Dave Markowich, recovering from breast cancer surgery 
Madonna Sinks, aunt of Mandy Richards, battling COVID 
Jim Wadley, uncle of Vicar Sara, nearing the end of life 
 
News of Embrace Ministries 
Congratulations Graduates 
On Sunday, May 23, we offered prayers and recognized Holy Trinity’s members of the Class of 2021: 
 

High School 
Quinn Caldwell, graduating Marburn Academy, attending Columbus State 
Katy Colvin, graduating Olentangy Liberty HS 
Elizabeth Cramer, graduating Upper Arlington HS, attending Kenyon College 
Will Gray, graduating Upper Arlington HS, attending Ohio State University (Newark) 
Matthew Hoffman, graduating Upper Arlington HS, attending Butler University 
Claire Kramer, graduating Upper Arlington HS, attending University of Cincinnati 
Nora Kramer, graduating Upper Arlington HS, attending Clemson University 
Gwen Peters, graduating Upper Arlington HS, attending Ohio University 
Kevin Roberts, graduating Hilliard Davidson HS, attending University of Dayton 
Chris Schueler, graduating Upper Arlington HS, attending OSU Fisher College of Business 
Emma Schueler, graduating Upper Arlington HS, attending Miami University, Farmer College of Business  
 

Post-Graduate Work 
Sara Wunsch, Master of Divinity, Trinity Lutheran Seminary at Capital University 
Drew Richards, PhD in Statistics, The Ohio State University 
 
News of Empower Ministries 
American Red Cross Blood Drive 
In conjunction with the Parish Health ministry team, the next American Red Cross blood drive at Holy 
Trinity will be Thursday, June 10 from 9am - 3pm.  Many drives have been canceled in light of the 
COVID pandemic so all blood donations are welcome and appreciated.  To make an appointment, go 
to www.redcrossblood.org/give or call 1-800-RED CROSS.  Hope to see you there! 
 
 



What does the Bible say about Race? 
 

What does the Bible say about race?  In a sense, not much! 
 

Being an idea that has only taken shape within human civilization over the last several hundred years, the 
Bible, which has been formulated over the last couple millennia makes no direct reference to this more 
modern social phenomenon.   
 

At risk of over-simplifying an extraordinarily complex topic, the economic opportunity generated by the 
demand for products grown in the newly-colonized Americas led to labor shortages (especially as the 
supply of indentured servants declined with better economic conditions in Europe) that were increasingly 
met by Africans, first captured as prisoners of intertribal war and later by slave trading companies 
themselves for the value they held for plantation owners in the Americas.  It was sort of a triangle of 
slavery sailing from Europe to Africa to the Americas to Europe to Africa and so on. 
 

Also in this same general time, European naturalists and anthropologists began identifying race as a 
variable in the study of the human community, one notable contribution being the book Systema 
naturae in 1735, in which the Swedish naturalist Carl Linnaeus proposed a classification of humankind 
into four distinct races.  There, with the genus of Homo (as in Homo Sapiens) he presented human 
diversity in the following, apparently straightforward way as part of the animal kingdom: 

•  Europaeus albesc. 
•  Americanus rubesc. 
•  Asiaticus fuscus. 
•  Africanus nigr. 

 

A literal translation of the terms referring to color would identify Europeans as “whitish,” Americans 
“reddish,” Asians “tawny,” and Africans “blackish”. The terms are rather vague and broadly applicable, 
and hence indicate that Linnaeus did not mean to draw sharp distinctions as indicated by this passage 
from the book: 
 

[God] created one man only, dictates Scripture to us, yet if the slightest trait [difference] was enough, 
there would easily stick out thousands of different species of man: they display, namely, white, red, black 
and grey hair; white, rosy, tawny and black faces; straight, stubby, crooked, flattened, and aquiline 
noses; among them we find giants and pygmies, fat and skinny people, erect, humpy, brittle, and lame 
people etc. etc. But who with a sane mind would be so frivolous as to call these distinct species? 
(Linnaeus 1738, 153) 
 

Notably, Linnaeus aligns skin color and other physical traits with characteristics that vary with diet, 
environment, and age — traits which he associates with global location rather than any sort of valuation, 
genetic identification, or distinction.   
 

That valuation, or de-valuation, on the basis of race occurs when the emerging science of race meets the 
emerging economy of slavery, with particular effect in a country being established on the tenets that “all 
men are created equal” with “inalienable rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” 
 

That’s the context for reading back into the Bible that black people descended from Noah’s son Ham who 
was cursed for having shamed his father after surviving the flood.  Thereby categorizing black people as 
less moral, heathens unworthy of full rights of equality and liberty.  And the list of other such 
rationalizations from scripture and illegitimate science is extensive. 
 

And such misapplications of stories like Ham would seem to ignore other passages in the Bible such as 
Paul’s assertion in Colossians 3:11 - In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! 
 

So while, in a sense, it can be said that the Bible has nothing to say about race, the Bible is also filled with 
warnings and guidance about the sin of prejudice — prejudice of creed, ethnicity, gender, moral 
cleanliness, and age.  And those admonitions are rightly applied to our more modern ideas around race as 
well. All of which perhaps commends several perspectives we might bring to our own reading of the 
Bible for theological insight around such matters: 



Keep alert to the lens by which you read the Bible according to your race, gender, class, ethnicity, 
education and economic status.  Be open to the perspectives of others that might enlighten your own. 
 

Keep a Bible map handy.  Simply identifying the geographical location of characters in the Bible can help 
illumine some of the interpersonal dynamics at play in the stories about them. 
 

Let the Bible itself guide your reflection.  Repetition can promote the prominence of ethnicity of a 
character as an issue. This was the case with Moses’ wife in Numbers 12. The book of Ruth provides 
another example. Ruth is repeatedly identified as “Ruth the Moabite.”  That detail lets us know that 
Ruth’s ethnicity is important for the story. 
 

For Martin Luther, John 3:16 was closest to the fullness of the gospel in miniature:  For God so loved the 
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 
eternal life. 
 

So that everyone … may have eternal life.  Everyone.  That’s the lens by which the gospel throughout 
scripture works to weed out prejudice of all kinds … including race. 
 

God’s peace, 
Pastor Steve 
 

 
Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for June 6 - 13, 2021 

 
Sunday, June 6, 2021  
  9:30 am - In-Person Worship in the sanctuary and at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
  4:00 pm – Patron Concert 
 
Monday  No Events Scheduled 
   
Tuesday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Wednesday 10:15 am – Preacher’s Bible Study 
     
Thursday   9:00 am – Red Cross Blood Drive 
  
Friday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Saturday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Sunday, June 13, 2021  
  9:30 am - In-Person Worship in the sanctuary and at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 

 
Sunday Worship Texts 
Sunday, June 6 Worship Text:  Genesis 3:8-15; 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35 
Sunday, June 13 Worship Text:  Ezekiel 17:22-24; 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17; Mark 4:26-34 
 
The Holy Trinity Staff: 
Pastor:  Steve Wachtman (steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org )  
Vicar:  Sara Wunsch (sara.wunsch@engagedbygrace.org ) 
Preschool:  Nancy VanFossen (nancy.vanfossen@engagedbygrace.org)   
Administrator:  Laura Hudson (laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org )  
Minister of Music:  Joshua Brodbeck (joshua.brodbeck@engagedbygrace.org)  

 
 
 

For mobile giving options, scan code below with your phone’s camera or go to http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212    614-486-9433 phone/fax 
       email@engagedbygrace.org  


