
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	May	9	-	16,	2021	

	

 
 
Our Sunday Schedule  
  9:30 am – In-Person Worship with Communion and Remote, Live-Streamed Worship 
   
New Ministry Opportunities  
Faith Partners Lunch and Learn 
Northwest Adopt-a-House Friends, 
  

As a way to engage our community of faith partners and church representatives, we invite you to an 
upcoming Virtual Lunch & Learn! I hope you can join us. Please reach out to me with any questions 
and feel free to forward to friends or others in your congregation who would like to learn more! 
  

Tuesday, May 11, Noon 
Conversation led by: E.J. Thomas, Pres. & CEO of Habitat MidOhio and Immediate Past Chair of the 
Affordable Housing Alliance of Central Ohio. 

• Hear an update on the current housing crisis in Central Ohio	
• Learn how the pandemic has magnified the crisis	
• Time for Q&A	

  

Register here to receive the Zoom Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEvdeyorTstHN28DwVZiUVI7VePwxLaglIZ 
  

Blessings, 
Kristina Neff 
Faith Relations and Stewardship Manager, Habitat for Humanity MidOhio 
614-364-7032 or www.HabitatMidOhio.org 
 
Second and Third Grade Bibles 
A long-held tradition at Holy Trinity is to present children with name-engraved Bibles as they are getting 
more comfortable with reading on their own.  It’s part of the congregation’s promise to help baptized 
children learn more about faith and their place in God’s family … until the day of their Confirmation 
when they are invited to affirm their baptisms for themselves. 
 

We hope to present the Bibles during our Vicar Affirmation and Summer Festival at 9:30am on Sunday, 
May 30.  If you are a parent of a second or third-grade student, please provide the following information 
to Pastor Steve in the next couple of days: 
 

• Bible	color:		black,	blue,	burgundy	or	white	
• Name	as	you	would	like	it	to	appear	on	the	cover	

 



We will make arrangements for delivering Bibles to any children who are unable to attend the service on 
May 30.  And we are glad to provide Bibles for any older siblings who don’t have one yet.  Please send 
name and Bible color information to Pastor Steve at steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org.  We look 
forward to celebrating this faith life milestone together! 
 
Duality in Scripture, Double Jeopardy and More 
In last week’s sermon, Pastor Steve talked about the challenges of being “different” and “other” in the 
world, when in fact Christ calls to oneness with each other.  The Racial Justice Ministry Team seeks to 
understand and act on Christ’s call to love one another, while at the same time wrestling with the 
challenges, divisions, policies and power structures that strive to keep us apart.  But we all know these 
issues are as old as Scripture itself.  In this week’s article, Elizabeth Sammons ties some of today’s 
challenges for our minority brothers and sisters to the ancient Scriptural stories.  In the coming weeks 
Vicar Sara and others will further delve into issues of race and otherness in Scripture as we seek to 
deepen our understanding as Christ’s disciples in the world today. 
 

The famous affirmation in the book of Ecclesiastes that “There is nothing new under the sun” can create 
a sense of hope, or of despair, depending on what we find under that sun in our lives. While it’s hard for 
some of us to imagine what it’s like to hold minority status, particularly if it’s a minority not appreciated 
by the majority, human diversity has existed as far back as written records go.  
 

At its height, the Roman Empire included an estimated 60 million people, only a few of who were Latin 
speakers or from Italy. Citizenship was a status gained by a chosen few, as noted with a bit of one-
upsmanship in this dialogue of Acts Chapter 22: 
25 When they had tied him up with thongs, Paul asked the centurion who stood by, “Is it lawful for you to 
scourge a man who is a Roman, and not found guilty?”  
26 When the centurion heard it, he went to the commanding officer and told him, “Watch what you are 
about to do, for this man is a Roman!”  
27 The commanding officer came and asked him, “Tell me, are you a Roman?”. He said, “Yes.”  
28 The commanding officer answered, “I bought my citizenship for a great price.” Paul said, “But I was 
born a Roman.”  
 

With well over half the Jews living outside Israel around the Greco-Roman world by the time of Jesus, 
this faith community was always a minority culture. And within the patriarchal society of that age, 
women received the double status of minority and subdominant gender. 
 

Yet as we know, these double-jeopardy human beings were among those closest to Jesus and his ministry. 
Consider Mary’s response as the very first person in the world to hear and accept her purpose on earth to 
bear an extraordinary son, though she was well aware of the stigma and controversy that would result 
from being viewed as an unwed mother.  In Luke Chapter 1 she replies to the angel: 38"Here am I, the 
maidservant of the Lord," Mary said. "May it be to me according to your message."   
 

In our society, we often think in terms of race, gender, wealth, and other factors, but often we fail to 
consider how they may conspire and combine. Many Americans I have the blessing to know, as we put in 
political terms, check off lots of boxes. My friend Annie, a black woman from the south who was born 
blind, brags about her great cooking, but many people meet her gusto with shock. How can that tiny, 
black, blind woman even use a stove safely? Another friend, Jackson, is a local black man who uses a 
wheelchair because of cerebral palsy resulting from a traumatic birth. He’s reported a common question 
he encounters: who shot him to cause his disability? Beloved spirits like Annie and Jackson, along with 
Mary thousands of years earlier, have learned to face low expectations, stereotypes and distrust with a 
steadfast grace that sheds beacons of hope along my own faith walk. 
 

My personal favorite example of multi-jeopardy status in scripture is that of someone so lowly that the 
writer never knew her name, or else considered it too inconsequential to record. Yet her act of faith 
changed the entire political relationship between warring countries.  
 

The story recorded in II Kings Chapter 5 begins this way: “Now bands of raiders from Aram had gone 
out and had taken captive a young girl from Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. She said to her 
mistress, ‘If only my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” 
 



Not just a woman, but a young girl. Not just a minority enemy, but a war captive, a slave. Yet this girl 
slave without a name held both faith and love in her heart, the faith that her God could heal, and the love 
to council the enemies that took her that their leader Naaman could be saved from the disease claiming his 
life. If such character wasn’t new under the sun, it was certainly a rarity, both then and now. As her 
master Naaman struggled with his own pride, raged and ultimately received healing, making peace with 
God and Israel’s ruler alike, this anonymous and many-minority girl catalyst fades from history without a 
trace. While I’d like to think she received gratitude, honor, perhaps even her freedom resulting from her 
witness, I doubt this was the case, (though my hope somehow persists!) 
Our Racial Justice Ministry Team wants everyone to be recognized for their abilities, their potential for 
good and their intrinsic worth as human beings. We invite you to consider these and so many more cases 
we find in scripture to be lights along our path, and to join us in the hope and labor of treating people to 
their full human experience. Please consider asking any of us on this taskforce more questions or how you 
can be of support under a sun all of us share.  
 
First English News 
First English now has a Blessings Box, just outside their back door. Donations are happily accepted. 
Toiletries, canned food, pasta meals, packaged plastic ware/napkin packets, individually packaged snacks, 
diapers, women's products, etc. are all welcome. Contributions can be placed in the collection bin located 
under the signup table at Holy Trinity for transport to First English. 
 
22nd Street Cookies is ramping up again. Five youth are now in the program. They are making cookie 
dough on Saturdays and currently have a supply available for sale. Flavors are: Dre's Chocolate Chip, 
CranOatmeal, White Chocolate, Sweet Corn, and Chocolate Peanut Butter. Cost is $12/lb. If you are 
interested, please contact Becky Warnement at 614-638-8170 or bwarnement124@gmail.com.  She is 
happy to arrange a drop off or pick up at First English. 
 
Work will begin on the kitchen at First English on Friday and Saturday, June 4 and 5. Volunteers are 
needed beginning at 5pm on June 4th to empty out the kitchen.  People can come as they are able that 
evening to help box up items on shelves and in cabinets.  On Saturday, June 5, work will start at 9am to 
finish packing and folks are also needed to scrape the walls and prep for painting.  They are looking for 
about 5 volunteers for Friday evening, another 5 Saturday morning and another 2 or 3 to clean up and 
wash everything Saturday afternoon.  If anyone is available to help, please contact Becky Warnement. 
 
Stewardship Corner 
Christian giving comes more from the heart than it does from the pocketbook.  Through faith, we 
understand that God is the source of all good things.  “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the 
world, and all who live in it” (Psalm 24:1).  God has blessed us with our physical lives and life forever 
with Him.  Through our giving, we express, “thank you, thank you, dear God.”  Our faithful giving 
honors and worships the Lord.  For more information about stewardship, please contact Max Buban at 
614-771-8594 or maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net. 
 
News of Invite Ministries  
New Prayer Requests: 
Ron Benedick, recovering from knee surgery last week 
Igor Oreshin, brother-in-law of Josh Brodbeck and brother of Katya, hospitalized with medical issues 
Jim Wadley, uncle of Vicar Sara, nearing the end of life 
 
Prayers for Our Members: 
Alice Larrimer, undergoing treatment for her back 
Nicole Smith, recovering from breast cancer surgery  
Diane Whalen, continuing to deal with infections 
Liz Roth, recovering from hand surgery  
 
 



Prayers for Our Family and Friends: 
Phillip Jones, brother of Janet Benedick, undergoing treatment for bladder cancer 
Marvin Buban, brother of Max Buban, undergoing chemotherapy 
Theresa Cochran, mother of AC Cochran, who fell and broke her hip 
Nancy Case, friend of Sue Eubanks, being treated for cancer 
Tim Curry, brother of Bev Farrell and brother-in-law of JoAnn Curry, struggling with Parkinson’s  
Janet Hammerschmidt, mother of Jennifer Houser, recovering from COVID after 3 weeks in the hospital 
Brigitte Zellner, friend of Barbara Keller, hospitalized with complications from COVID 
Deb Markowich Byrum, daughter of Marge and Dave Markowich, recovering from breast cancer surgery 
Madonna Sinks, aunt of Mandy Richards, battling COVID 
 
Altar Flowers 
Signup sheets are available for 2021 altar flower memorials and dedications.  Providing altar flowers 
helps beautify our worship space as well as recognize a special date or person in your life.  There are 
many dates available this spring and summer.  You can signup at the usher stand near the Info Center or 
by contacting the church office at laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org or 614-486-9433.  The cost is $30.  
Checks, electronic drafts, or credit card payments can be made payable to Holy Trinity with “flowers” 
noted in the memo line.  Thank you for supporting this ministry! 
 
News of Embrace Ministries 
Faith Enrichment for Easter 
A NEW FAMILY - THROWING OPEN THE DOORS OF THE SANCTUARY 
 

For five weeks during the Easter season, welcome to the film series: A New Family —Throwing Open the 
Doors of the Sanctuary with Rachel Held Evans. We presented several of these episodes in the Adult 
Forum Class before shifting to remote ministry during the pandemic, other people have expressed interest 
in the topic and presenter.  We are also testing the effectiveness of educational resources produced by 
outside professional media services, in this case Work of the People (workofthepeople.com). 
 

Through her writing and speaking prior to her untimely death by illness in 2019, Rachel’s work opened a 
space for people to become involved with the evolution of their faith by example. A columnist, humorist, 
blogger and author, Rachel’s first book Evolving in Monkey Town explores her journey from religious 
certainty to a faith which accepts doubt and questioning; the title is based on the Scopes Monkey Trial 
that took place in Rachel’s hometown of Dayton, Tennessee. 
 

Her subsequent books and public speaking engagements created a safe space for people to allow and 
examine their beliefs and doubts.  She strived to be grace-full while admitting her imperfection. Her 
advocation was for the heart of God which is for the people of God. She was a person who reached for the 
outsider and brought their voice and perspective into the fold. She inspired change and sometimes 
provoked resistance. As she says in this series, her hope was to start more conversations than end them. 
 

Each evening event begins with a brief video conversation followed by group discussion on these themes: 
 

Session Four // The God Who Sees You  
Session Five // Love is Biblical 
 

You may participate in the conversation at 7:30pm, Thursdays, May 6 and May 13 via Zoom at this 
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5931525374 or stream them anytime afterward at our YouTube 
channel: engagedbygrace. 
 
Walk in the Park with Prayers  
Everyone is invited to participate in this recreational event for all ages.  The walk is designed to last about 
an hour on a surface suited for everyone. Contact Pastor Steve (614-579-8128) for questions or directions. 
 

4:30pm, Sunday, May 16 
Inniswoods Metro Garden 
940 S Hempstead Rd 
Westerville, OH  43081 



News of Empower Ministries 
Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Servant Days 
Camp Luther and Lutheran Memorial Camp need your help to open the camps this spring.  Service 
projects could include raking trails, landscaping, painting, cleaning, and special building projects.  
Servant days are a wonderful chance to work alongside friends and neighbors while enjoying being 
together at camp.  After you’re done working, take some time to relax by a campfire or enjoy a sunset 
over the lake.  All ages are invited to serve.  There is no fee but online registration is required.  Servant 
weekends at Camp Luther are May 7-9, May 14-16, and May 21-23.  Servant Day at LMC is Saturday, 
May 15.  For more information, visit https://www.lomocamps.org/servantopportunities or 614-890-2267. 
 
Habitat for Humanity Update 
Building continues at the Northwest Partnership Habitat home located at 1517 Republic Avenue in 
Linden but under COVID-19 restrictions.  The crew works on Tuesday and Thursday mornings as well as 
Saturdays. Work in the coming days includes flooring, baseboards, and cabinet trim.  They would love to 
have volunteers, but everyone must first pre-register with Benson Ross at detailsdetails96@gmail.com or 
John Fisher at Fisher1809@hotmail.com before coming to the site.  Please contact Benson Ross with 
questions or for more information. 
 

 
Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for May 9 - 16, 2021 

 
Sunday, May 9, 2021 
  9:30 am - In-Person Worship in the sanctuary and at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
 
Monday  No Events Scheduled  
   
Tuesday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Wednesday 10:15 am – Preacher’s Bible Study 
  12:30 pm – WELCA Esther Circle II 
     
Thursday   6:00 pm – Child Enrichment 
  6:30 pm – Bell Choir 
  7:30 pm – Faith Enrichment 
  
Friday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Saturday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Sunday, May 16, 2021 
  9:30 am - In-Person Worship in the sanctuary and at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
  4:30 pm – Walk in the Park with Prayers (Inniswood Metro Garden) 
 
 
 

Sunday Worship Texts 
Sunday, May 9 Worship Text:  Acts 10:44-48; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17 
Sunday, May 16 Worship Text:  Acts 1:15-17,23-26; 1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19 
 
The Holy Trinity Staff: 
Pastor:  Steve Wachtman (steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org )  
Vicar:  Sara Wunsch (sara.wunsch@engagedbygrace.org ) 
Preschool:  Nancy VanFossen (nancy.vanfossen@engagedbygrace.org)   
Administrator:  Laura Hudson (laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org )  
Minister of Music:  Joshua Brodbeck (joshua.brodbeck@engagedbygrace.org)  
 

 
For mobile giving options, scan code below with your phone’s camera or go to http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212    614-486-9433 phone/fax 
       email@engagedbygrace.org  


