
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	April	25	–	May	2,	2021	

	

 
 
Our Sunday Schedule  
  8:00 am – First English Breakfast Ministry 
  9:30 am – In-Person Worship with Communion and Remote, Live-Streamed Worship 
   
New Ministry Opportunities  
Welcome Pastor Bob Abrams 
Holy Trinity’s guest preacher this Sunday, April 25 will be Pastor Bob Abrams, Assistant to the Bishop, 
Southern Ohio Synod ELCA.  He previously served as Senior Pastor at Resurrection Lutheran Church in 
Hilliard and as Vicar at Holy Trinity.  Prior to attending seminary, he was a licensed practicing attorney.  
Pastor Bob’s responsibilities for the synod include preaching and teaching, installation of new pastors, 
administration of the Sacraments, administration of congregational pastoral searches, mediating 
congregational difficulties, facilitating regional ecumenical relationship, and coordinating global mission 
church partnerships.   
 

Pastor Bob and his wife Cathy live in Delaware.  She is a teacher at Olentangy Orange High School.  
They have two children: Gillian, a senior at Ohio University; and Gavin, a sophomore at Ohio Wesleyan.   
 
An Invitation to Conversation 
I wonder what you think of when you hear the phrase Racial Justice Ministry Team?  Do you think someone 
is going to shove some ideas down your throat?  Do you think you’re in for an awkward experience?  That 
could be understandable.  Often in our world and in our society, discussions about race are heated, angry, 
uncomfortable, and not really about dialogue, but more about monologue, as one person shouts down another. 
 

However, in our Racial Justice Ministry Team here at Holy Trinity, we are striving to be, like Jesus, counter-
cultural and full of love.  In our current world, that would be a very welcome relief.  We desire, and are 
striving, like Jesus, to have caring, loving, meaningful dialogue with people.  
 

We have been having discussions on the topic of racial justice for almost a year, now.  It has been a truly, 
beautiful thing.  We have shared our experiences as well as our backgrounds.   
 

• Sometimes we were brought up, with an emphasis on not seeing color or racial differences at all.   
• Sometimes we were brought up without respect or regard for all races, yet we want to explore how to 

do things differently now.   
• Sometimes we were brought up admiring beauty and diversity, yet still find areas where we might 

have bias at times, and we wonder if there are ways we could be more compassionate and more 
loving. 

• Sometimes race was a topic never addressed whatsoever, and now we feel like it has exploded 
and we are trying to catch up. 



• Sometimes we feel like there are so many changes in terms of how we talk about race, we don’t even 
know the current vocabulary to thoughtfully engage.   

• Sometimes we feel like we are going backwards as a society, instead of forward, and the 
conversations we hear about race don’t even make sense to us.    

 
However, in all these variants, we choose to have conversations where we hear each other’s point of view, 
respectfully, calmly, and thoughtfully.  Our Lutheran heritage involves questioning, discussing, pondering….  
 

We invite you to a safe space, where you will be loved and respected, as we explore this together.  I think 
that’s a wonderful definition of church.  A place, where all can come, be in community, focused primarily on 
Jesus, as well as towards extending loving and grace towards one another.  We don’t have all the answers.  
It’s helpful for all of us, to hear a variety of viewpoints and think about them.  We learn from one another and 
we can grow together.   
 

A core, stated tenet of this group is to follow Jesus’ command to love one another.  So, we are going to do our 
very best to love all of our siblings in Christ.   
 

You don’t have to be certain where you stand on racial justice issues.  You might simply have questions 
and want to explore more.  You might want a safe place to ask those questions.  You might want to have a 
place to practice dialogue.  We’d love to engage together on this.  If you have any ideas of how you’d like 
to engage, questions, thoughts, or suggestions, please feel free to reach out to Vicar Sara and share those.  
It will help direct our offerings and ideas, as we continue to go forward.  Thank you and God’s peace.   
 
Stewardship Corner 
Love is the fundamental motive for Christian stewardship.  Our giving may be systematic, proportionate, 
and generous, but if not motivated by love it is not Christian giving.  Paul wrote, “If I give all I possess to 
the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:3).  
The Pharisees gave large gifts, yet their gifts were not acceptable to the Lord.  Jesus sums up all the Law, 
which includes stewardship, as love to God and one’s neighbor.  The perfect relationship that should exist 
between us as stewards and God is expressed in the word “love.”  It also expresses the relationship that 
should exist between Christian stewards and their neighbors.  For more information about stewardship, 
please contact Max Buban at 614-771-8594 or maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net. 
 
News of Invite Ministries  
New Prayer Requests: 
Igor Oreshin, brother-in-law of Josh Brodbeck and brother of Katya, hospitalized with medical issues 
Jim Wadley, uncle of Vicar Sara, nearing the end of life 
The family of Michael Walborn, who died last week 
The family of Pamela Reed, seminary classmate of Vicar Sara, who died recently 
 

Removed from the Prayer List: 
Sydney Eskin, friend of Josh Hudson, whose medical tests were negative 
Bernadine Lester, grandmother of Tim Hudson, who celebrated her 105th birthday last week 
 

Prayers for Our Members: 
Alice Larrimer, undergoing treatment for her back 
Nicole Smith, recovering from breast cancer surgery  
Diane Whalen, continuing to deal with infections 
Liz Roth, recovering from hand surgery  
 

Prayers for Our Family and Friends: 
Phillip Jones, brother of Janet Benedick, undergoing treatment for bladder cancer 
Marvin Buban, brother of Max Buban, undergoing chemotherapy 
Theresa Cochran, mother of AC Cochran, who fell and broke her hip 
Nancy Case, friend of Sue Eubanks, being treated for cancer 
Tim Curry, brother of Bev Farrell and brother-in-law of JoAnn Curry, struggling with Parkinson’s  
Janet Hammerschmidt, mother of Jennifer Houser, recovering from COVID after 3 weeks in the hospital 



Brigitte Zellner, friend of Barbara Keller, hospitalized with complications from COVID 
Deb Markowich Byrum, daughter of Marge and Dave Markowich, recovering from breast cancer surgery 
Madonna Sinks, aunt of Mandy Richards, battling COVID 
 
Altar Flowers 
Signup sheets are available for 2021 altar flower memorials and dedications.  Providing altar flowers 
helps beautify our worship space as well as recognize a special date or person in your life.  There are 
many dates available this spring and summer.  You can signup at the usher stand near the Info Center or 
by contacting the church office at laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org or 614-486-9433.  The cost is $30.  
Checks, electronic drafts, or credit card payments can be made payable to Holy Trinity with “flowers” 
noted in the memo line.  Thank you for supporting this ministry! 
 
News of Embrace Ministries 
Faith Enrichment for Easter 
A NEW FAMILY - THROWING OPEN THE DOORS OF THE SANCTUARY 
 

For five weeks during the Easter season, welcome to the film series: A New Family —Throwing Open the 
Doors of the Sanctuary with Rachel Held Evans. While we presented several of these episodes in the 
Sunday Adult Forum Class just before shifting to remote ministry during the pandemic, several other 
people have expressed interest in the topic and presenter.  We are also making an opportunity to test the 
effectiveness of educational resources produced by outside professional media services, in this case Work 
of the People (workofthepeople.com). 
 

Through her writing and speaking prior to her untimely death by illness in 2019, Rachel’s work opened a 
space for people to become involved with the evolution of their faith by example. A columnist, humorist, 
blogger and author, Rachel’s first book Evolving in Monkey Town explores her journey from religious 
certainty to a faith which accepts doubt and questioning; the title is based on the Scopes Monkey Trial 
that took place in Rachel’s hometown of Dayton, Tennessee. 
 

Her subsequent books and public speaking engagements created a safe space for people to allow and 
examine their beliefs and doubts.  She strived to be grace-full while admitting her imperfection. Her 
advocation was for the heart of God which is for the people of God. All people, a diverse bunch of 
clumsy-yet-beautiful people of different races, cultures, beliefs, faiths, genders, and sexual orientations 
just doing our best to be human. She was a person who reached for the outsider and brought their voice 
and perspective into the fold. She inspired change and sometimes provoked resistance. But as she says in 
this series, her hope was to start more conversations than end them. 
 

Each evening event will begin with a brief video conversation with Rachel followed by group discussion 
questions on these weekly themes: 
 

Session Three // Gatekeeping 
Session Four // The God Who Sees You  
Session Five // Love is Biblical 
 

You may participate in the conversation at 7:30pm, Thursdays, April 29, May 6 and May 13 via Zoom 
at this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5931525374 or stream them anytime afterward at our YouTube 
channel: engagedbygrace. 
 
Walk in the Park with Prayers Returns! 
Now that Holy Trinity has resumed in-person activities and the weather has cleared, we are resuming this 
monthly recreational event for all ages.  Each walk is designed to last for an hour on a surface suited for 
everyone.  Please contact the host for any questions or directions. 
 

4:30pm, Sunday, May 16 
Inniswoods Metro Garden 
940 S Hempstead Rd 
Westerville, OH  43081 
Host:  Pastor Steve (614-579-8128) 



News of Empower Ministries 
Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Servant Days 
Camp Luther and Lutheran Memorial Camp need your help to open the camps this spring.  Service 
projects could include raking trails, landscaping, painting, cleaning, and special building projects.  
Servant days are a wonderful chance to work alongside friends and neighbors while enjoying being 
together at camp.  After you’re done working, take some time to relax by a campfire or enjoy a sunset 
over the lake.  All ages are invited to serve.  There is no fee but online registration is required.  Servant 
weekends at Camp Luther are May 7-9, May 14-16, and May 21-23.  Servant Day at LMC is Saturday, 
May 15.  For more information, visit https://www.lomocamps.org/servantopportunities or 614-890-2267. 
 
American Red Cross Blood Drive 
Many thanks to all who donated blood on Thursday, April 1.  In conjunction with the Parish Health 
ministry team, the next American Red Cross blood drive at Holy Trinity will be Thursday, June 10.  
Please mark your calendars. 
 
Habitat for Humanity Update 
Building continues at the Northwest Partnership Habitat home located at 1517 Republic Avenue in 
Linden but under COVID-19 restrictions.  The crew works on Tuesday and Thursday mornings as well as 
Saturdays. Work in the coming days includes painting walls and trim and finishing carpentry.  They 
would love to have volunteers, but everyone must first pre-register with Benson Ross at 
detailsdetails96@gmail.com or John Fisher at Fisher1809@hotmail.com before coming to the site.  Please 
contact Benson Ross with questions or for more information. 
 

 
Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for April 25 – May 2, 2021 

 
Sunday, April 25, 2021 
  8:00 am – First English Breakfast Ministry 
  9:30 am - In-Person Worship in the sanctuary and at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
 
Monday  No Events Scheduled  
   
Tuesday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Wednesday 10:15 am – Preacher’s Bible Study 
     
Thursday   6:00 pm – Child Enrichment 
  6:30 pm – Bell Choir 
  7:30 pm – Faith Enrichment 
  
Friday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Saturday  9:30 am - Confirmation 
 
Sunday, May 2, 2021 
  9:30 am - In-Person Worship in the sanctuary and at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
  10:30 am – Confirmation 
  7:00 pm - Confirmation 
 
 

Sunday Worship Texts 
Sunday, April 25 Worship Text:  Acts 4:5-12; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18 
Sunday, May 2 Worship Text:  Acts 8:26-40; 1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8 
 

For mobile giving options, scan code below with your phone’s camera or go to http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212    614-486-9433 phone/fax 
       email@engagedbygrace.org  


