
 

 

A Daily Dose of Good News 
Tuesday, April 13, 2021 

 
At 10:30am today, this devotional will be offered online at https://youtu.be/9cDO0mOg_Bs 

Additionally, if you’d like to talk about this Daily Dose of Good News further, or previous ones, 
have questions, or additional thoughts, please feel free to email me at 

sara.wunsch@engagedbygrace.org.  I’d love to interactively engage with you about them.  
 

Good morning everybody!  I hope you’re enjoying the day!  It’s time for our Daily Dose of Good 
News!  We are in chapter 6 of Daniel today, on April13th.     

It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred twenty satraps, stationed throughout 
the whole kingdom, and over them three presidents, including Daniel; to these the satraps 

gave account, so that the king might suffer no loss.  Soon Daniel distinguished himself above 
all the other presidents and satraps because an excellent spirit was in him, and the king 

planned to appoint him over the whole kingdom.  So the presidents and the satraps tried to 
find grounds for complaint against Daniel in connection with the kingdom. But they could 

find no grounds for complaint or any corruption, because he was faithful, and no negligence 
or corruption could be found in him.  The men said, “We shall not find any ground for 
complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law of his God.” 

 So the presidents and satraps conspired and came to the king and said to him, “O King 
Darius, live forever!  All the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the 

counselors and the governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and 
enforce an interdict, that whoever prays to anyone, divine or human, for thirty days, except to 
you, O king, shall be thrown into a den of lions.  Now, O king, establish the interdict and sign 

the document, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and the 
Persians, which cannot be revoked.”  Therefore King Darius signed the document and 

interdict. 

 Although Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he continued to go to his house, 
which had windows in its upper room open toward Jerusalem, and to get down on his knees 

three times a day to pray to his God and praise him, just as he had done previously.  The 
conspirators came and found Daniel praying and seeking mercy before his God.  Then they 

approached the king and said concerning the interdict, “O king! Did you not sign an interdict, 
that anyone who prays to anyone, divine or human, within thirty days except to you, O king, 
shall be thrown into a den of lions?” The king answered, “The thing stands fast, according to 
the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.”  Then they responded to the 

king, “Daniel, one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the 
interdict you have signed, but he is saying his prayers three times a day.” 

 When the king heard the charge, he was very much distressed. He was determined to save 
Daniel, and until the sun went down he made every effort to rescue him.  Then the 



 

 

conspirators came to the king and said to him, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and 
Persians that no interdict or ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.” 

 Then the king gave the command, and Daniel was brought and thrown into the den of lions. 
The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you faithfully serve, deliver you!”  A stone was 
brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with 
the signet of his lords, so that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel.  Then the king 

went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no food was brought to him, and sleep fled from 
him. 

 Then, at break of day, the king got up and hurried to the den of lions.  When he came near 
the den where Daniel was, he cried out anxiously to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the living 

God, has your God whom you faithfully serve been able to deliver you from the lions?”  Daniel 
then said to the king, “O king, live forever!  My God sent his angel and shut the lions ’mouths 

so that they would not hurt me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before 
you, O king, I have done no wrong.”  Then the king was exceedingly glad and commanded 

that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of 
harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.  The king gave a command, and 

those who had accused Daniel were brought and thrown into the den of lions—they, their 
children, and their wives. Before they reached the bottom of the den the lions overpowered 

them and broke all their bones in pieces. 

 Then King Darius wrote to all peoples and nations of every language throughout the whole 
world: “May you have abundant prosperity!  I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion 

people should tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: 

For he is the living God, 
    enduring forever. 

His kingdom shall never be destroyed, 
    and his dominion has no end. 

  
He delivers and rescues, 

    he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth; 
for he has saved Daniel 

    from the power of the lions.” 
 So this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 

Here ends the reading. 

While that story is familiar to you, I think there are some interesting pieces to pull out.  One is 
the faithfulness of Daniel, which was noted again and again.  As he prays to his God not once a 
day, not twice a day, but three times a day.  I know Muslims often pray five times a day. But it's 
a way of reorienting themselves toward God.  It is a way of staying on track.  I would have to 
guess that’s one of the reasons why Daniel was able to do his job so effectively and efficiently.  
He wasn’t tempted to do things for the wrong reasons, or to be corrupt.  Praying three times a 



 

 

day helped him stay in alignment with God and helped him be the best Daniel that he could be.  
So, that faithfulness was something that steadied him.  That faithfulness was something that the 
King noticed.  This wasn’t token and it wasn’t routine, this was faithfulness. 

Secondly, and it’s interesting to read this around Easter, the idea that once Daniel is thrown into 
the lion’s den, the king’s servants bring a stone, and lay it on the mouth of the den and the king 
seals it with his own signet.  Basically, having the stone in front of the den, or having the stone in 
front of the tomb for Jesus, both indicate that there’s no way out of this.  This is shutting the 
book, this is the final chapter, this is over.  It’s such a great symbol of victory and triumph of our 
God, because our God says when it’s over.  (Laughs).  No stone is going to be the period, where 
God puts a comma.  So, I think that’s interesting that the stone is there to say this is final and 
mark it as a period, yet God has other plans.  And in that, an angel was sent to shut the lions’ 
mouths, just like an angel was sent to Jesus’ tomb and an angel spoke to Mary Magdalene.  I 
think it’s interesting, while we’re not Jesus and we’re not Daniel, I wonder if there are places 
where we might feel trapped or stuck or confined.  I wonder if there are places where we see 
lions which look menacing or scary to us.  Things in our lives which intimidate us or which we 
fear.  Or maybe that we fear happening.  I wonder what fears we have that might be symbolized 
by those menacing lions and where we need to know that those fears, those concerns don't have 
the final word.  That God can put a comma there, and God can come and rescue us from them.  
So, I’d ask you to consider: where do you feel stuck?  Where do you feel trapped?  Where do 
you feel scared or fearful?  Where do you feel hopeless?  And invite God into that space today.   

Whether you pray once today, or three times today, to faithfully go to your God in that.  So that 
God can rescue you, from things that seem life depleting, or scary, or overwhelmingly fearful to 
you.  So, I raise that for your reflection today.  I’m going to circle back to the final piece of this, 
one more time, which is just beautiful.  As we remember who our God is, which is the best news 
of all…          

For he is the living God, 
    enduring forever. 

His kingdom shall never be destroyed, 
    and his dominion has no end. 

 He delivers and rescues, 
    he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth; 

 
Amen.  Have a great day everybody!  Bye-bye. 


