
A Daily Dose of Good News 

Thursday, April 8, 2021 
 

At 10:30 today, this devotional will be offered online at https://youtu.be/v5qkKaIeN98 
If you have any thoughts, ideas or suggestions, based on today’s interactive exercise, as 
you imagine or write about this, we would love to hear them, if you’re willing to share 

them.  Please email me at sara.wunsch@engagedbygrace.org  

Good morning!  It is April 8th and it’s time for a Daily Dose of Good News!  This is 
going to be a short one for you all, because it’s going to involve active participation, 
engagement and interaction:  So… I’m going to read this text twice and have you think 
about it and try to imagine it.  I think that’a s really important thing for us to do 
sometimes.  So I’m going to read it, talk a little bit, and read it again.  It is from Acts 
2:42-47. 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. 

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 
apostles.  All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell 
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.  Day by 
day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate 

their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the 
people.  And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

 
I had a great discussion yesterday in a book study with Dean Kleinhans and some other 
students from seminary.  In that, we were discussing Imago Dei – which we spoke about 
over Easter in seeing each other in the image of God.  One of the routes that this 
conversation took was about using our imagination in terms of our faith, in order to 
imagine what that looks like.  That’s part of the root of imago.  So, if we want to think of 
it in that way, this text from Acts, is such a beautiful depiction of what the church was 
like at the beginning.  Notice that they did all these things together, they held goods in 
common, and it’s about the connection and about the focus that they had on God and with 
one another, seeing the image of God in each other.  Such community there.  Such the 



body of Christ, the family of Christ, whatever phrase you want to put to it.  But, it’s 
amazing!  Then at the end, the statement says “the Lord added to their number everyday, 
those who were being saved.”  I think how we can be so results-oriented sometimes, and 
think in church about:  “how do we add to our numbers?” or “how do we increase our 
congregation?”  I haven’t found that to be a big hurdle at Holy Trinity, but in other 
churches, it really certainly can be.  But the priorities were right in this text.  They were 
focused on God and focused on loving each other, and as a result of that focus being in 
the right spot, God added to their number.  They didn’t have to focus on that.  They just 
had to focus on God and one another.  So, I would like you to use your imagination 
today, as you are made in the image of Christ, and to consider and think about what 
would this look like if Holy Trinity did this as well as it possibly could.  If Holy Trinity 
was a beacon for this, what would that tangibly look like behaviorally?  So I’m going to 
read it again, and I’d like you to imagine Holy Trinity doing this.  And even jot down 
some notes, or journal about it.  Visualize:  what would this look like at Holy 
Trinity?  Here we go: 
 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. 

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 
apostles.  All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell 
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.  Day by 
day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate 

their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the 
people.  And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

I love the end where they talk about how they have glad and generous hearts.  They’re 
simply thankful and praising God.  Doesn’t that sound like such a beautiful, peaceful way 
to exist and to experience that in your lives on the daily?  So, I’m doing this behind a 
cherry blossom tree – which is just starting to blossom.  While it’s not in full bloom yet, 
hopefully we can imagine how stunning it will be when it is!  Likewise, how do we 
blossom and become fully who we are meant to be in Christ in such a beautiful, fun 
way?  Alright, have a great day everybody!  Take care.  Bye-bye. 

	


