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April 25, 2021           
PRELUDE                                           
 
OPENING HYMN                                            Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee                                          Hymn 836 
 

Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 
Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, praising thee, their sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
 
All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heav'n reflect thy rays, 
stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird, and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee. 
 
Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 
wellspring of the joy of living, ocean-depth of happy rest! 
Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine; 
teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine! 

 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Let us pray, O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. 
Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
FIRST LESSON                                                  Acts 4:5-12 

 
5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, 
Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the 
prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then 
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned 
today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been 
healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you 
in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead. 11This Jesus is  
 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by 
which we must be saved.” 

 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 



SECOND LESSON                                           1 John 3:16-24 
 

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives 
for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother 
or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
  18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will know 
that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for 
God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we 
have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his 
commandments and do what pleases him. 
  23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love 
one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he 
abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION stand 
 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL                                               John 10:11-18 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 10th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said: 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired 
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep 
and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a 
hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 
me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have 
other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So 
there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in 
order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to 
lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON                                                                
                                                                           
HYMN OF THE DAY                                 The King of Love My Shepherd Is                                          Hymn 502 
 

The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his and he is mine forever. 
 
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, but yet in love he sought me, 
and on his shoulder gently laid, and home, rejoicing, brought me. 
 
In death's dark vale I fear no ill, with thee, dear Lord, beside me, 
thy rod and staff my comfort still; thy cross before to guide me. 
 
And so, through all the length of days, thy goodness faileth never. 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise within thy house forever. 

 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS        
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     Response: hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERING              Collected at the door or www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 
  

LITURGY OF THE MEAL 
  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.    We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your 
glory. 
  
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but have eternal life. 
  
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all 
things for our salvation. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his glorious 
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God 
Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and 
wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing 
and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given 
our inheritance with all your saints. 
  
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.  Amen. 

 



LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION  
 
BLESSING    
 
 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.  Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN                                          The Church's One Foundation                                           Hymn 654 

 
The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
she is his new creation by water and the word. 
From heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride; 
with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 
 
Elect from ev'ry nation, yet one o'er all the earth, 
her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth: 
one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 
and to one hope she presses, with ev'ry grace endued. 
 
Through toil and tribulation and tumult of her war, 
she waits the consummation of peace forevermore; 
till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest, 
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 
 
Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One, 
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won. 
Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! Lord, save us by your grace, 
that we, like saints before us, may see you face to face. 

 
BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
  

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Go in peace. Share the good news.   Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE       
 
Chancel flowers today are given to the Glory of God.    
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