
HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICE 

 
 
Confession  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name.  Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live 
in your hearts through faith.  Amen. 

  
Opening Song                               Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church                              Hymn 321 
 

Eternal Lord of love, behold your church 
walking once more the pilgrim way of Lent, 
led by your cloud by day, by night your fire, 
moved by your love and toward your presence bent: 
far off yet here—the goal of all desire. 
 
So daily dying to the way of self,  
so daily living to your way of love, 
we walk the road, Lord Jesus, that you trod, 
knowing ourselves baptized into your death: 
so we are dead and live with you in God. 
 
If dead in you, so in you we arise, 
you the firstborn of all the faithful dead; 
and as through stony ground the green shoots break, 
glorious in springtime dress of leaf and flow'r, 
so into life and glory shall we wake. 

 



Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 

Holy God of all creation, every breeze, tide, and tectonic shift is known to you. All times and 
places are held within your infinite expanse of grace. Guide us in your mercy to perceive our 
place of rest in your faithfulness, which you have revealed to all through Jesus Christ, your Son 
and our Lord. To him, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
First Lesson Deuteronomy 30:8-20 
 

8Then you shall again obey the LORD, observing all his commandments that I am commanding 
you today, 9and the LORD your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your 
undertakings, in the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. 
For the LORD will again take delight in prospering you, just as he delighted in prospering your 
ancestors, 10when you obey the LORD your God by observing his commandments and decrees 
that are written in this book of the law, because you turn to the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul. 
11Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too hard for you, nor is it 
too far away. 12It is not in heaven, that you should say, "Who will go up to heaven for us, and get 
it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?" 13Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should 
say, "Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it 
and observe it?" 14No, the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you 
to observe. 
15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the 
commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD 
your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then 
you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that 
you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray 
to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you 
shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings 
and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your 
God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that 
you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob. 

 
Second Lesson                                        Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

5Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. 6In all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. 

 



Gospel                                                     Mark 10:13-15 
 

13People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples 
spoke sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, "Let the 
little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God 
belongs. 15Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will 
never enter it." 

 
Partner Video 
 
Response Hymn   Borning Cry Hymn 732 
 

"I was there to hear your borning cry, I'll be there when you are old. 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold. 
I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well; 
in a blaze of light you wandered off to find where demons dwell." 
 
"When you heard the wonder of the Word I was there to cheer you on; 
you were raised to praise the living Lord, to whom you now belong. 
If you find someone to share your time and you join your hearts as one, 
I'll be there to make your verses rhyme from dusk till rising sun." 
 
"In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young, 
I'll be there to guide you through the night, complete what I've begun. 
When the evening gently closes in and you shut your weary eyes, 
I'll be there as I have always been, with just one more surprise." 
 
"I was there to hear your borning cry, I'll be there when you are old. 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold." 

 
Responsive Prayer  

 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 



I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

O Lord, I cry to you for help. 
In the morning my prayer comes before you. 
Let my mouth be full of your praise 
and your glory all the day long. 
Every day will I bless you, 
and praise your name forever and ever. 
Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, 
O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the seas that are far away. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 
You redeem my life from the grave, 
and crown me with mercy and steadfast love. 
Lord, hear my prayer, 
and let my cry come before you. 

 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that 
you have protected us through the night from all harm and danger. We ask that you would also 
protect us today from sin and all evil, so that our life and actions may please you. Into your 
hands we commend ourselves: our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let your holy angels be 
with us, so that the wicked foe may have no power over us.  Amen. 

 
Let us bless the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Almighty God bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.  Amen. 

 
  
Dismissal 


