
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	March	21	-	28,	2021	

	

 
 

Our Sunday Schedule  
  9:30 am – In-Person Worship with Communion and Remote, Live-Streamed Worship  
   
New Ministry Opportunities  
Holy Week Worship Plans 
Ah, the difference a year makes … sort of?!  Whereas Pastor Steve was presiding over Holy Week Worship 
from his basement last spring with the onset of the pandemic, here is the plan for Holy Week this spring with 
a blend of worship events both online and in-person: 
 

9:30am, Palm Sunday (In-person and Online) 
The service will include a Blessing of the Palms.  In-person worshippers will receive palms to share in the 
Palm Procession Wave.  Online worshippers are encouraged to use foliage from their yard. 
 
10:30am, Holy Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday (Online) 
These services will center on Bible readings from John’s gospel between Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and the Last Supper on Maundy Thursday.  Josh will provide musical meditations 
to support personal consideration of reflection questions each day. 
 
10:30am and 7:00pm, Maundy Thursday (In-person and Online) 
This service will focus again on Jesus’ call around the story of foot-washing that we love one another the way 
he has loved us, along with participation with him in the Lord’s Supper. 
 
7:00pm, Friday (In-person and Online) 
Through scripture, preaching and organ interpretation, this service will contemplate the stark magnitude of 
Jesus’ passion on the cross for all the world. 
 
Holy Saturday (Do-it-yourself at home) 
Instructions will be offered on the church website to lose yourself in a walk in your neighborhood, guided by 
random directions to create a labyrinth of sorts and concluding with questions and a prayer for your reflection. 
 
Easter Sunday 
8:00am, Festival Worship (In-person in the sanctuary & Online, available to stream thereafter) 
9:30am, Festival Worship (In-person outside on the front lawn, weather permitting. Worship will be moved 
         to the sanctuary in the event of inclement weather.) 
11:00am, Festival Worship (In-person in the sanctuary) 
 
Please be assured that all in-person events continue to maintain all of the health and wellness protocols that 
have helped keep us safe and well whenever meeting at church during the pandemic:  face coverings over 
mouth and nose, safe distance seating and building flow, along with plentiful hand-sanitizing stations.   We 
look forward to worshipping together through this most Holy Week. 



FaithFlix for March - “One Night in Miami” 
Join the Racial Justice Ministry Team for a movie discussion on Sunday, March 21st following the 9:30 
worship service. “One Night in Miami” is available for viewing on Amazon.  
   

"One Night in Miami” tells a fictional account of one incredible evening, in which Muhammad Ali (Eli 
Goree), Jim Brown (Aldis Hodge), Sam Cooke (Leslie Odom, Jr.) and Malcolm X (Kingsley Ben-Adir) 
gather after Ali defeated Sonny Liston in February 1964. The movie is about what happens after the final 
bell, when Clay and three men who witnessed the fight gather for a low-key after-party that turns into an 
impromptu seminar on fame, political action and the obligations of Black celebrities in a time of crisis.  
 

As you watch this time unfold between friends, icons, people of influence in the black community and 
those with a platform to make a difference, consider these questions:  

• What	do	you	connect	with?			
• All	4	share	a	desire	for	freedom.	What	are	the	institutions	holding	them	back?	Who	

ultimately	is	profiting	from	these	4	successful	men?		
• What	seeds	of	action	are	planted	this	night?	
• Power	is	an	underlying	thread	throughout	the	movie.	Do	you	feel	the	struggle	for	power	

between	friends?	Feel	the	inner	struggle	in	each	man?	Understand	the	fight	for	black	power	
of	that	era?	Now?		

 
Concert at Holy Trinity - POSTPONED 
The installment of Holy Trinity’s concert series featuring John Kohan and Joshua Brodbeck has been 
postponed due to unforeseen circumstances.  Information regarding rescheduling will be shared as soon as 
it’s available. 
 
First English Breakfast Ministry 
Holy Trinity’s next opportunity to prepare and serve breakfast for our friends at First English Lutheran 
Church is Sunday, March 28.  We decided to change up the menu a bit for March.  Warnements will 
take care of the biscuits, gravy, eggs and juice.  We are asking for fruit, muffins and a few more hands to 
help dish up.  We feed about 65-75 people each Sunday.  All items should be cooked, hot and ready to 
eat. They can be delivered Sunday, March 28 to Holy Trinity by 8am or brought directly to First English, 
1015 E Main St, 43205, by 8:15. We serve at 8:30am. You can signup to help at this 
link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080948aaad28a57-first9  Volunteers need to arrive between 8-
8:15am.  If you have questions, please call/text Becky 614-638-8170 or Jeff Warnement 614-578-6179.  
 
Book Talk “The Lyra and the Cross” 
Did you miss Elizabeth Sammons’ book talk in 2019 at Holy Trinity? Well, now you have another 
chance! On Wednesday, March 31 at 7:00pm, Elizabeth will be presenting cultural, historical and faith 
aspects of her 2019 novel “The Lyra and the Cross” via Zoom. To get the free link, please 
email westfalmouthlibrary@gmail.com.  There’s a copy of the book in Holy Trinity’s library, and 
additionally, it’s available on Amazon and Smashwords. 
 

Friendship, forgiveness and faith set the groundwork of “The Lyra and the Cross,” a historical novel 
depicting the political and spiritual unrest in the first-century Roman Empire. Drawing on five years of 
historical research and her own cross-cultural experience as journalist, Peace Corps volunteer and 
interpreter, Elizabeth Sammons depicts a world as full of interfaith conflict and difficult choices as our 
own. Amidst familiar characters from the New Testament, readers will find stories of a slave turned 
freedman, a Greek orphan adopted into life as a Jew and two bitter-sweet love stories set against a 
background of cross-cultural conflict comparable to events we witness in the 21st century. 
 
Red Cross Blood Drive 
Holy Trinity's Parish Health Ministry team, in conjunction with the American Red Cross, is sponsoring a 
blood drive at Holy Trinity on Thursday, April 1 from 9am-2pm.  Many drives have been canceled in 
light of the COVID pandemic so all blood donations are welcome and appreciated.  All donations are 
tested for COVID-19 antibodies.  To make an appointment, go to www.redcrossblood.org/give or call 1-
800-RED CROSS.  Hope to see you there! 



Habitat Happenings 
This month Habitat for Humanity International celebrates International Women Build Week, marking the 
30th anniversary of the first Habitat house built by women.  In 1992, Habitat MidOhio hosted their first 
Women Build in central Ohio earning the title of the third women-built Habitat home in the country!  The 
dedicated Women Build team of Habitat MidOhio is in the process of constructing their 14th house for a 
deserving partner family.  To learn more about the Women Build home, community information, and 
other news, email Sarah Short at sshort@habitatmidohio.org to be added to the mailing list. 
 
Stewardship Corner 
Many people believe that money brings happiness, so they always want more of it.  But money does not 
bring happiness.  Money and the things that money can buy do not produce the good life.  The good life is 
found in a relationship with Jesus and in using what God has given us to build God’s kingdom.  Through 
the working of the Holy Spirit, we will hold the things of this world loosely and focus on things that are 
eternal.  For more information about stewardship, please contact Max Buban at 614-771-8594 or 
maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net. 
 
News of Invite Ministries  
New Prayer Requests: 
Liz Roth, anticipating surgery on her hand this week 
Tim Curry, brother of Bev Farrell and brother-in-law of JoAnn Curry, struggling with Parkinson’s  
Brigitte Zellner, friend of Barbara Keller, battling the UK variant of COVID in Switzerland 
Janet Hammerschmidt, mother of Jennifer Houser, recovering from a lengthy hospitalization for COVID 
 

Prayers for Our Members: 
Alice Larrimer, undergoing physical therapy and anticipating another hip surgery 
Miriam Ringquist, recovering at home following surgery 
Diane Whalen, continuing to battle infections 
 

Prayers for Our Family and Friends: 
Phillip Jones, brother of Janet Benedick, undergoing treatment for bladder cancer 
Marvin Buban, brother of Max Buban, undergoing chemotherapy 
Nancy Case, friend of Sue Eubanks, being treated for cancer 
Deb Markowich Byrum, daughter of Marge and Dave Markowich, recovering from breast cancer surgery 
Melanie Markowich, daughter-in-law of Marge and Dave Markowich, dealing with medical issues 
Madonna Sinks, aunt of Mandy Richards, battling COVID 
 
In-person Worship Resumes  
9:30am, Sundays 
Holy Trinity has resumed in-person worship with a single service at 9:30am on Sundays. Since pivoting 
in November to online worship only, we’ve built a regular following of more than 100 views at the same 
time each week. We hope to maintain and even extend that sense of community with people worshiping at 
the same time whether at church, at home or on the road.  We have a safe-distanced seating capacity of 
100 persons in the sanctuary and we’ll add another worship time once we approach that number. 
 

We celebrate Holy Communion on Sunday mornings now that the community is gathering together 
again.  We also serve communion in the parking lot after worship for any who would like to drive in to 
receive it that way. 
 

Other Holy Trinity ministry groups can decide for themselves whether to meet in-person or remotely 
going forward.  Please contact Pastor Steve with any questions about getting access to the building.  The 
same pandemic-safe protocols for facial coverings and safe distance continue to apply for all activities. 
 
Easter Flowers 
Holy Trinity will beautify our worship space with lilies and other spring flowers on Easter morning, 
Sunday, April 4.  If you would like to purchase a potted flower for the display, please contact the church 
office at laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org, 614-486-9433, or at the Signup Corner.  The cost is $8. 



Midweek Good News in Lent 
Jesus Brings God’s Kingdom Near our Outreach Partners 
10:30am Wednesdays, February 24 - March 24 
 

For our midweek Lenten reflections in 2021, each of these five Outreach Partners will share a Daily Dose 
of Good News about the work Jesus is doing to bring near God’s kingdom through their ministry, even 
during these days of pandemic: 

• First English Lutheran Church 
• Habitat for Humanity 
• Jacob’s Porch 
• Lutheran Social Services of Central Ohio 
• Trinity Lutheran Seminary 

 

Wrapped in a service of confession, prayers and music, in-person and online at 10:30am on Wednesdays 
during Lent, we will present a 5-10 minute video message from a different Outreach Partner each week, 
celebrating the ministry we share together with them in their particular context.  The service will be 
available to stream from the website after that at any point throughout the day.  
 
Altar Flowers 
Signup sheets are available for 2021 altar flower memorials and dedications. You can signup at the usher 
stand near the Info Center or by contacting the church office at laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org or 
614-486-9433.  The cost is $30.  Checks, electronic drafts, or credit card payments can be made payable 
to Holy Trinity with “flowers” noted in the memo line.  Thank you for supporting this ministry! 
 
News of Embrace Ministries 
In Sure and Certain Hope of the Resurrection 
Thursday Faith Enrichment for March 
 

In the weeks leading up to our celebration of the resurrection at Easter and as part of the planning for a 
memorial garden and possibly a columbarium at church, Pastor Steve will invite consideration and 
conversation around the ways we are church at the time of death.  You may join the presentation and 
dialog via Zoom on Thursdays in March, 4, 11, 18 and 25 at 7:30pm using this 
link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5931525374 
 

These will be the weekly topics: 
March 4:  Funeral, Memorial Service or Celebration of Life 
March 11:  Embalming, Cremation or Natural Burial 
March 18:  Memorial Gardens 
March. 25:  Columbariums 
 
Grab Your Walking Shoes 
Walk in the Park with Prayers Returns! 
Now that Holy Trinity has resumed in-person activities and the weather has cleared, we are resuming this 
monthly recreational event for all ages.  At the appointed locations below, each walk is designed to last 
for an hour on a surface suited for everyone.  Please contact the host for any questions or directions. 
 

4:30pm, Sunday, April 11 
Homestead Park 
4675 Cosgray Rd 
Hilliard, OH  43026 
Host:  Pastor Steve (614-579-8128) 
 

4:30pm, Sunday, May 16 
Inniswoods Metro Garden 
940 S Hempstead Rd 
Westerville, OH  43081 
Host:  Pastor Steve (614-579-8128) 



News of Empower Ministries 
Reflections on Race:  Our neighborhood is safe for all – until it’s not 
In an ongoing series that we hope continues throughout the year, members of the Racial Justice Ministry 
Team are sharing their personal experiences with race. This week we share an article by Sharon 
Hamersley, a member of the Racial Justice Ministry Team. If you have experiences and thoughts you 
would like to share, please contact Vicar Sara. We welcome your perspectives on this important issue.  
 

As most of you know, an unarmed Black man, Andre Hill, was shot and killed by a Columbus police 
officer back in December 2020. This is a tragedy for all of us, but there are very specific, localized 
consequences for some of us, my family included. 
 

Our son, daughter-in-law, and grandson live in that neighborhood, just over a block from where this 
happened. They chose to buy a house there because they were looking for a nice, “safe” place where there 
was at least some diversity, and in the Columbus School District (for similar reasons discussed in my 
previous article.) All was well until this incident. Now they no longer feel safe. Here’s why: 

 
The little boy on the right is our grandson Evan, with his cousin Quentin. They were born one week apart 
and are best buddies even though the pandemic has kept them apart. While they share their one 
grandfather’s Taiwanese heritage, Evan’s dad (my son) is White. Quentin’s dad is Black. Going forward, 
will it be safe for our son’s family to invite their relatives to visit? When Quentin is older, will it be safe 
for him to hang out with Evan in that neighborhood?  
 

In a 2014 article published in the Journal of Personality and Social Psychology titled “The Essence of 
Innocence: Consequences of Dehumanizing Black Children” the authors write: “We find converging 
evidence that Black boys are seen as older and less innocent and that they prompt a less essential 
conception of childhood than do their White same-age peers.” So, while our grandson will continue to be 
viewed as “innocent” as he grows up, his cousin may not be so fortunate. One only needs to remember 
Trayvon Martin (17, carrying Skittles) and Tamir Rice (12, carrying a toy gun) as real-life examples of 
this principle.  
 

This leaves my son’s family with a dilemma. How can they ensure their relatives’ safety when they visit? 
Will it be necessary to put out an all-neighborhood alert that Black folks will be visiting? That may sound 
over-the-top to you, but given what happened, it might be a necessary precaution. But it shouldn’t be. 
Beyond giving police officers better diversity and threat assessment training (not easy) what can we do?  
 

For starters, I believe that we need to actively seek out and have conversations with others who don’t look 
like us. And I don’t mean “how’s the weather” conversations. When there are incidents like this, check in 
with them, ask them what’s on their mind. Then, listen. Offer your support and empathy for the anger, 
grief, and pain they feel every time these incidents happen. While you’re not “at fault” for the tragedy, 
acknowledging it and being present is a way to make clear that you are learning, that you want to be on 
their side.  
 
God is Our Refuge and Strength 
Capital Campaign Update 
For the sake of replenishing reserves after repairing the roof, paying down mortgage principle on the new 
sanctuary and establishing a memorial garden on the church property, we have to date received 68 
responses offering prayers and input to memorial garden planning, along with $571,000 in pledges toward 



our baseline goal of $425,000.  Reaching our stretch goal of $620,000 would pay off our mortgage in 
full.  We plan to make a $500,000 payment towards the principle of the loan in the coming month.  
Pledges and contributions will continue to be received throughout the campaign.  If you have questions, 
please contact Financial Secretary Mike Christman at Michael.d.christman@gmail.com. 
 
Racial Justice Ministry Book Discussion 
Following our wonderful winter discussion of “Dear Church,” we’ve decided to turn to literature for our 
next book dialogue on Toni Morrison’s 1987 novel “Beloved.”  
 

We will meet on Monday, April 12, at 7pm by Zoom. 
 

Sometimes a picture is worth a thousand words, but a thousand words can create more than a picture. 
Cleveland native Toni Morrison creates a tableau of life in the African American community in her best-
selling novel “Beloved.” Set in rural Ohio during the period immediately following the Civil War, this 
chronicle of slavery and its aftermath traces the life of Sethe, a former slave. Sethe has a secret in her past 
so horrific that it has alienated the community, driven off her two sons, isolated her surviving daughter, 
and threatened her new, loving relationship with Paul D., also a former slave.  
 

Elizabeth Sammons as our church novelist is honored to lead discussion of this novel both as a mighty 
work of literature, and a portrayal of moral issues confronted by the enslaved community.  Please join us! 
 
Habitat for Humanity Update 
Building continues at the Northwest Partnership Habitat home located at 1517 Republic Avenue in 
Linden but under COVID-19 restrictions.  The crew works on Tuesday and Thursday mornings as well as 
Saturdays.  They would love volunteers, but everyone must first pre-register with Benson Ross at 
detailsdetails96@gmail.com or John Fisher at Fisher1809@hotmail.com before coming to the site.  Please 
contact Benson Ross with questions or for more information. 
 

 

Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for March 21 - 28, 2021 
 
Sunday, March 21, 2021 
  9:30 am – In-person and Remote, Live-Streamed Worship at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
  10:30 am – FaithFlix Movie Discussion – “One Night in Miami” 
 
Monday  No Events Scheduled 
   
Tuesday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Wednesday 10:30 am – In-person and Remote, Live-Streamed Worship at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
  11:15 am – Preacher’s Bible Study 
     
Thursday 6:00 pm – Child Enrichment via Zoom 
  7:30 pm – Faith Enrichment via Zoom – In Sure and Certain Hope of the Resurrection  
  
Friday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Saturday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Palm Sunday, March 28, 2021 
  9:30 am – In-Person and Remote, Live-Streamed Worship at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
 
Sunday Worship Texts 
Sunday, March 21 Worship Text:  Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 5:5-10; John 12:20-33 
Sunday, March 28 Worship Text:  Isaiah 50:4-9a; Philemon 2:5-11; Mark 14:1-15:47 
 

For mobile giving options, scan code below with your phone’s camera or go to http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212    614-486-9433 phone/fax 
       email@engagedbygrace.org  


