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THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

March 7, 2021           
PRELUDE                                           
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, 
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power 
of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 
OPENING HYMN                                                     Be Thou My Vision                                             Hymn 793 
 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 
thou my best thought both by day and by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 
 
Light of my soul, after victory won, may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Let us pray, Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. Keep 
us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 



LESSON                                                          Exodus 20:1-17 
 

1God spoke all these words: 
  2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 
3you shall have no other gods before me. 
  4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or 
that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or 
worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, 
to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the 
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
  7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit 
anyone who misuses his name. 
  8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10But the 
seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your 
daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days 
the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore 
the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
  12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your 
God is giving you. 
  13You shall not murder. 
  14You shall not commit adultery. 
  15You shall not steal. 
  16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
  17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or 
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION stand 
 

Glory and praise to you, O Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
GOSPEL                                               John 2:13-22 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 2nd chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found people 
selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, 
he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the 
money changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these 
things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was 
written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show 
us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 
20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it 
up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, 
his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus 
had spoken. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 



SERMON                                                               1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God. 19For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart." 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of 
the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness 
of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger 
than human strength. 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many 
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 
weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing 
things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for 
us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, "Let the one who 
boasts, boast in the Lord." 

                                                                           
HYMN OF THE DAY                                   Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth                       Hymn 727 
 

Lord Christ, when first you came to earth, upon a cross they bound you, 
and mocked your saving kingship's worth by thorns with which they crowned you. 
And still our wrongs may fashion now new thorns to pierce that steady brow, 
and robe of sorrow round you. 
 
New advent of the love of Christ, will we again refuse you, 
till in the night of hate and war we perish as we lose you? 
From ancient doubts our minds release to seek the kingdom of your peace, 
by which alone we choose you. 
 
O wounded hands of Jesus, build in us your new creation; 
our pride is dust, our vaunt is stilled; we wait your revelation. 
O Love that triumphs over loss, we bring our hearts before your cross; 
come, finish your salvation. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS        
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     Response: hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERING              Collected at the door or www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 



LITURGY OF THE MEAL 
  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.    We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide… both now and forever.  Amen. 

 
LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION  
 
BLESSING    
 
 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.  Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN                                                 Lift High the Cross                                                  Hymn 660 
 

Refrain: Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 
Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain 
 
Led on their way by this triumphant sign, The hosts of God in conquering ranks combine. Refrain 
 
All newborn servants of the Crucified bear on their brows the seal of him who died. Refrain 
 
O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee. Refrain 
 
So shall our song of triumph ever be: praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 

 
BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
  

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus.  Amen. 
 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Go in peace. Remember the poor.  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE       
 
Chancel flowers today are given by Genie Craven’s children in honor of her birthday.    
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