
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	February	14	-	21,	2021	

	

 
 

Our Sunday Schedule  
  9:30 am – In-Person Worship with Communion and Remote, Live-Streamed Worship  
 
New Ministry Opportunities  
In-person Worship Resumes  
9:30am, Sunday, February 14 
Since the Franklin County Board of Health lifted its Stay-at-Home pandemic advisory as of last Saturday, 
Holy Trinity will resume in-person worship with a single service at 9:30am this Sunday, February 14. 
Since pivoting before the holidays to online worship only, we’ve been building a regular following of 
more than 100 views at the same time each week. We are hoping to maintain and even extend that sense 
of community with everyone worshiping at the same time whether at church, at home or on the road.  We 
have a safe-distanced seating capacity in the sanctuary of 100 persons, and we’ll add another worship 
time once we approach that number of worshippers.  
 

We will again be celebrating Holy Communion on Sunday mornings now that the community will be 
gathering together.  We will also serve communion in the parking lot after each service for any who 
would like to drive up to receive it that way. 
 

All other Holy Trinity ministry groups can decide for themselves whether to meet in-person or remotely 
going forward.  Please contact Pastor Steve with any questions about getting access to the building.  The 
same pandemic-safe protocols for facial coverings and safe distance continue to apply for all activities at 
the church. 
 
Ash Wednesday Worship 
10:30am & 7:00pm, Wednesday, February 17 
Ash Wednesday worship services will be conducted simultaneously in-person and online at 10:30am and 
7:00pm, Wednesday, February 17.  As you enter the sanctuary before worship, individual cups of ash 
moistened with baptismal oil will be available alongside the individual sets of communion elements.  We 
will conduct both the imposition of ashes and Holy Communion individually from our seats.  Cups of 
ashes and communion elements will also be available in the parking lot for 30 minutes after each service 
for any who would like to receive them in that manner. 
 
Midweek Good News in Lent 
Jesus Brings God’s Kingdom Near our Outreach Partners 
10:30am Wednesdays, February 24 - March 24 
 

For our midweek Lenten reflections in 2021, each of these five Outreach Partners will share a Daily Dose 
of Good News about the work Jesus is doing to bring near God’s kingdom through their ministry, even 
during these days of pandemic: 



• First English Lutheran Church 
• Habitat for Humanity 
• Jacob’s Porch 
• Lutheran Social Services of Central Ohio 
• Trinity Lutheran Seminary 

 
Wrapped in a service of confession, prayers and music, in-person and online at 10:30am on Wednesdays 
during Lent, we will present a 5-10 minute video message from a different Outreach Partner each week, 
celebrating the ministry we share together with them in their particular context.  The service will be 
available to stream from the website after that at any point throughout the day.  
 

Staff is also interested to know whether anyone would be interested to worship in-person at 7:00pm on 
Wednesdays, and if so, is prepared to present a second service at that time as well.  Please register your 
interest with Laura, Josh, Vicar Sara or Pastor Steve.  
 
Annual Meeting in Parking Lot - 10:30am, Sunday, February 14  
Council has rescheduled the Annual Meeting for 10:30am, February 14, due to the inclement weather that 
took place on Sunday, January 31.  The meeting on February 14 will likewise be conducted in the church 
parking lot with sound broadcast on FM 101.5 via a portable FM transmitter so everyone can safely 
participate from their cars.  We’ll even share a pandemic-safe Valentine for all in attendance! 
 

You can again help us secure a quorum of 50 voting members by registering on the website: 
http://www.engagedbygrace.org/annual-meeting-in-the-parking-lot-sunday-february-14/ 
A copy of the annual report can be viewed or downloaded at the same place. 
 

Thank you for your attention to these important matters. We pray you and your family continue to be safe 
and well in these trying times.  
 

Yours in Christ,  
Mike Christman, Council President; Steve Wachtman, Pastor; Sara Wunsch, Vicar  
 
Did You Know? 
February’s devotions in the Portals of Prayer series are focusing on Black History Month.  There are 
many early 20th century points of history and interactions between blacks and Lutherans: 
        02/05 - B.T. Washington and Rev. C.F. Drewes 
        02/08 - Lutheran churches in Alabama 
        02/18 - Dr. Michael King Sr.'s name change 
There are many more references throughout the month, highlighting black women such as Rosa Young 
and Fannie Steel.  Quarterly Portals of Prayer devotional booklets, as well as Word in Season, are 
available for pickup at the Information Center at church.  If you would like to have one mailed to your 
home, please contact the church office at 614-486-9433 or laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org . 
 
Reflections on Race  
In honor of Black History Month, and hopefully long after February, members of the Racial Justice 
Ministry Team are sharing their personal experiences with race. This week, Sharon Hamersley writes a 
follow-up to Sue Eubanks’ article on the Columbus City Schools and shares her own reflection on 
“Why we chose to buy a house in the Columbus School District” 
 

Back in 1986 when our son Ben was about 3, we started seriously considering buying a house since he 
would be starting school in a few years. So – where to buy? There were many nice neighborhoods with 
good schools in the suburbs around Columbus. And there was Columbus…with many question marks 
about the recent desegregation order and how that was working, or not. 
 

We wanted something that was a reasonable commute to our work, and convenient to Ben’s daycare until 
he started school. Beyond that, one of our core family values has always been to respect all people no 
matter their race, religion, ethnicity, or social status. So, it was important to mirror these values in our 
choice of schools for Ben. In the school district we chose, would he be exposed to kids who did not look 
like him, and were not of the same socioeconomic status? At the time, most suburban schools were 



mostly White, and the students were from middle-class or upper-class families. So, the “obvious” choice 
for us was to buy a house in the Columbus City School district, where our son would interact with many 
different students from all racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic statuses. 
 

Sounds like we were, as they say now, “woke.” But honestly, as I reflect on this many years later, our 
White privilege was showing in this decision. Why? Because we truly had a choice. As Sue mentioned, 
resources were very unevenly allocated among schools, and those in the (mostly) White neighborhoods 
were much better off in terms of buildings and resources. To this day, there are actually two districts in 
Columbus City Schools, the “haves” and the “have-nots.” By strategically purchasing a house in the 
“haves” part of the city, we could ensure our son got a good education, while meeting our goal of 
teaching him about respect for all. Sadly, for families who live in the “have-nots” neighborhoods, the only 
way to ensure their children get a good education is to enter the lottery for the limited seats in the “haves” 
schools that are open to anyone living in the district. White privilege at work? Definitely, in our case. 
 

To be sure, we don’t regret the decision we made. We think it laid a great foundation for Ben to 
understand the advantages he had that many of his classmates did not. As an adult, he is definitely a 
champion of diversity and economic justice for all. What is really needed however is a focused effort to 
make every school in the District a “haves” school.  
 
 

The “Just” Wisdom of Elders 
Faith Enrichment Series for Black History Month 
 

The Racial Justice Ministry Team invites your participation in our Faith Enrichment Series for Black 
History Month.  We are uniquely blessed to be able to share and engage with the stories of two people 
with extensive experience in the ongoing Civil Rights struggle over many decades. 
 

Did you know that Pastor Dave Markowich actually marched with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.? Join us for 
two informative video interviews to learn more about his experiences as an active participant in the Civil 
Rights movement in the 1960’s and his ongoing commitment to racial justice.  Each session will include 
an opportunity to engage in discussion – what connects us to Dave’s story, how does it extend our own 
learning, and how does it challenge us to act? 
 

We have also invited Vicar Sara’s friend Beryl Anderson-West to share her experiences working with 
Rosa Parks as her Director of International Communications. Beryl was also the first Black TV reporter 
for the U.S. Supreme Court press corps, and she has produced and anchored her own TV shows.  Her 
direct connection to one of the heroes of the Civil Rights movement allows us to engage with history in 
real time.  Like the interviews with Pastor Dave, there will be an opportunity to engage in discussion 
about what that history might mean for us today. 
 

The sessions are not limited to adults.  School-age children, especially young adults, may find this activity 
particularly relevant since they will likely have assignments related to Black History Month. 
 

We will meet on Zoom at the link below.  The schedule is as follows (starting each Thursday at 7:30): 
- Thursday February 4th & 11th: Pastor Dave 
- Thursday February 18th & 25th: Beryl Anderson-West. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5931525374 
Meeting ID: 593 152 5374 
See you there! 
 
Stewardship Corner 
It is God’s plan for us to give.  Giving is not an option.  Jesus said, “Freely you have received, freely 
give” (Matthew 10:8).  In our giving, we express our gratitude for all that God has done and gives to us.  
You see, whether or not our church needs our money, we have a purpose and a need to give.  Paul wrote, 
“On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a certain sum of money in keeping with 
one’s income...” (I Corinthians 16:2).  We are to give on a regular basis as we are blessed.  People filled 
with God’s wisdom will give their best to the Lord.  For more information about stewardship, please 
contact Max Buban at 614-771-8594 or maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net. 



News of Invite Ministries  
New Prayer Concerns: 
Phillip Jones, brother of Janet Benedict, recently diagnosed with bladder cancer 
Ken Doolittle, anticipating surgery on February 23 related to his previous back surgery 
Lauren Kochheiser, daughter of Kris and Phil Kochheiser, diagnosed with COVID-19 
The family of Floyd Schafer, uncle of Mary Jane Neiman, who died last week 
Charlene Wilson, sister of Carl Peterson, at home recovering from COVID and pneumonia 
Miriam Ruff, friend of Shirley Boyd, recovering from a fall 
Nancy Case, friend of Sue Eubanks, being treated for cancer 
Sue Ferguson, recovering from a fall 
Alice Larrimer, undergoing physical therapy following multiple hip surgeries 
Miriam Ringquist, recovering at home from surgery 
 

Removed from the Prayer List: 
Katya Brodbeck, wife of Josh Brodbeck, recovered from oral surgery 
 
Altar Flowers 
Signup sheets are now available for 2021 altar flower memorials and dedications. You can make a flower 
dedication by contacting the church office at 614-486-9433 or laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org.  The 
cost is $30.  Checks, electronic drafts, or credit card payments can be made payable to Holy Trinity with 
“flowers” noted in the memo line.  Thank you for supporting this ministry! 
 
News of Embrace Ministries 
2021 Giving Envelopes 
Offering envelopes for 2021 have arrived.  You may pick them up at church on Sunday, February 14 at 
the annual meeting.  Or if you prefer, you may contact the church office at 614-486-9433 or 
laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org if you would like your envelopes mailed to your home. 
 
God is Our Refuge and Strength 
Capital Campaign Update 
For the sake of replenishing reserves after repairing the roof, paying down mortgage principle on the new 
sanctuary and establishing a memorial garden on the church property, we have to date received 68 
responses offering prayers and input to memorial garden planning, along with $569,600 in pledges toward 
our baseline goal of $425,000.  Reaching our stretch goal of $620,000 would pay off our mortgage in 
full.  Pledges and contributions will continue to be received throughout the campaign.  If you have 
questions, please contact Financial Secretary Dan Perry at 567-208-8962 or panddperry@gmail.com. 
 
News of Empower Ministries 
First English Breakfast Ministry 
Holy Trinity’s next opportunity to prepare and serve breakfast for our friends at First English Lutheran 
Church is Sunday, February 28.  We feed about 65-75 people each Sunday. All items should be cooked, 
hot and ready to eat. They can be delivered Sunday, February 28 to Holy Trinity by 8am or brought to 
First English, 1015 E Main St, 43205, by 8:15. We serve at 8:30am. You can signup to help at this 
link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080948aaad28a57-first8. Volunteers need to arrive between 8-
8:15am.  If you have questions, please call/text Becky 614-638-8170 or Jeff Warnement 614-578-6179.  
 
Habitat for Humanity Update 
The roof is on and building has resumed at the Northwest Partnership Habitat home located at 1517 
Republic Avenue in Linden but under COVID-19 restrictions.  The crew works on Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings as well as Saturdays.  They would love volunteers, but everyone must first pre-register with 
Benson Ross at detailsdetails96@gmail.com or John Fisher at Fisher1809@hotmail.com before coming to 
the site.  Plans for the coming days include installation of windows and doors.  Saturday’s shift will likely 
be canceled due to the low temps.  Please contact Benson Ross with questions or for more information. 



 
Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for February 14 - 21, 2021 

 
 
Sunday, February 14, 2021 
  9:30 am – In-person and Remote, Live-Streamed Worship at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
  10:30 am – Annual Meeting in the Parking Lot   
  12:00 pm – Confirmation 
  7:00 pm - Confirmation 
 
Monday  Church Office Closed – President’s Day 
  7:30 pm – Racial Justice Ministry Team   
   
Tuesday  7:00 pm – Habitat for Humanity Steering Team 
 
Ash Wednesday 10:30 am – In-person and Remote, Live-Streamed Worship at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
  11:30 am – Preacher’s Bible Study 
     
Thursday 6:00 pm – Child Enrichment via Zoom 
  7:30 pm – Faith Enrichment – The “Just” Wisdom of Elders via Zoom  
  
Friday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Saturday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Sunday, February 21, 2021 
  9:30 am – In-Person and Remote, Live-Streamed Worship at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
 
 
 
Sunday Worship Texts 
Sunday, February 14 Worship Text:  2 Kings 2:1-12; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 
Sunday, February 21 Worship Text:  Genesis 9:8-17; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 
 
 
The Holy Trinity Staff: 
Pastor:  Steve Wachtman (steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org )  
Vicar:  Sara Wunsch (sara.wunsch@engagedbygrace.org ) 
Preschool:  Nancy VanFossen (nancy.vanfossen@engagedbygrace.org)   
Administrator:  Laura Hudson (laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org )  
Minister of Music:  Joshua Brodbeck (joshua.brodbeck@engagedbygrace.org)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For mobile giving options, scan code below with your phone’s camera or go to http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212    614-486-9433 phone/fax 
       email@engagedbygrace.org  


