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February 28, 2021           
PRELUDE                                           
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, 
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power 
of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 
OPENING HYMN                                             My Faith Looks Up to Thee                                          Hymn 759 
 

My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine!  
Now hear me while I pray, take all my guilt away, oh, let me from this day be wholly thine! 
 
May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire; 
as thou hast died for me, oh, may my love to thee pure, warm, and changeless be, a living fire! 
 
When ends life's transient dream, when death's cold, sullen stream shall o'er me roll; 
blest Savior, then, in love fear and distrust remove; oh, bear me safe above, a ransomed soul! 

 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Let us pray, O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be 
for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and 
loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



FIRST LESSON                                               Genesis 17:1-8, 15-16 
 

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, "I am God 
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me and you, and 
will make you exceedingly numerous." 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4"As for me, 
this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your 
name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of 
nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from 
you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 8And I will 
give to you, and to your offspring after you, the land where you are now an alien, all the land of Canaan, 
for a perpetual holding; and I will be their God." 
15God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her 
name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise 
to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her." 

 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 22:23-31 
 

 23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 
  Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel. 
 24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the LORD‘s face 
        hidden from them; but when they cry out, the LORD hears them. 
 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!  
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
  who rules over the nations. 
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 
 30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION stand 
 

Glory and praise to you, O Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
GOSPEL                                               Mark 8:27-38 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 8th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his 
disciples, "Who do people say that I am?" 28And they answered him, "John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; 
and still others, one of the prophets." 29He asked them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter answered 
him, "You are the Messiah." 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 
31Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.32He said all this 
quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his 



disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things.” 
  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what 
will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for 
their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON                                                                               
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                        Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said                            Hymn 667 
 

"Take up your cross," the Savior said, "if you would my disciple be; 
forsake the past, and come this day, and humbly follow after me." 
 
Take up your cross; let not its weight pervade your soul with vain alarm; 
his strength shall bear your spirit up, sustain your heart, and nerve your arm. 
 
Take up your cross and follow Christ, nor think till death to lay it down; 
for those who humbly bear the cross one day will wear the glorious crown. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS        
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     Response: hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERING              Collected at the door or www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 
 

LITURGY OF THE MEAL 
  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.    We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide… both now and forever.  Amen. 



LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION  
 
BLESSING    
 
 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.  Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN                                              Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty                                  Hymn 777 
 

"Come to me, all pilgrims thirsty; drink the water I will give. 
If you knew what gift I offer, you would come to me and live." 
 
Refrain 
Jesus, ever flowing fountain, give us water from your well. 
In the gracious gift you offer there is joy no tongue can tell. 
 
"Come to me, believers burdened; find refreshment in this place. 
Come, receive the gift I offer, turn to me and seek my face." Refrain 
 
"Come to me, distressed and needy; I would be your trusted friend. 
Come and seek the gift I offer, come, your open hands extend." Refrain 
 
"Come to me, abandoned, orphaned; lonely ways no longer roam. 
Come and take the gift I offer, let me make in you my home." Refrain 

 
BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
  

The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Go in peace. Remember the poor.  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE       
 
Chancel flowers today are given to the Glory of God.    
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