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THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 

February 14, 2021           
PRELUDE                                           

OPENING HYMN                              Christ, Whose Glory Fills The Skies                                             Hymn 553 

 Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true and only light, 
 Sun of  righteousness, arise, triumph o'er the shades of  night; 
 Dayspring from on high, be near; Daystar, in my heart appear. 

 Dark and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by thee; 
 joyless is the day's return, till thy mercy's beams I see, 
 till they inward light impart, glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 

 Visit then this soul of  mine, pierce the gloom of  sin and grief; 
 fill me, radiancy divine, scatter all my unbelief; 
 more and more thyself  display, shining to the perfect day. 

GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

This is the feast of  victory for our God.  Alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of  God. 
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his. 

This is the feast of  victory for our God.  Alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of  God and join in the hymn of  all creation: 
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of  victory for our God, 
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  Alleluia. Alleluia. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray, Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us agents of  
your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made known to the ends of  your creation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

LESSON                                                           2 Kings 2:1-13 

Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal.  Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel." But 
Elisha said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself  live, I will not leave you." So they went down to 



Bethel.  The company of  prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, "Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?"  He said, "Yes, I know; keep silent.”   
 Elijah said to him, "Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho." But he said, "As the 
LORD lives, and as you yourself  live, I will not leave you." So they came to Jericho.  The company of  
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, "Do you know that today the LORD 
will take your master away from you?" And he answered, "Yes, I know; be silent." 
 Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan." But he said, "As the 
LORD lives, and as you yourself  live, I will not leave you." So the two of  them went on.  Fifty men of  
the company of  prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan.  Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to 
the one side and to the other, until the two of  them crossed on dry ground. 
 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, "Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken 
from you." Elisha said, "Please let me inherit a double share of  your spirit." 10He responded, "You have 
asked a hard thing; yet, if  you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if  not, it will 
not."  As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of  fire and horses of  fire separated the two of  
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven.  Elisha kept watching and crying out, "Father, 
father! The chariots of  Israel and its horsemen!" But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces.  He picked up the mantle of  Elijah that had fallen from him, 
and went back and stood on the bank of  the Jordan. 

Word of  God, Word of  Life.  Thanks be to God. 

HYMN                                                          Christ, Be Our Light                                                     Hymn 715 

 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world to see. 

 Refrain 
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. Make us your living voice.    Refrain 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? Alleluia. You have the words of  eternal life.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

GOSPEL                                               Mark 8:27-9:9 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 8th and 9th chapters.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of  Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, 
"Who do people say that I am?"  And they answered him, "John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still 
others, one of  the prophets."  He asked them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter answered him, 
"You are the Messiah."  And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 
 Then he began to teach them that the Son of  Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by 
the elders, the chief  priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.  He said all this 
quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  But turning and looking at his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things." 
 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If  any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their life will 



lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of  the gospel, will save it.  For what will 
it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?  Indeed, what can they give in return for their 
life?  Those who are ashamed of  me and of  my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of  them 
the Son of  Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of  his Father with the holy angels.” 
And he said to them, "Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they 
see that the kingdom of  God has come with power." 
 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, 
by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no 
one on earth could bleach them.  And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with 
Jesus.  Then Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for 
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah."  He did not know what to say, for they were terrified.  Then a 
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, "This is my Son, the Beloved listen to 
him!"  Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.  As they 
were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after 
the Son of  Man had risen from the dead.  

The Gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                                         2 Corinthians 4:3-6      

Even if  our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.  In their case the god of  this world 
has blinded the minds of  the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of  the gospel of  the glory 
of  Christ, who is the image of  God.  For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord 
and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. It is the God who said, “Let light shine out of  darkness,” who 
has shone in our hearts giving the light of  the knowledge of  the glory of  God in the face of  Jesus Christ. 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                      Christ, Be Our Light                                                     Hymn 715 

 Longing for food, many are hungry.  Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, shared until all are fed.  Refrain 

 Refrain 
Christ, be our light!  Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness.  Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, signs of your kingdom come.    Refrain 

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS        

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     Response: hear our prayer. 

OFFERING             Collected at the door or www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

LITURGY OF THE MEAL 
  

GREAT THANKSGIVING PRAYER 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of  life:  Blessed are you for the birth of  creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.  Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.  Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of  sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of  me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of  faith:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of  grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of  peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of  Israel, Word of  God incarnate, 
Power of  the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Save us from the time of  trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

COMMUNION & BLESSING                    As directed by the Presiding Minister 

CLOSING HYMN                                                In Thee Is Gladness                                                   Hymn 867 

 In thee is gladness amid all sadness, Jesus, sunshine of  my heart. 
 By thee are given the gifts of  heaven, thou the true redeemer art. 
 Our souls thou wakest; our bonds thou breakest.  Who trusts thee surely has built securely   
 and stands forever: Alleluia! 
 Our hearts are pining to see thy shining, dying or living, to thee are cleaving; 
 naught can us sever: Alleluia! 

 Jesus is ours! We fear no powers, not of  earth or sin or death. 
 He sees and blesses in worst distresses; he can change them with a breath. 
 Wherefore the story tell of  his glory with heart and voices; all heav'n rejoices 
 in him forever: Alleluia! 
 We shout for gladness, triumph o'er sadness, love him and praise him and still shall raise him  
 glad hymns forever: Alleluia! 

BLESSING, DISMISSAL & POSTLUDE 
  

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.      

Chancel flowers today are given by Genie Craven to the Glory of  God and in loving memory of  her 
husband Don Craven. 
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