
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	January	10	-	17,	2021	

	

 
 

Our Sunday Schedule  
  9:30 am – Remote, Live-Streamed Worship  
 
New Ministry Opportunities  

A Daily Dose of Good News for Thursday, January 7, 2021 
Pastor Steve’s devotion is offered at https://youtu.be/i6GfGWszCOo 

You can discuss this devotion with Pastor Steve at steve.wachtman@me.com 
  

Ascribe to the Lord, you heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness. 

The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, 
The Lord thunders over the mighty waters. 

The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is majestic. 
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon. 

He makes Lebanon leap like a calf, Sirion like a young wild ox. 
The voice of the Lord strikes with flashes of lightning. 

The voice of the Lord shakes the desert; the Lord shakes the Desert of Kadesh. 
The voice of the Lord twists the oaks and strips the forests bare. 

And in his temple all cry, “Glory!” The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; 
The Lord is enthroned as King forever. 

The Lord gives strength to this people; the Lord blesses his people with peace.  (Psalm 29) 
 
Resilience Amid Turmoil  
The halls, which for nearly 250 years now,  
Have housed the longest continuous democracy on earth 
Were unlawfully breached yesterday, 
And images of the event broadcast throughout the day were 
Horrifying … disorienting … enraging … embarassing … sad  
 
My thoughts and prayer took me  
To those who through the years 
Have risked so much for the sake of that democracy 
Especially those who have sacrificed all. 
 
To all other democracies around the world 
Which look to our American democracy 
As the mast to which their own is tethered. 
 



To those old and young throughout the country 
Gathered around screens to watch, coming to grips with 
The fragility of democracy we’ve long deemed secure … 
The vulnerability which accompanies our mistrust and hatred of others … 
And the bewilderment about what anyone … 
What we are going to do about it. 
And all those impressions were magnified, for me, 
By all the images of mistrust and hatred we’ve witnessed on our screens recently 
From the State Capitol of Michigan, Kenosha, Portland, Louisville, Minneapolis 
Earlier in DC and right here in Columbus. 
 
In that sense, I must admit  
That I did not find the events of yesterday to be surprising.  
And yet, upsetting as they are,  
Neither do I find those images decimating either ... because  
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;  
the Lord is enthroned as King forever.  
The Lord gives strength to his people;  
the Lord blesses his people with peace.  
 
And we know that promise has been kept  
In Jesus’ life of resilient self-giving love  
Through every opportunity and confrontation  
All of the tumult up to and through his death  
Until now his resilient self-giving love reigns supreme.  
 
So while our hearts may weep now for the shaken condition of our democracy  
Rightfully so ...  
And we may pray for it to survive and thrive again for another 250 years and more  
Rightfully so ...  
We may also demonstrate resilience.  
Resilience like that of the legislators who came back and completed their work by 3:41 this morning.  
 
And we may do so with confidence that the Lord’s resilience  
will always meet and exceed our own along the way.  
 
As the Apostle Paul declares 
in his letter to the church living in the tumult of Rome: 
 
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold 
his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will 
bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who 
died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will 
separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or peril, or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I 
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:31-35, 37-39)  
 
Amen  
 
 
 
 
 



Acts of the Apostles Chapters 2021 and On 
Adult Enrichment with Dr. Walter F. Taylor Jr. 
7:30pm, Thursdays, January 7, 14, 21, 28 
 

The pandemic of 2020-2021 has created challenges in every area of human life, including the church. In 
light of that reality, our class will explore together these and other questions: 
 What is the church? 
 What is a congregation? 
 What have we learned this past year about ourselves as believers and a church? 
 

A major resource will be the New Testament Book of Acts. From it we will look at how the early church 
handled its own challenges and how it spread the message of Jesus in the first decades of the church’s life. 
 

Join us for this presentation via Zoom at this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5931525374?pwd=VkRPMUJoTE9KKzRPaFVCOHA1U2Fadz09 
 
Thank You 
From the staff at Holy Trinity, thank you for the generous gifts you gave to us at Christmas.  It’s our 
privilege being partners with you in ministry and we look forward to continuing to serve together in 2021! 
 
American Red Cross Blood Drive 
Holy Trinity's Parish Health Ministry team, in conjunction with the American Red Cross, is sponsoring a 
blood drive at Holy Trinity on Thursday, January 14.  Many drives have been canceled in light of the 
COVID pandemic so all blood donations are welcome and appreciated.  To make an appointment, go 
to www.redcrossblood.org/give or call 1-800-RED CROSS.  Hope to see you there! 
 
Habitat for Humanity Update 
Building has resumed at the Northwest Partnership Habitat home located at 1517 Republic Avenue in 
Linden but under COVID-19 restrictions.  The crew works on Tuesday and Thursday mornings as well as 
Saturdays.  They would love volunteers, but everyone must first pre-register with Benson Ross at 
detailsdetails96@gmail.com or John Fisher at Fisher1809@hotmail.com before coming to the site.  Plans 
for the coming days include second floor exterior wall framing, installing basement stairway landing and 
second floor wall framing.  Please contact Benson Ross with questions or for more information.   
 
Stewardship Corner 
The old year is past, gone forever.  No one can go back in time.  No one can do what he/she should have 
done or undo what he/she shouldn’t have done.  All of us have regrets, and the Apostle Paul was no 
exception.  He offers us a new perspective, though.  He writes, “Forgetting what is behind and straining 
forward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus.”  Then he adds his counsel: “All of us who are mature should take such a 
view of things” (Philippians 3:13b-15).  For more information about stewardship, please contact Max 
Buban at 614-771-8594 or maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net. 
 
News of Invite Ministries  
New Prayer Concerns: 
Jeff, Becky, and Justin Warnment, diagnosed with COVID 
Sarah Meyers, daughter of Janet Maxwell, and Ryan Dunn, son of Janet Maxwell, dealing with COVID  
Alice Larrimer, recovering at First Community from multiple hip surgeries  
The family of Barbara Benson, sister of Chris Grabenstatter, who died last week 
The family of Marilyn Franck, friend of Shirley Boyd, who died at the end of December 
 
 
 
 
 



Altar Flowers 
Signup sheets are now available for 2021 altar flower memorials and dedications. You can make a flower 
dedication by contacting the church office at 614-486-9433 or laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org.  The 
cost is $30.  Checks, electronic drafts, or credit card payments can be made payable to Holy Trinity with 
“flowers” noted in the memo line.  Thank you for supporting this ministry! 
 
Poinsettias 
Given the current circumstances in the community, Holy Trinity purchased the poinsettias used to 
beautify our sanctuary on Christmas Eve.  If you would like a poinsettia for your personal use, please 
contact the church office at 614-486-9433 or laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org and a plant will be 
delivered to you in the coming days.  
 
News of Embrace Ministries 
Devotional Books 
Regular and large-print editions of Portals of Prayer are available to be picked up or mailed.  If you 
would like to receive a booklet, please contact the church office at laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org or 
614-486-9433.  Unfortunately, delivery of our copies of Word in Season has been delayed.  A new 
shipment should be arriving soon.  In the meantime, if you would like to receive an electronic edition of 
the daily devotions, please go to https://go.augsburgfortress.org/temporary-word-in-season-emails 
 
2021 Giving Envelopes 
Offering envelopes for 2021 have arrived.  You may pick them up at church in January when the stay 
home advisory expires.  Or if you prefer, you may contact the church office at 614-486-9433 or 
laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org if you would like your envelopes mailed to your home. 
 
God is Our Refuge and Strength 
Capital Campaign Update 
For the sake of replenishing reserves after repairing the roof, paying down mortgage principle on the new 
sanctuary and establishing a memorial garden on the church property, we have to date received 66 
responses offering prayers and input to memorial garden planning, along with $538,600 in pledges toward 
our baseline goal of $425,000.  Reaching our stretch goal of $620,000 would pay off our mortgage in 
full.  Pledges and contributions will continue to be received throughout the campaign.  If you have 
questions, please contact Financial Secretary Dan Perry at 567-208-8962 or panddperry@gmail.com. 
 
News of Empower Ministries 
Invitation from the Racial Justice Ministry Team: A Conversation We Can All Join 
Over the past few months, members and friends of Holy Trinity have engaged in some wonderful 
discussions around topics related to racial discrimination and bias, and we will continue to do so over the 
course of 2021. In January, we have the opportunity to join the entire Columbus community in a 
discussion of the book “Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You” hosted by several central Ohio library 
systems including Upper Arlington and Grandview Heights. Here’s the description from the Columbus 
Metropolitan Library website: 

This program is designed to cultivate conversations around race and social justice based upon the 
shared reading experience of the greater Columbus community. 
Through the reading of a singular book, the community can reflect together upon the institutional 
and systemic inequalities that have impacted our community and nation for far too long. 
The program will conclude with a free virtual author talk featuring Jason Reynolds on Sunday, 
January 24, 2021 at 4 pm. Watch for registration details soon. 

For details about the program, to view community discussions that have already taken place or to register 
for upcoming conversations, visit the Library’s website https://www.columbuslibrary.org/one-book. 
We encourage everyone to join this conversation – it is not an easy one, but necessary if we are serious 
about promoting equity and racial justice in our congregation and the broader community.  Please contact 
Vicar Sara at sara.wunsch@engagedbygrace.org if you have questions. 



 
Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for January 10 - 17, 2021 

 
 
Sunday, January 10, 2021 
  9:30 am – Remote, Live-Streamed Worship at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
 
Monday  No Events Scheduled 
   
Tuesday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Wednesday 10:15 am – Preacher’s Bible Study via Zoom 
  1:30 pm – WELCA Esther Circle II 
  7:00 pm – Church Council via Zoom 
     
Thursday 9:00 am – American Red Cross Blood Drive 
  6:00 pm – Child Enrichment via Zoom 
  7:30 pm – Adult Enrichment “Acts of the Apostles” via Zoom  
  
Friday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Saturday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Sunday, January 17, 2021 
  9:30 am – Remote, Live-Streamed Worship at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
 
Sunday Worship Texts 
Sunday, January 10 Worship Text:  Genesis 1:1-5; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11 
Sunday, January 17 Worship Text:  1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20), 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51 
 
 
The Holy Trinity Staff: 
Pastor:  Steve Wachtman (steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org )  
Vicar:  Sara Wunsch (sara.wunsch@engagedbygrace.org ) 
Preschool:  Nancy VanFossen (nancy.vanfossen@engagedbygrace.org)   
Administrator:  Laura Hudson (laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org )  
Minister of Music:  Joshua Brodbeck (joshua.brodbeck@engagedbygrace.org)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

For mobile giving options, scan code below with your phone’s camera or go to http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212    614-486-9433 phone/fax 
       email@engagedbygrace.org  


