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So Paul stood up and with a gesture began to speak: 
“You Israelites, and others who fear God, listen.  The God of this people Israel chose our 
ancestors and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm 
he led them out of it. For about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness.  After he had 
destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land as an inheritance for 
about four hundred fifty years. After that he gave them judges until the time of the prophet 
Samuel.  Then they asked for a king; and God gave them Saul son of Kish, a man of the tribe of 
Benjamin, who reigned for forty years.  When he had removed him, he made David their king. In 
his testimony about him he said, ‘I have found David, son of Jesse, to be a man after my heart, 
who will carry out all my wishes.’  Of this man’s posterity God has brought to Israel a Savior, 
Jesus, as he promised;  before his coming John had already proclaimed a baptism of repentance 
to all the people of Israel.  And as John was finishing his work, he said, ‘What do you suppose 
that I am? I am not he. No, but one is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of the 
sandals on his feet.’  (Acts 13:16-25) 

Names in the Story 

You friends in Christ and others who fear God, listen again! 
In the manner much the same of those  
who help prepare the way for a Savior 
Others have been called to share the good news he brings  
Mercy and forgiveness 
Justice and righteousness 
Reconciliation and hope 
Life and salvation. 

The epicenter of those messengers were the 12 disciples  
That he called to follow him in his earthly ministry: 
Peter and Andrew, James and John, Philip, Bartholomew and Matthew, Thomas,  
James son of Alphaeus, Simon called the Zealot, Judas son of James and Judas Iscariot 
Who after his death was replaced by Matthias. 



And then, of course, the first witnesses to the resurrection  
Were the women … according to the different gospels 
Some combination of Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James,  
Salome, Joanna and some other women. 

Then the likes Paul and Barnabas and Lydia and Timothy 
The likes of Augustine and Francis 
Catherine of Sienna and Julian of Norwich 
Martin Luther and John Calvin 
Mother Teresa 
Perhaps the parents who raised you (insert their names here please) 
The pastor and community of faith that raised you (say their names) 
Until now you, child of God, are claimed and sent 
To share the good news of Jesus’ 
Mercy and forgiveness 
Justice and righteousness 
Reconciliation and hope 
Life and salvation. 

In the malaise of these days and civic unrest 
God is giving us to support and encourage one another  
For the sake of that good news 
Anticipated for eons 
Enfleshed in Jesus 
Proclaimed now for ever, far and wide 
With you a key contributor (Say your name!)


