
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	December	13	-	20,	2020	

	

 
 
Our Sunday Schedule  
  9:30 am – Remote, Live-Streamed Worship  
 
New Ministry Opportunities  
O Holy Night! 
Christmas Worship Schedule 
As Jesus was born during a census across the “known world” of the Roman Empire 2000 years ago, this 
year we celebrate God’s incarnation at Jesus’ birth amid a pandemic across the “known world” today. 
Please worship with us for any of these opportunities: 
 

Christmas Week Family Devotions  
4pm, Friday, December 18 - 4pm, Wednesday, December 23 
Join us 4pm at the link below on the week leading up to Christmas for a reading from “The Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever” with a Christmas carol and prayers.  Thereafter the devotions are available to 
stream at your convenience from the church website. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5931525374?pwd=VkRPMUJoTE9KKzRPaFVCOHA1U2Fadz09 
 

Family Christmas Eve Remote Worship 
4pm, Thursday, December 24 
Join us at the link below for a Family Christmas service with music and worship leadership provided by 
children of the congregation, plus the Grand Finale of “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.”  Thereafter 
the service is available to stream at your convenience from the church website. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5931525374?pwd=VkRPMUJoTE9KKzRPaFVCOHA1U2Fadz09 
 

In-Person, Outdoor Worship 
5pm, 6pm, & 7pm, Thursday, December 24 
For the spiritual well-being of those who are interested, all are welcome to share in a 20-minute outdoor 
worship service in the parking lot at church.  Wearing masks and safe-distanced throughout, we will read 
the Christmas story, hear a short sermon, sing two carols including “Silent Night” by candlelight and pray 
for goodwill and peace for all. 
 

Lessons and Carols Remote Worship 
8pm, Thursday, December 24 
Join us at the link below for our live-stream worship of lessons and carols on Christmas Eve.  Make sure 
you grab a candle before the service so that you can share the Service of Light as we sing “Silent Night” 
together.  Thereafter the service is available to stream at your convenience from the church website. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5931525374?pwd=VkRPMUJoTE9KKzRPaFVCOHA1U2Fadz09 



Acts of the Apostles Chapters 2021 and On 
Adult Enrichment with Dr. Walter F. Taylor Jr. 
7:30pm, Thursdays, January 7, 14, 21, 28 
 

The pandemic of 2020-2021 has created challenges in every area of human life, including the church. In 
light of that reality, our class will explore together these and other questions: 
 What is the church? 
 What is a congregation? 
 What have we learned this past year about ourselves as believers and a church? 
 

A major resource will be the New Testament Book of Acts. From it we will look at how the early church 
handled its own challenges and how it spread the message of Jesus in the first decades of the church’s life. 
 

Join us for this presentation via Zoom at this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5931525374?pwd=VkRPMUJoTE9KKzRPaFVCOHA1U2Fadz09 
 
Election of New Church Council Members 
Having first contacted all persons nominated from the floor to serve on Council, the Nominating 
Committee presents these five persons for three-year terms on Church Council: 

• Chad Cucksey (second term) 
• Ashley Griffith (first term) 
• Janice Peterson (first term) 
• Doug Roberts (second term) 
• Nichole Wilhelm-Sanghavi (first term) 

 

Council moves that we affirm this slate with a single acclamation of the whole.  Be watching your US 
mail for a ballot and return envelope that is being provided for you to register your vote. 
 
Return to Remote Worship and Ministry Meetings 
In accord with the recent Franklin County Board of Health Advisory and on the recommendation of the 
Parish Health Team and staff, Church Council has decided that Holy Trinity will conduct all worship and 
ministry meetings remotely for 28 days through Friday, December 18.  While we are not legally 
prohibited from gathering in person, Council believes we can most faithfully promote the well-being of 
the community by helping to stem the increasing COVID infection rate and burdens on our medical staff 
and hospital systems in our local area, especially given all the meaningful ways that we can continue to 
worship and serve together from home. 
 

Church staff will live stream one worship service from the sanctuary for the whole congregation at 
9:30am on Sundays, November 22 – December 13, 2020 at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream. 
A recording of each service will be available to view online after that at www.engagedbygrace.org under 
the Online Worship tab.  Although the services will not include communion since the whole assembly 
will not be gathered, Pastor Steve and Vicar Sara are available to share communion at the doorstep of any 
who request it.  Plans are also in place to provide streaming worship on Christmas Eve, and live worship 
if possible given community health conditions at that time. 
 

While we will not be inviting anyone to leave their home for ministry activity over this period nor hosting 
any other group meetings at the church, Pastor Steve and Vicar Sara remain available for pastoral and 
spiritual care over the telephone, via zoom, and in person at church by appointment at safe distance with 
masks.  Congregational volunteers also stand ready to run errands for groceries and medications.  For 
assistance, please contact the Church Office at email@engagedbygrace.org or 614-486-9433. 
 

Friends in Christ, take heart!  These will be holidays like no other, except in this way:  Emmanuel - God is 
with us, and will see us through these circumstances … as God has done through every circumstance before 
… and will through every circumstance to come.  Jesus raised from the dead is our assurance of that.  
 

Yours in Christ, 
Mike Christman, President; Sara Wunsch, Vicar; Steve Wachtman, Pastor 
 



FaithFlix Movie Discussion – Sunday, December 20, 7pm 
FaithFlix will be hosted by the Racial Justice Ministry Team this month, and we'll be watching "Green 
Book", which ends with a holiday moment.  It won Oscars for Best Picture, Best Original Screenplay, 
and Best Supporting Actor in 2019, as well as winning the Golden Globe award for Best Motion Picture- 
Musical or Comedy.  It’s rated PG-13 so it could be a fun movie activity with your kids- whether those 
are recently returned college-aged, high school or potentially middle schoolers. 
 

Jeff & Becky Warnement will lead our movie discussion at 7pm on December 20th by Zoom only.  It’s 
an open invitation for all of us to talk about the movie together (and you can eat popcorn while you do)!  
And please, bring your kids to join too- we’d love to hear their thoughts and their perspective! 
 

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5931525374 
Meeting ID: 593 152 5374 
Passcode: 9685 
 
First English Breakfast Ministry 
Holy Trinity’s next opportunity to prepare and serve breakfast for our friends at First English Lutheran 
Church is Sunday, December 27.  We feed about 70-75 people each Sunday (numbers are down for the 
winter). All items should be cooked, hot and ready to eat. They can be delivered Sunday, December 27 
to Holy Trinity by 8am or brought to First English, 1015 E Main St, 43205, by 8:15. We serve at 8:30am. 
You can signup to help at this link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080948aaad28a57-first6 
Volunteers need to arrive between 8-8:15am.  If you have questions, please call/text Becky 614-638-8170 
or Jeff Warnement 614-578-6179. Thank you! 
 
Habitat for Humanity 
Building has resumed at the Northwest Partnership Habitat home located at 1517 Republic Avenue in 
Linden but under COVID-19 restrictions.  The crew works on Tuesday and Thursday mornings as well as 
Saturdays.  They would love volunteers, but everyone must first pre-register with Benson Ross at 
detailsdetails96@gmail.com or John Fisher at Fisher1809@hotmail.com before coming to the site.  Please 
contact Benson Ross with questions or for more information.   
 
Stewardship Corner 
Isn’t it amazing to think that “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us” (John 1:14)?  
Who are we that the Word Himself should come to this squalid world to live among us?  We are those He 
loves—loves so much that He would leave Heaven, would abase Himself, would suffer for us, would die 
for our sin, would rise so that we, too, can rise.  We are those who, in response to this great love, serve 
God in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness.  For more information about stewardship, 
please contact Max Buban at 614-771-8594 or maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net. 
 
News of Invite Ministries  
New Prayer Concerns: 
Alice Larrimer, undergoing hip surgery this week 
Miriam Ringquist, anticipating surgery on December 14 
Jenny Peters, recovering from neurological surgery this week 
Joanne Daykin, mother of Larry Daykin, who is nearing the end of life 
Marilyn Hodge, mother of Carolyn Hodge-Cramer, hospitalized with heart issues 
Mark Reger, nephew of Janet Maxwell's friend, diagnosed with colon cancer 
Michael Padgett, husband of First English Pastor Sally Padgett, hospitalized with issues related to cancer 
Pastor Sally Padgett's mother, undergoing surgery this week for a brain tumor 
The family of Betty Eberle, who died this week 
 
 
 
 



Poinsettias 
Given the current circumstances in the community, Holy Trinity will be purchasing the poinsettias used to 
beautify our sanctuary on Christmas Eve this year.  If you would like to receive one for your personal use 
after Sunday, January 3, please contact the church office at laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org or 614-
486-9433 and a plant will be delivered to you at that time.  
 
Altar Flowers 
Signup sheets are now available for 2021 altar flower memorials and dedications. You can sign up by 
contacting the church office at 614-486-9433 or laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org.  The cost is $30.  
Checks, electronic drafts, or credit card payments can be made payable to Holy Trinity with “flowers” 
noted in the memo line.  Thank you for supporting this ministry! 
 
News of Embrace Ministries 
God is Our Refuge and Strength 
Capital Campaign Update 
For the sake of replenishing reserves after repairing the roof, paying down mortgage principle on the new 
sanctuary and establishing a memorial garden on the church property, we have to date received 56 
responses offering prayers and input to memorial garden planning, along with $520,600 in pledges toward 
our baseline goal of $425,000.  Reaching our stretch goal of $620,000 would pay off our mortgage in 
full.  We will announce final results of all pledges received on Sunday, December 13, 2020.  If you have 
questions, please contact Financial Secretary Dan Perry at 567-208-8962 or panddperry@gmail.com. 
 
News of Empower Ministries 
Addressing Specific, Immediate Local Family Needs through Racial Justice Ministry Team 
As the Racial Justice Ministry Team continues to work with the congregation to explore and address long-
standing issues of racial injustice, we find that IMMEDIATE help in response to real needs in our local 
community is another meaningful way to learn and grow as well.  In particular, members of the RJMT are 
making worthwhile contributions through the three opportunities highlighted below and would invite 
other interested Holy Trinity friends to join them by contributing either through financial donations or 
shopping to help families in need during the Christmas giving season.  We recognize people have 
different interests, so want to give you some options to prayerfully consider. 
  
First English Clothing Ministry and/or Sanctuary Support – our sister congregation, where we serve 
breakfast once a month, serves families in one of the highest-need areas of Columbus.  They are 
especially in need of new or very-gently used gloves, blankets, men’s clothing and men’s shoes this 
holiday season, to be distributed to those in the community most in need.  In addition, First English has 
been providing sanctuary to Miriam Vargas and her two young daughters with special needs for over two 
years.  She is most in need of Kroger and Amazon gift cards as she is unable to leave the church.  If you 
are interested in supporting either of these ministries, please contact Becky Warnement 
(bwarnement124@gmail.com) to coordinate pick-up and delivery of items and/or gift cards.  You may 
also send a check to Holy Trinity with “RJMT – First English” in the memo line, and Becky will 
coordinate getting the money to First English. 
 
Adopt a Local Family in Need – Leslie Torres has been working closely with a Black family in need 
since 2006 through her association with Big Sisters.  The Biggers family includes Tyzarria (21), Stanly 
(19), Taijah (24) and her kids Shawn (6) and La’Niyah (3), and their grandma Pamela. Their mother 
passed away a few years ago and their father is not in the picture.  Leslie has worked with them to 
develop a Christmas list. If you are interested in supporting this family, please send items on their list to 
the Biggers family at 127 S Highland Avenue, Columbus, OH 43223 or contact Leslie (614-563-7321 or 
kochleslie15@gmail.com) directly, as she will be happy to arrange pick-up and delivery with you.  You 
may also send a check to Holy Trinity with “RJMT – Biggers Family Christmas” in the memo line, and 
Leslie will coordinate using the money to complete their list. 
 



• Pots & Pans (for 2 different homes) 
• Blankets (any type, any size) 
• Trains for 6 yr old boy 
• Babies & Legos for 3 yr old girl 
• Air pods 
• Apple Watch (used) 
• Gift Cards (Walmart, Amazon, Zappos for shoes 
•  

Habitat for Humanity Housewarming Gift – As a One-percent Outreach Partner, Holy Trinity donates 
1% of all offerings to Habitat for Humanity as part of the Northwest Partnership which is currently 
building a 5-bedroom house in the Linden area for a local Muslim family. Mohamed Mohamed and his 
wife Isha are hard-working parents of five children. Their oldest are teenagers: Abdifatah, (son, age 18) 
and Zainab (daughter, age 17). They have two twin daughters Sumeyah and Saadiya (age 9) and their 
youngest baby girl was born in June 2020. Mohamed works at Communications Test Design, Inc. and 
Isha works a seasonal job. The family cannot wait to move from their apartment into a more stable and 
safe place for their family. The house model is named “The Rachel” after the woman in the Bible.  While 
volunteer labor is currently on hold due to the pandemic, the standing construction crew has had to get 
creative during COVID-19, actually constructing walls in the parking lot of Habitat Restore, which can be 
delivered and installed when work resumes.  In addition to our regular cash donations, we also have the 
opportunity to provide a housewarming gift for the Mohamed family, to be presented at the wall-raising 
ceremony tentatively scheduled for the end of December. If you are interested in helping with this gift, 
please send a check to Holy Trinity with “RJMT – Habitat Housewarming” in the memo line, and the 
RJMT will coordinate an appropriate gift. 
 

The Racial Justice Ministry Team thanks you for whatever support you are able to offer to our neighbors 
of color in need during this especially challenging Christmas season. 
 

 

Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for December 13 - 20, 2020 
 
Sunday, December 13, 2020 
  9:30 am – Remote, Live-Streamed Worship at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
 

Monday  No Events Scheduled 
   

Tuesday  No Events Scheduled 
 

Wednesday 10:15 am – Preacher’s Bible Study via Zoom 
  7:00 pm – Church Council via Zoom 
     

Thursday 6:00 Child Enrichment via Zoom 
  

Friday  4:00 pm – Family Devotions  
 

Saturday  4:00 pm – Family Devotions 
 

Sunday, December 20, 2020 
  9:30 am – Remote, Live-Streamed Worship at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
  4:00 pm – Family Devotions 
  7:00 pm – FaithFlix Movie Discussion “Green Book” 
 
Sunday Worship Texts 
Sunday, December 13 Worship Text:  Isaiah 63:1-4, 8-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:26-38 
Sunday, December 20 Worship Text:  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 

 
 
 
 

For mobile giving options, scan code below with your phone’s camera or go to http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212    614-486-9433 phone/fax 
       email@engagedbygrace.org  


