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I. Introduc+on 

 Acts 28:30-31 
 “He [Paul] lived there [Rome] two whole years at his own expense and welcomed all who came 
to him, 31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all 
boldness and without hindrance.” 

I. Emmaus Road 
 Luke 23:53; 24:1, 11 

 24:13-17 
“Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 
While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but 
their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with 
each other while you walk along?’ They stood s\ll, looking sad.” 

 difficulty understanding > 9:45a, 18:34 
 24:17, “sad” >  skuqrwpo,j skythrōpos 

 24:18-24 
“Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?’ 19 He asked 
them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet 
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders 
handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was 
the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took 
place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this 
morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had 
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us 
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.’" 

 24:25-27 
“Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and 
then enter into his glory?’ 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to 
them the things about himself in all the scriptures.” 

 24:28-35 
“As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going 
on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day 
is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he 
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took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, ‘Were not our 
hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?’ 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the 
eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, 
and he has appeared to Simon!’ 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he 
had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.” 

  24:29, “stay” >  me,nw menō 
  the recogni\on scene 
  24:30 > see 22:19 

 24:49 
“’And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city un\l you 
have been clothed with power from on high.’"  

III. The Book of Acts: Introduc+on 
 Title: 
 a) shows no connec\on with volume 1 
 Luke 1:1-4 

“Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events that have been 
fulfilled among us, 2 just as they were handed on to us by those who from the beginning were 
eyewitnesses and servants of the word, 3 I too decided, aler inves\ga\ng everything carefully 
from the very first, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you 
may know the truth concerning the things about which you have been instructed.” 

Acts 1:1-5 
“In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 2 
un\l the day when he was taken up to heaven, aler giving instruc\ons through the Holy Spirit to 
the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 Aler his suffering he presented himself alive to them by 
many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of 
God. 4 While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for 
the promise of the Father. ‘This,’ he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; 5 for John bap\zed 
with water, but you will be bap\zed with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’" 

 b) not about all apostles; is Paul even an apostle in this document (1:21-22)? 

 c) chief actor is the Holy Spirit 

 d) acts pra,xeij prakseis occurs only one \me, in 19:18-19; refers to magical prac\ces 

 Author, date, genre: 
 a) anonymous; perhaps Luke the physician 
 b) 80s-90s 
 c) (ancient) popular history 

IV. Acts 1:8a—The Holy Spirit 
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 1:8  
 “’You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my  
witnesses.’”  

 Work of the Holy Spirit in Luke > 1:35; 3:22, 4:1, 14, 18; 11:13; 24:49 
 con\nues in Acts > 2:4; 4:8; 4:31; 9:31 

 the Spirit is a power 
  See also Rom 1:16 
  “power” >  du,namij  dynamis; see also 1 Thess 1:5 
 Acts 2:11 
 Acts 4:31, “boldness” >  parrhsi,a parrēsia; similar in 4:33 

 Acts 2:33 
“’Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, he [Jesus] has poured out this that you both see and hear.’” 

1) Praying for the Spirit 
 Rom 8:26 

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.” 

2) What languages do we need to know? 
 Lenny Duncan, Dear Church: A Love Le:er from a Black Preacher to the Whitest  
Denomina@on in the U.S.  

3) Spirit sets limits 
Acts 16:6-7 
“They went through the region of Phrygia and Gala\a, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit 
to speak the word in Asia. When they had come opposite Mysia, they aoempted to go into 
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them.” 

 Map on p. 4 is from Wright, N. T. Paul: A Biography. New York: HarperOne, 2018. 

4) Ini\a\ve for sending Spirit is God’s 
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V. Further Discussion, Ques+ons, Insights 

Week Three 
 Acts 1:8 > witnesses: both then and now 
    preaching (briefly) 
    conversa\on 
    conduct of lives 
 Congrega\ons > why organize the mission that way? 

Week Four 
 Ministry in context: flexibility and experiments in Acts including  
  Barriers to be crossed 

  racial 
  economic 

 Future of congrega\ons > other models? 
 What we have going for us 
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