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Introduc?on 

I. What have you missed about congrega?onal life during the pandemic? 

II. What challenges has our pastoral staff faced during the pandemic? 

III. What have been the advantages of the pandemic way of being church? 

IV. What in Lutheran Theology is the Church? 

 A. Lutheran Confessional documents 
  Mar?n Luther > October 31, 1517 
  Reforma?on theological and poli?cal 
   Holy Roman Empire 
   Luther excommunicated > January 3, 1521 
    Diet of Worms, Charles V 
    declared an outlaw 

   Diet of Augsburg called by Charles V 
    Luther did not aUend because of fear of arrest 
    Philip Melanchthon 
     Augsburg Confession, published June 25, 1530 
    
   Other documents added and published together on June 25, 1580, as The Book   
   of Concord 

   Charles V rejected the Augsburg Confession 
    La?n is Confessio Augustana 
    cf. Augustana Lutheran Church 

 B. Ar?cle VII of the Augsburg Confession 

“It is also taught among us that one holy Chris?an church will be and remain forever. 
This is the assembly of all believers among whom the Gospel is preached in its purity 
and the holy sacraments are administered according to the Gospel. For it is sufficient for 
the true unity of the Chris?an church that the Gospel be preached in conformity with a 
pure understanding of it and that the sacraments be preached in accordance with the 
divine Word. It is not necessary for the true unity of the Chris?an church that 
ceremonies, ins?tuted by men [human beings], should be observed uniformly in all 
places. It is as Paul says in Eph. 4:4, 5, ‘There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called to the one hope that belongs to your call, one Lord, one faith, one bap?sm.’” 

1. “… One holy Chris?an church will be and remain forever.” 
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2. The church is 
“the assembly of all believers among whom the Gospel is preached in its purity 
and the holy sacraments are administered according to the Gospel.” 

 Reflected in ELCA Cons?tu?on, 4.01: 
“The Church is a people created by God in Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
called and sent to bear witness to God’s crea?ve, redeeming, and sanc?fying 
ac?vity in the world.” 

3. “… among whom the Gospel is preached in its purity and the holy sacraments  
are administered according to the Gospel.” 
 Gospel = good news about Jesus = oral proclama?on / preaching of forgiveness / 
  jus?fica?on by grace 

 God communicates through God’s Word. Word of God in the Lutheran tradi?on  
• Jesus Christ is the Word of God (John 1:1, 14) 
• the message of and about Jesus is the Word of God (Rom 10:17) 
• the Scriptures, which we call the Bible, are the Word of God (John 20:31, 2 

Timothy 3:16) 

   See that paUern in the ELCA Cons?tu?on, Chapter 2, “Confession of Faith” 

   purity = same Gospel Jesus and his apostles proclaimed 

   contrast medieval Roman Catholicism 
    no priest, no church 
    pope → bishops → priest 
    the church is where there are priests 

  4. Where can we find unity in the church? 
“For it is sufficient for the true unity of the Chris?an church that the Gospel be 
preached in conformity with a pure understanding of it and that the sacraments 
be preached in accordance with the divine Word. It is not necessary for the true 
unity of the Chris?an church that ceremonies, ins?tuted by men [human 
beings], should be observed uniformly in all places.” 

ELCA na?onal conven?on adopted the statement, “Ecumenism: The Vision of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,” 1990 
 resulted in “full communion” 

“Full communion is when two denomina?ons develop a rela?onship based on a common 
confessing of the Chris?an faith and a mutual recogni?on of Bap?sm and sharing of the Lord’s 
Supper. This does not mean the two denomina?ons merge; rather, in reaching agreements, 
denomina?ons also respect differences. These denomina?ons worship together, may exchange 
clergy and also share a commitment to evangelism, witness and service in the world. Each en?ty 
agrees that even with differences, there is nothing that is church-dividing.” (www.elca.org; 
search for “full communion”) 

prac?cally speaking 
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• common confessing of the Chris?an faith 

• mutual recogni?on of Bap?sm and a sharing of the Lord's Supper, allowing for joint worship and 
an exchangeability of members 

• mutual recogni?on and availability of ordained ministers to the service of all, subject to the 
disciplinary regula?ons of other denomina?ons.  

• common commitment to evangelism, witness and service 

• means of common decision-making on cri?cal common issues of faith and life 

 ELCA’s full communion partners 

1997, the Presbyterian Church USA, the Reformed Church in America, and the United Church of 
Christ  

1999, the Episcopal Church and the Moravian Church 

2009, the United Methodist Church 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Chapter 2.  
CONFESSION OF FAITH 

2.01.  This church confesses the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
2.02.  This church confesses Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and the Gospel as the power of God for the 
 salva?on of all who believe.  

a. Jesus Christ is the Word of God incarnate, through whom everything was made and through 
whose life, death, and resurrec?on God fashions a new crea?on.  
b. The proclama?on of God’s message to us as both Law and Gospel is the Word of God, 
revealing judgment and mercy through word and deed, beginning with the Word in crea?on, 
con?nuing in the history of Israel, and centering in all its fullness in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ.  
c. The canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the wriUen Word of God. Inspired 
by God’s Spirit speaking through their authors, they record and announce God’s revela?on 
centering in Jesus Christ. Through them God’s Spirit speaks to us to create and sustain Chris?an 
faith and fellowship for service in the world.  

2.03.  This church accepts the canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the inspired  
Word of God and the authorita?ve source and norm of its proclama?on, faith, and life.  
2.04.  This church accepts the Apostles’, Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds as true declara?ons of the  
faith of this church.  
2.05.  This church accepts the Unaltered Augsburg Confession as a true witness to the Gospel,  
acknowledging as one with it in faith and doctrine all churches that likewise accept the teachings  
of the Unaltered Augsburg Confession.  
2.06.  This church accepts the other confessional wri?ngs in the Book of Concord, namely, the Apology  
of the Augsburg Confession, the Smalcald Ar?cles and the Trea?se, the Small Catechism, the  Large 
Catechism, and the Formula of Concord, as further valid interpreta?ons of the faith of the  Church.  
2.07.  This church confesses the Gospel, recorded in the Holy Scripture and confessed in the  
ecumenical creeds and Lutheran confessional wri?ngs, as the power of God to create and  sustain 
the Church for God’s mission in the world.  

www.elca.org 
search for ELCA Cons?tu?on 
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