
 
Ministry	Announcements	for	the	week	of	November	29	–	December	6,	2020	

	

 
 
Our Sunday Schedule  
 9:30 am – Remote, Live-Streamed Worship  
 
New Ministry Opportunities  
Return to Remote Worship and Ministry Meetings 
In accord with the recent Franklin County Board of Health Advisory and on the recommendation of the 
Parish Health Team and staff, Church Council has decided that Holy Trinity will conduct all worship and 
ministry meetings remotely for 28 days starting Friday, November 20.  While we are not legally 
prohibited from gathering in person, Council believes we can most faithfully promote the well-being of 
the community by helping to stem the increasing COVID infection rate and burdens on our medical staff 
and hospital systems in our local area, especially given all the meaningful ways that we can continue to 
worship and serve together from home. 
 

Church staff will live stream one worship service from the sanctuary for the whole congregation at 
9:30am on Sundays, November 22 – December 13, 2020 at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream. 
A recording of each service will be available to view online after that at www.engagedbygrace.org under 
the Online Worship tab.  Although the services will not include communion since the whole assembly 
will not be gathered, Pastor Steve and Vicar Sara are available to share communion at the doorstep of any 
who request it.  Plans are also in place to provide streaming worship on Christmas Eve, and live worship 
if possible given community health conditions at that time. 
 

While we will not be inviting anyone to leave their home for ministry activity over the next 28 days nor 
hosting any other group meetings at the church, Pastor Steve and Vicar Sara remain available for pastoral 
and spiritual care over the telephone, via zoom, and in person at church by appointment at safe distance 
with masks.  Congregational volunteers also stand ready to run errands for groceries and 
medications.  For assistance, contact the Church Office at email@engagedbygrace.org or 614-486-9433. 
 

Friends in Christ, take heart!  These will be holidays like no other, except in this way:  Emmanuel - God is 
with us, and will see us through these circumstances … as God has done through every circumstance before 
… and will through every circumstance to come.  Jesus raised from the dead is our assurance of that.  
 

Yours in Christ, 
Mike Christman, President 
Sara Wunsch, Vicar 
Steve Wachtman, Pastor 
 
 
 
 



God is Our Refuge and Strength 
Capital Campaign Update 
We are three weeks into our six-week God Is Our Refuge And Strength Capital Campaign for fiscal 
flexibility during uncertain and challenging times.  For the sake of replenishing reserves after repairing 
the roof, paying down mortgage principle on the new sanctuary and establishing a memorial garden on 
the church property, we have to date received 38 responses offering prayers and input to memorial garden 
planning, along with $433,900 in pledges toward our baseline goal of $425,000.  Reaching our stretch 
goal of $620,000 would pay off our mortgage in full.  We will announce final results of all pledges 
received on Sunday, December 13, 2020.  If you have questions, please contact Financial Secretary Dan 
Perry at 567-208-8962 or panddperry@gmail.com and he will connect you with the appropriate person. 
 
Council Seeking Nominations 
We are currently receiving nominations from the floor for the election of Council members to serve 3-year 
terms on Church Council.  All confirmed members of Holy Trinity are eligible to serve.  The election of 
Council members will be conducted by mail between December 6 – December 12, 2020. Nomination of 
candidates may be made by contacting Council President Mike Christman michael.d.christman@gmail.com, 
Pastor Steve Wachtman steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org, Director for Equipping Ministers Laura 
Hudson laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org or calling the church office at 614-486-9433. 
 
Christmas Basket Partnership with Boulevard Presbyterian 
Black Friday is today!  And tomorrow.  And the day after…  Christmas shopping looks a bit different this 
year and there are some great deals to be had!  As we look forward to our long-standing partnership with 
Boulevard Presbyterian, we’re rolling with the changes on how we can best help support families inside I-
270 for a merrier Christmas.  If you’re not familiar with the program, Boulevard Presbyterian works with 
local agencies on a list of recipients who will receive groceries and one toy for each child in the home in 
time for Christmas.  The pandemic has affected our community in so many ways and Boulevard 
Presbyterian is expecting even more requests for Christmas Baskets this year.  Please consider safely 
helping from the safety of your home. 
 

Online Toy Donations:  Simply order toys online and change the “ship to” address field to “Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus 43212.”  Walmart and Amazon have had some great 
steals, but anywhere you shop, you can have your donations shipped to Holy Trinity.  We’ll collect and 
get the toys over to Boulevard Presbyterian to be included in the baskets. 
 

Cash/Check Donations:  Easily mail cash or check to Holy Trinity marked for the Christmas Basket 
Program and the church staff will see that your donations are used to support the Christmas Basket 
ministry. 
 

Although we won’t be able to bake & decorate cookies this year, your family can still enjoy this service 
opportunity with toy or monetary donations by Sunday, December 5.  Barbies (especially the Career 
Barbies), Legos, super heroes and art supplies are always a hit.  Boulevard Presbyterian will pack up the 
boxes by scheduling volunteers and we’ll share that date when available.  As always, thank you for your 
generosity and flexibility as we provide our support from our homes this year. 
Questions – please call or text Denise Meyer (614-800-8872) or Karen Eicher (614-984-8071) 
 
Stewardship Corner 
It’s almost December and preparations for Christmas are underway.  Unfortunately, for some, this is a 
period of great stress, inadequate sleep, and too much busyness.  Is this what Advent is all about?  Jesus 
said, “Here I am!  I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 
come in and eat with him, and he with Me” (Revelation 3:20).  What a pleasant request!  Shut the door of 
the world.  Open the door of your heart.  Enjoy fellowship with Jesus!  For more information about 
stewardship, please contact Max Buban at 614-771-8594 or maxmbuban@sbcglobal.net. 
 
 



News of Invite Ministries  
New Prayer Concerns: 
Jim Wadley, uncle of Vicar Sara, undergoing heart surgery on Wednesday 
Gavin Larrimer, undergoing heart surgery on Tuesday 
Alice Larrimer, anticipating hip surgery soon 
Jack Rauch, at home recovering from a recent hospitalization  
The family of Jeff Snyder, extended family of the Wessells, who died last week 
 
Altar Flowers 
Signup sheets are now available for 2021 altar flower memorials and dedications. You can sign up by 
contacting the church office at 614-486-9433 or laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org.  The cost is $30.  
Checks, electronic drafts, or credit card payments can be made payable to Holy Trinity with “flowers” 
noted in the memo line.  Thank you for supporting this ministry! 
 
News of Embrace Ministries 
Spiritual Gifts and Talents 
Vicar Sara shared in a recent sermon how each person is uniquely gifted to help carry out God's work in 
their lives and community.  Through the use of these gifts or talents, we can show our love and give 
thanks to God while also helping to grow the body of Christ.  You can take an online assessment at 
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Spiritual-
Renewal/Assessment-Tools to help discover more about your spiritual gifts.  To explore ministry 
opportunities that would help utilize your gifts and talents, please contact Director for Equipping Minsters 
Laura Hudson at laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org or 614-486-9433. 
 
News of Empower Ministries 
Racial Justice Ministry News 
“Dear Church” book dialogue is back by popular demand; discussion topics welcomed! 
About 15 readers in our church family held a spirit-filled discussion November 9 of “Dear Church, A 
Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the U.S.” by Pastor Lenny Duncan. 
Since our dialogue opened thought on further topics, we’re holding a follow-up discussion on Monday, 
December 7 at 7:00 pm by Zoom. All are welcome, whether you’ve read the book or not.   
 
We also encourage you to email any potential questions to: Vicar Sara at  
sara.wunsch@engagedbygrace.org or Elizabeth Sammons at IamAntigone@att.net. 
 
We’re offering to enlarge the conversation ecumenically with other churches in the area who may have 
interested congregants, such as: Redeemer, Resurrection, Peace, Prince of Peace, Christ, Messiah, First 
English, Epiphany, Lord of Life, Bexley UMC & Zion.  
 
Elizabeth looks forward to continuing this respectful and safe-space discussion. While reading the book 
isn’t required for participation, below you’ll find ways to obtain it if you would like to. 

 • Augsburg Fortress (publishing house of the ELCA) – $16.99 

• Amazon Smile (support WPLC with part of your purchase) – $12.89 
• Audible (audio recording) – $12.99 
• Kindle – $9.99 
• Barnes&Noble – $14.99 
• Christianbook.com – $12.49 
• EbookUS Store – *E-book* $5.50 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Ministry Calendar at Holy Trinity for November 29-December 6, 2020 
 
Sunday, November 29, 2020  
  9:30 am – Remote, Live-Streamed Worship at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
 
Monday  No Events Scheduled 
   
Tuesday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Wednesday 10:15 am – Preacher’s Bible Study via Zoom 
  7:00 pm – WELCA Ruth Circle V 
     
Thursday 6:00 Child Enrichment via Zoom 
  
Friday  No Events Scheduled 
 
Saturday  9:30 am - Confirmation 
 
Sunday, December 6, 2020 
  9:30 am – Remote, Live-Streamed Worship at www.engagedbygrace.org/livestream 
  12:00 pm – Confirmation 
  4:00 pm – Concert (http://www.engagedbygrace.org/concerts-at-holy-trinity-live-stream/) 
  7:00 pm – Confirmation  
 
 
Sunday Worship Texts 
Sunday, November 29 Worship Text:  Isaiah 64:1-9; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37 
Sunday, December 6 Worship Text:  Isaiah 40:1-11; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8 
 
 
The Holy Trinity Staff: 
Pastor:  Steve Wachtman (steve.wachtman@engagedbygrace.org )  
Vicar:  Sara Wunsch (sara.wunsch@engagedbygrace.org ) 
Preschool:  Nancy VanFossen (nancy.vanfossen@engagedbygrace.org)   
Administrator:  Laura Hudson (laura.hudson@engagedbygrace.org )  
Minister of Music:  Joshua Brodbeck (joshua.brodbeck@engagedbygrace.org)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For mobile giving options, scan code below with your phone’s camera or go to http://www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 

 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus, OH 43212    614-486-9433 phone/fax 
       email@engagedbygrace.org  


