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When Joshua dismissed the people, the Israelites all went to their own inheritances to take 
possession of the land.  The people worshiped the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of 
the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great work that the Lord had done for Israel. 
Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died at the age of one hundred ten years.  So they 
buried him within the bounds of his inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, 
north of Mount Gaash.  Moreover, that whole generation was gathered to their ancestors, and 
another generation grew up after them, who did not know the Lord or the work that he had done 
for Israel. 

Then the Israelites did what was evil in the sight of the Lord and worshiped the Baals;  and they 
abandoned the Lord, the God of their ancestors, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt; 
they followed other gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were all around them, and 
bowed down to them; and they provoked the Lord to anger.  They abandoned the Lord, and 
worshiped Baal and the Astartes.  So the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he 
gave them over to plunderers who plundered them, and he sold them into the power of their 
enemies all around, so that they could no longer withstand their enemies.  Whenever they 
marched out, the hand of the Lord was against them to bring misfortune, as the Lord had warned 
them and sworn to them; and they were in great distress. (Judges 2:6-15) 

Footing of Faith 

The journey toward fulfilling God’s mission  
To bless all nations of the world 
Through the love of God and neighbor 
Is hardly a straight line. 

First articulated with the calling of Abraham and Sarah 
Through whom that mission was begun, 
And consummated in Jesus’ resurrection of the dead  
whereby we see God’s mission  
extending beyond the grave for all eternity, 
The journey of God’s people along that path 
Has been one, at times, of both more and less faith. 



The passage from Judges today illustrates  
The role that leadership can play in the faithfulness of the community 
As the people seem to lose their focus on God’s mission 
After Joshua had died and was no longer available to lead them. 

Earlier, the natural circumstances of a famine  
Created the context for God’s ruptured family to reconcile. 
Joseph, whose brothers had exiled him to Egypt out of jealousy, 
Was now in a position of authority to welcome his hungry family into this country 
Through a faithful gesture of forgiveness. 

Through the tumult of 40 years in the wilderness 
God cultivated faithfulness among his golden-calf-worshipping family members 
With the giving of the Word in the 10 commandments. 

And according to the witness of those  
who experienced Jesus resurrection from the dead, 
God’s mission to bless all nations was extended to all nations 
Beyond the heritage of a single holy nation 
To the community of all those who shared faith in Jesus. 

Then, too, in the 16th century a monk in Germany,  
With the technological help of the Gutenberg printing press, 
Shined a light on the waywardness of the church in his day 
That even now is drifting back together toward faithfulness  
In dialogs toward understanding and respect  
between Lutheran and Catholic Churches.  

The journey toward fulfilling God’s mission  
To bless all nations of the world 
Through the love of God and neighbor 
Is hardly a straight line. 

Friends in Christ, in these times of challenge and change, 
May we take comfort and encouragement 
That Jesus’ triumph over sin and death 
demonstrate that the way of that journey is sure, 
Being alert together for times when we go astray 
And for opportunities to regain our footing of faith along the way. 
Amen


