
HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

November 29, 2020 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

We are blessed to gather online as a community of faith far and wide. 
You will find the worship bulletin at www.engagedbygrace.org/bulletin. 

Offering may be contributed at www.engagedbygrace.org/offering. 



PRELUDE                                         Sleepers Wake, a Voice is Calling                                                 -J.S. Bach 
 
OPENING HYMN                          Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending                                            Hymn 435 

 
Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 

once for our salvation slain; 
thousand thousand saints attending 

join to sing the glad refrain: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Christ the Lord returns to reign. 
 

Now redemption, long-expected, 
comes in solemn splendor near; 
all the saints this world rejected 
thrill the trumpet sound to hear: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
See the day of God appear! 

 
Yea, amen, let all adore thee, 
high on thine eternal throne; 

Savior, take the pow'r and glory, 
claim the kingdom as thine own. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone! 

 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Let us pray, Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken 
us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your 
new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
LESSON                                                         Isaiah 64:1-9  

 

 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
 2as when fire kindles brushwood 
  and the fire causes water to boil— 
 to make your name known to your adversaries, 
  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
 4From ages past no one has heard, 



  no ear has perceived, 
 no eye has seen any God besides you, 
  who works for those who wait for him. 
 5You meet those who gladly do right, 
  those who remember you in your ways. 
 But you were angry, and we sinned; 
  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 
  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
 We all fade like a leaf, 
  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
 7There is no one who calls on your name, 
  or attempts to take hold of you; 
 for you have hidden your face from us, 
  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
  we are all the work of your hand. 
 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
  and do not remember iniquity forever. 
  Now consider, we are all your people. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

 
GOSPEL               Mark 13:24-37 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 13th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said: 24“In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens 
will be shaken. 26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 
glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth 
its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, 
you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 
away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 
will not pass away. 
  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It 
is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his [servants] in charge, each 
with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep 
awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 
midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes 
suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 



SERMON     
 
ADVENT LITANY 
 

Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war into 
implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; you promise that our 
night of sin is far gone and that your day of salvation is dawning. 
 
As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, draw us out of  our 
isolation, wrap us in your light, empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your path 
of peace with one another.  
 
O house of Jacob, come, 
let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen. 
 
Together let us honestly and humbly confess 
that we have not lived as God desires. 

 
Loving and forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; 
we have not loved our neighbor; 
we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 
People of God, hear this glad news: 
by God’s endless grace 
your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 
free from all that holds you back 
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
May you be strengthened in God’s love, 
☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 
and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY                      Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!                                 Hymn 246 
 

Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding! 
"Christ is near," we hear it say. 

"Cast away the works of darkness, 
all you children of the day!" 

 

Wakened by the solemn warning, 
from earth's bondage let us rise; 

Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, 
shines upon the morning skies. 

 

See the Lamb, so long expected, 
come with pardon down from heav'n. 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
one and all, to be forgiv'n; 

 

Honor, glory, might, and blessing 
to the Father and the Son 
with the everlasting Spirit 
while unending ages run! 

NICENE CREED  
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS        
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     Response: hear our prayer. 



LORD’S PRAYER 
  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN                                       Fling Wide the Door                                             Hymn 259 

 

Fling wide the door, unbar the gate; 
the King of glory comes in state; 

the Lord of lords and King of kings, 
the Savior of the world who brings 

his great salvation to the earth. 
So raise a shout of holy mirth 
and praise our God and Lord, 

Creator, Spirit, Word. 
 

He is the rock of our belief, 
the heart of mercy's gentle self. 
His kingly crown is holiness; 
his scepter is his loveliness; 

he brings our sorrows to an end. 
Now gladly praise our king and friend, 

and worship him with song 
for saving us from wrong. 

 

Come, Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ; 
our hearts are open wide in trust. 

Oh, show us now your lovely grace, 
upon our sorrows shine your face, 

and let your Holy Spirit guide 
our journey in your grace so wide. 

We praise your holy name, 
from age to age the same! 

 
BLESSING 
 

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with 
love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever. Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL 
  

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE       
 

Chancel flowers today are given by Peg Steele & Chris Pryor to honor Ann Hunter as a faithful member of 
Holy Trinity. 
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