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GATHERING 
 
Prelude                                                          A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                                                       arr. D. Bish 
 
Opening Hymn                                                        Built on a Rock                                                                Hymn 652 

 Sung by hymn leader                                                                  
 

Built on a rock the church shall stand, even when steeples are falling; 
crumbled have spires in ev'ry land, bells still are chiming and calling-- 
calling the young and old to rest, calling the souls of those distressed, longing for life everlasting. 
 
Christ builds a house of living stones: we are his own habitation; 
he fills our hearts, his humble thrones, granting us life and salvation. 
Where two or three will seek his face, he in their midst will show his grace, blessings upon them bestowing. 
 
Through all the passing years, O Lord, grant that, when church bells are ringing, 
many may come to hear your Word, who here this promise is bringing: 
"I know my own, my own know me; you, not the world, my face shall see;my peace I leave with you. Amen." 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    
And also with you. 

 
Hymn of Praise 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 
 
Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 
 
Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray, Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour 
out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times 
of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 



LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
First Lesson                                                              Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 
33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer 
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 
Second Lesson                                         Romans 3:19-28 
 

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be 
silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his 
sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the 
prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 
23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 
through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 
previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one 
who has faith in Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 
28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

 
Gospel Acclamation                                      Sung by hymn leader 
 

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 

Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 
 
Gospel Lesson                                                            John 8:31-36 
  

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you 
will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and 
have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not 
have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will 
be free indeed.” 

 
Sermon                                                                               Psalm 46 
 
 1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 3though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of day. 
 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
 7The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
 who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 11The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  

 



Hymn of the Day                                                        You Are Mine                                                             Hymn 581 
  Sung by hymn leader 

"I will come to you in the silence, I will lift you from all your fear. 
You will hear my voice, I claim you as my choice. 
Be still and know I am here." 
 
"I am hope for all who are hopeless, I am eyes for all who long to see. 
In the shadows of the night, I will be your light. Come and rest in me." 
 
Refrain 
"Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you each by name. 
Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine." 
 
"I am strength for all the despairing, healing for the ones who dwell in shame. 
All the blind will see, the lame will all run free, and all will know my name." Refrain 
 
"I am the Word that leads all to freedom, I am the peace the world cannot give. 
I will call your name, embracing all your pain. Stand up, now walk and live!" Refrain 

 
Ministry Announcements                  Laura Hudson, Director of Equipping Ministers 
 
Prayers of Intercession       
 
Offering                      Collected at the door or www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 
 

LITURGY OF THE MEAL 
  

Great Thanksgiving Prayer 
 

We praise you, all-holy God, for the universe beyond our knowing, 
for seas and forests and fields, from the river at Wittenberg to the flowers in this place, 
for creatures seen and unseen, for animals both wild and tame, 
for our ancestors and godparents from around the globe, 
and for the places we humans call home, for cities and churches and schools, 
for seminaries and missions and fellowship halls. 
 
We praise you for your covenant people, for Moses and Miriam and Aaron, 
for Jeremiah and the psalmists, and for centuries of faithful Christians, 
for Mary Magdalene, Peter and Paul, for Martin and Katie Luther, Melanchthon, Muhlenberg, 
Cranach, Bach, Kierkegaard, and Bonhoeffer for all servants of the Reformation. 
 
We praise you, O God, for Jesus Christ, who saves us from sin and from evil, embodying forgiveness, granting us 
grace, setting us free, who on the night in which he was betrayed, took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
And so we remember your Word, his life, his death, and his glorious resurrection, 
his presence in this meal around the world, and we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
We pray, O God, for your Spirit, your breath, your fire, your wisdom, your law, your grace, your freedom. Bless this 
meal and all those who share it; inspire your people for service; continue the reformation of your churches; and 
renew the world with your mercy, with your healing, your justice, and your peace, with the joy of life in your 
household. 
 
We praise you, all-holy God, the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, mighty Fortress, victorious Champion, powerful 
Shield, today, tomorrow, and forever.  Amen! 



Lord's Prayer 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.  
 

Communion                                         As directed by the Presiding Minister 
 
Blessing 
 
Song after Communion                                             A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                                          Hymn 504 
         Sung by hymn leader 

A mighty fortress is our God,a sword and shield victorious; 
he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod and wins salvation glorious. 
The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe! 
With craft and dreadful might he arms himself to fight. On earth he has no equal. 
 
No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, rejected. 
But now a champion comes to fight, whom God himself elected. 
You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is he! 
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God's only Son, adored. He holds the field victorious. 
 
Though hordes of devils fill the land all threat'ning to devour us, 
we tremble not, unmoved we stand; they cannot overpow'r us. 
Let this world's tyrant rage; in battle we'll engage! 
His might is doomed to fail; God's judgment must prevail! One little word subdues him. 
 
God's Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
for God himself fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit. 
Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
through life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day. The kingdom's ours forever! 

 
SENDING 

  

Benediction & Dismissal 
 

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us 
for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with 
you today and always.  Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
  

Chancel flowers today are given by WELCA Group 5- Ruth Circle, in memory of Jim Roth and in honor of our dear 
friend Liz Roth and her family.  
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