
A Daily Dose of Good News 
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Pastor Steve’s devotion is offered at https://youtu.be/oOebHy6Ijpw 

 Do not speak evil against one another, brothers and sisters.  Whoever speaks evil against 
another or judges another, speaks evil against the law and judges the law; but if you judge the 
law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge.  There is one lawgiver and judge who is able to 
save and to destroy. So who, then, are you to judge your neighbor? 
 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a town and 
spend a year there, doing business and making money.”  Yet you do not even know what 
tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little while and then 
vanishes.  Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wishes, we will live and do this or that.”  As it 
is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil.  (James 4:11-16) 

If The Lord Wishes … 

If the Lord wishes… 
James today gives us a clear context  
For us to determine the course of our lives… 
The thoughts, words and actions 
That reflect our faith. 

If the Lord wishes … 
Establishes the context where the Lord alone is judge, 
Expecting that we will neither speak evil against one another 
Nor judge one another 
Since both counter to the law by which the Lord judges 

If the Lord wishes … 
Establishes a clear context for planning how to spend your life …  
Remembering your life is a gift of the Lord …  
Nothing is yours … 
But rather every moment and resource entrusted to you 
By the Lord 
And your actions then become a reflection 
Of your response to that gift. 

If the Lord wishes … 
Gives a clear context for a humble posture within our lives of faith 
Even in times as challenging as these. 



Perhaps I’m looking too hard for what the Lord wishes, 
But I couldn’t help but note perhaps the humble perspective  
Implicit in the comment of Kentucky Attorney General Daniel Cameron 
Who, when announcing yesterday the indictments in the Breonna Taylor, admitted, 
"Sometimes the criminal law is not adequate to respond to a tragedy.” 

A warrant to investigate drug activity at an apartment  
Where there turned out to be no drugs is tragic. 
Shots fired wildly in the tension of that night is tragic 
The unarmed Breonna Taylor killed by five shots is beyond tragic. 
Two police officers shot during protesting last night is tragic. 

Amid the ambiguity of our human relationships and community, 
Sometimes the criminal law is not adequate to respond to a tragedy. 
And this is certainly one of those times. 
Even as the FBI continues a civil rights investigation on the matter. 

Friends, it’s my prayer that people of faith and people of our country … 
Especially those with power .. 
Might work toward greater justice and harmony 
With a shared posture of humility as the Lord wishes … 
And as the Lord has demonstrated: 

For the Lord, 
The very creator of heaven and earth, 
Has reconciled the world   
By accompanying us and all the ambiguity  
of our human relationships and community 
Through the life of Jesus of Nazareth, 
Not by wantonly imposing God’s will 
Nor seeking justice by violence. 

No, Jesus lived the truth of God’s love for everyone 
Even at the expense of his own life 
Until the Lord raises him again 
Revealing that kind of humble life and love 
Alone are eternal. 

As the Lord wishes, the Lord has humbly demonstrated 
And calls us to the same  
With all the power we might have  
To help reconcile the human relationships in our communities. Amen 


