
HOLY COMMUNION 
Sundays after Pentecost 

September 6, 2020 
 

 

GATHERING 
 
Prelude                                                              Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee                                                           arr. Bish 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

~Assisting Minister will offer on behalf of us all~ 
 
Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and 
go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. 
Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn                                                      Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee                                                 Hymn 836 
             Sung by hymn leader                                                                  

Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 
Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, praising thee, their sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
 
All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heav'n reflect thy rays, 
stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird, and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee. 
 
Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 
wellspring of the joy of living, ocean-depth of happy rest! 
Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine; 
teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine! 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    
And also with you. 

 



Kyrie 
 
Refrain 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 
For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain 
 
That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 
that we may live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain 
 
For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 
for life and for love, for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain 
 
For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray, O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we 
mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
First Lesson                                                              Ezekiel 33:7-11 
 

7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you 
shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not 
speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require 
at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked 
shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
  10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon 
us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have 
no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from 
your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel? 

 
Second Lesson                                                          Romans 13:8-14 

 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The 
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; 
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
  11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the 
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                      Sung by hymn leader 
 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 
Gospel Lesson                                                         Matthew 18:1-20 
  

1At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" 2He called a 
child, whom he put among them, 3and said, "Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. 5Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 
6If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if 



a great millstone were fastened around your neck and you were drowned in the depth of the sea. 7Woe to the world 
because of stumbling blocks! Occasions for stumbling are bound to come, but woe to the one by whom the 
stumbling block comes! 
8If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to enter life 
maimed or lame than to have two hands or two feet and to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9And if your eye causes 
you to stumble, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and 
to be thrown into the hell of fire. 
10Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, I tell you, in heaven their angels continually see the 
face of my Father in heaven. 12What do you think? If a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone 
astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 13And if he 
finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not the 
will of your Father in heaven that one of these little ones should be lost. 
15If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the 
member listens to you, you have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along 
with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses 
to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to 
you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about 
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them." 

 
Sermon                                        

 
Hymn of the Day                                                      In All Our Grief                                                           Hymn 615 

  Sung by hymn leader 
 

In all our grief and fear we turn to you. O God, you know all that we think or do, you know the pain we put each other through. 
 
Refrain 
Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord, grant us peace. 
 
You did not even spare your only Son. He lived our griefs and bore all evil done, but through his cross, redemption has been won. 
Refrain 
 
God, when we suffer all that we can bear, then let us know that you in truth are near and will not leave us lost in all our fear. Refrain 

 
Ministry Announcements                  Laura Hudson, Director of Equipping Ministers 
 
Prayers of Intercession       
 
Offering                     Collected at the door or www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 
 

LITURGY OF THE MEAL 
  

Great Thanksgiving Prayer 
 

Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your 
abundance. You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with manna from 
heaven. You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world. In the night in which he was 
betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his coming again to share with 
us the everlasting feast. By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all in hunger and 
want, and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.  
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now 
and forever. Amen. 



 
Lord's Prayer 

 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.  
 

Communion                                         As directed by the Presiding Minister 
 
Blessing 
 
Song after Communion                                             For the Fruit of All Creation                                             Hymn 679        
         Sung by hymn leader 

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 
For these gifts to ev'ry nation, thanks be to God. 
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping, 
future needs in earth's safekeeping, thanks be to God. 
 
In the just reward of labor, God's will is done. 
In the help we give our neighbor, God's will is done. 
In our worldwide task of caring for the hungry and despairing, 
in the harvests we are sharing, God's will is done. 
 
For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God. 
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us, 
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God. 

 
Prayer after Communion 
 

Let us pray. Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table with food 
and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your 
truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

  

SENDING 
  

Benediction & Dismissal 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
  

Chancel flowers today are given by Barbara Gladman in memory of her mother’s birthday.  
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