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We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some of those who commend themselves. 
But when they measure themselves by one another, and compare themselves with one another, 
they do not show good sense.  We, however, will not boast beyond limits, but will keep within 
the field that God has assigned to us, to reach out even as far as you.  For we were not 
overstepping our limits when we reached you; we were the first to come all the way to you with 
the good news of Christ.  We do not boast beyond limits, that is, in the labors of others; but our 
hope is that, as your faith increases, our sphere of action among you may be greatly enlarged, so 
that we may proclaim the good news in lands beyond you, without boasting of work already 
done in someone else’s sphere of action.  “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” For it is 
not those who commend themselves that are approved, but those whom the Lord commends.   
(2 Corinthians 10:12-18) 

Giving Credit Where Credit Is Due 

There’s an pearl of wisdom that an old friend of mine  
Once shared with a friend of his (wink, wink) 
Who was complaining about  
Not getting the credit he deserved: 
He said, “You have time to do the job right 
And you have time to make sure you get the credit 
You don’t have time to do both.” 

Although my friend is a church person, 
I have know idea if this passage from 2 Corinthians  
Informed his wise perspective of not,  
But it seems like it could have.   

“Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord”  
Encourages the Pauline author of this letter, 
Since the Lord Jesus by his suffering, death and resurrection 
Has revealed and assured the intrinsic value  
Of all those whom God loves 
And no longer need to assert any sort of worthiness 
On their own behalf. 



“Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord” 
Whatever your daily work might be … 
Whatever your daily service might be … 
Whatever your daily learning goals might be … 
Whatever your athletic and recreational pursuits might be … 

“Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord” 
Whatever your congregation mission and ministry might be. 

I had a keen experience of boasting in the Lord  
Among several Lutheran pastoral colleagues  
In the central Ohio area. 
After inviting all of us to join a Zoom meeting 
To share insight as to how we are all 
Managing ministry in the course of the pandemic, 
The Convener Pastor Ralph Wolf 
From Clinton Heights Lutheran Church 
Sent a summary email 
Celebrating the unique responses 
That each congregation was pursuing  
In its own specific context. 
None of us are in a position or even desire 
To boast of the best way to deal with the situation 
But rather responding with the love of Christ 
In ways that are suited to the gifts and opportunities  
Of each individual congregation. 

“Let the one of who boast, boast in the Lord” 
Putting you in position to spend all our time 
Demonstrating your love of God and neighbor 
In all that you say and do. 
Amen 


